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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Pinetop, Arizona, comencing at 9:30 a.m on

Cct ober 23, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnment of Water Resources
(via videoconference)
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests
SAL DICICCI O Incorporated Cities and Towns
ROVAN FONTES, Counties
(via videoconference)
DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public
GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Derstine, | believe you have sonme new
exhibits to introduce this norning.

MR. DERSTINE: We do. Let ne start with a
clarification for the record. Yesterday in testinony I
think there was a question around whet her or not the w nd
project requires or triggers sone sort of NEPA process
related to the eagle permt for that project. And so we
had sone comments about a categorical exclusion.

| think the result is the same, but |'m
going to -- the clarification is that the 2024 Eagle Rule
revi si on was supported by an environnental assessnent
which was tiered to a previous programmtic environnment al
statement from 2016.

And that precludes the need for NEPA
anal ysis under the general permt. So the result is the
sane, and again inportant to understand there's -- the
I nterconnection project doesn't trigger need for the
eagle permt.

But as to the wind project, the 2024 rule
revi sion precludes the need for analysis for the general
permt for the wi nd project.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And it's not
applicable for the project that's before this commttee,
t hen.
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MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: But the -- so it's just a
mnisterial act. You apply, you fill the formout, they
issue the permt. You don't have to go through the whole
NEPA anal ysi s and process.

MR. DERSTINE: |I'mlooking to ny eagle eye
eagl e expert.

So |"'mbeing told by a reliable source that
it's a self-certification process. And so there's no
application process. So that's the long and the short of
it, | think.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you. That's
what | thought. Just wanted to make sure we had the
facts on the record.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So then you
have -- let's see.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Then.

CHW STAFFCORD: CG 25.

MR DERSTINE: Right. So that's the -- we
had the di scussion yesterday. M. Casteel testified
about the -- his testinony was that there would be no
i mpacts to hunting fromonce the interconnection project
Is constructed and in operation, but there would be sone
potential inpacts and the need for coordination with
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Gane and Fish and hunters during the construction phase
of the project -- of the interconnection project.

And | had asked M. Casteel if he could
prepare a nmap showi ng that would overlay the
i nterconnection project, where the construction
activities will occur in relation to the gane nmanagenent
units that are identified for draws for hunting.

So that's what's shown here on the screen
in the hearing room and that's what will be marked as
Exhi bit 25, as Applicants' Exhibit 25.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So M. Casteel, can you orient the conmmttee and

expl ain what we're | ooking at on Applicants' Exhibit 25,
pl ease?

A (M. Casteel) Yes. Good norning. | can't use
the pointer. Near the wind facility shaded in bl ack,
you'll see the ganme units, 2C. Just below that on the
southern half of the wind facility, south of US 60 is
gane unit 1.

And on the east side of the wwnd facility and
the east side of US 180 it's 2B. So there's three gane
units. | nmentioned 3B in ny testinony. 3B will not be
affected; it's not associated with the interconnection
pr oj ect.

And | can give you a little background on the
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size of those gane units in conparison to the CEC
corridor, keeping in mnd that the applicants'
right-of-way is 200 feet, not 500 feet, which is what the
CEC corridor is, so the nunbers are a little larger.

But just for perspective, gane unit 1 is
approxi mately 540,000 acres. Qur CEC corridor wll
account for 55 acres within that game unit.

Gane unit 2B is over 527,000 acres. Qur acreage
will be approximately 1056 acres within that gane unit.

And 2C is over 201,000 acres, and we wll
account for approxinmately 600 acres of our CEC corridor
will be |ocated within that.

Al in all, the CEC corridor includes |ess than
1 percent of the three gane units. Wthin gane unit 1
it's less than .1 percent. For 2B it's approxinately
2.2 percent. And for ganme unit 2C it's approxi mately
. 3 percent.

Q M. Patton, talk a little bit about how this
practically works in terns of once -- how nuch area are
you buil ding out at any given tinme, and then how is that
coordi nated on the ground, and what sort of safety
protocols are in place to ensure that the hunters and
your construction workers are -- are safe?

A (M. Patton) Certainly. So | conferred with ny
construction group |last night and again this norning.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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And the feedback that we've gotten is this is very
typical for us, having built projects across the country
and a nyriad of different experiences across the hunting
seasons.

And so in terns of safety protocol, we post
si gnage everywhere where we stage and have operati ons.
That' Il be signage that will obviously be erected from
the tinme that we comence construction of the
I nterconnection project for deliveries and such, but
specific to hunting season, there'll be signage alerting
hunters, but also craft workers, shoul dering the hunting
season, so before and shortly after, so that way there's
si tuati onal awareness.

Hunters woul d be required to check in if they
are crossing or entering the vicinity of where our
construction activities are.

And fromthere, they would be given a safety
orientation for the hunters. The craft workers, we
typi cal commence what's called a plan-of-day neeting, a
POD neeting, every norning.

So leading up to, during, and shortly thereafter
hunti ng, hunting season, there will be daily rem nders
that there are -- it is season, and to be m ndful of
hi gh-cal i ber weapons, or if they hear anything to radio
to their foremen. The foremen will then informthe site
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| ead.
And in the case of the presence of hunters that

haven't checked in or if high-caliber weapons are

detected, then denobilization will happen for the day.
We'l|l stand down for the day till we get the all clear to
pr oceed.

There's also tailgate. So each crew essentially
iIs sent out to their respective area. And at each
tail gate session there'll be a note, nmake sure you are
wearing your PPE, but also that there is safety awareness
of hunters in the area, and there will be specific
special safety training given during the shoul der season
of hunting season. So to be mndful of that.

We're also aware that there's heavy machi nery
and crews that are operating, so the anecdotal experience
of our construction site teamis that typically is
sonmet hing that animals and hunters are sensible enough to
avoi d.

Q So al so our mnimzation neasures which are
going to be incorporated as a separate exhibit to the
CEC, also calls out that we will notify the Arizona
Game and Fish Departnent, and | don't knowif it's
60 days or I'mlooking to Ms. Casteel, because she
prepared that, but where there's a notification of
Gane and Fish and the coordination wwth Gane and Fish is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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an obligation within our mnimzation procedures. Do
that | have right, Ms. Casteel?

A (Ms. Casteel) The proposed minimzation nmeasure
does not include a tinme frane.

Q Ckay.

A Just that notification with Gane and Fi sh about
the antici pated construction schedul e and the purpose,
for the purpose of | essee and hunting notifications. So
open conmuni cation with Gane and Fish on that.

And then is -- the applicant has al so agreed to
post signs during construction and that will be part of
the m nim zati on neasure as wel | .

Q So if I'"'mlooking at Applicants' Exhibit 25,
which are the gane units in which our interconnection
proj ect touches, and that you'll be constructing at sone
point intinme, M. Patton, take, for exanple, unit 1,
which is | think a popular elk and Pronghorn hunting gane
unit.

So we touch -- there's a portion of our project
that is within ganme unit 1. How nmuch of the line is
bei ng constructed and worked on at any given tinme?

So we have the distance of the interconnection
project within the ganme unit, but how -- what is the
scope or the extent of the construction activities within
a given week or a given nonth?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (M. Patton) W sequence that out based off the
delivery of materials, the availability of craft
personnel on any given day. W also have to account for
weat her and | ogistics, and al so mandatory time off for
sone personnel. So typically I can confirmthis, but
generally we see about three poles being worked on on any
gi ven day.

Q Ckay. And in that area where you' re working on
three structures in a given day, that's where you're
usi ng your signage and your notification process?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

MR, DERSTINE: Okay. Does the commttee
have any questions concerni ng Applicants' Exhibit 25
before | nove on to another topic?

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Constock | ooks
li ke --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
| appreciate it.

| just wanted to lay out a tine frane. So
in the state of Arizona you have to apply for a tag in
the first quarter of year. Let's speculate that it's
Mar ch.

Hunti ng season doesn't occur till Septenber
t hrough Decenber. So will notification be nmade to
Arizona Ganme and Fi sh ahead of that schedule to allow the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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hunters to decide whether to apply for a tag or not in
t hat area?

Because there is a nonetary process that
they have to go through in order to be eligible for a
tag. | don't know if the construction schedule is far
enough i n advance that you'd be able to do that.

But | think -- | mean, if | was going to go
up and set up canp and hunt in an area, |1'd like to know
if I was going to have to deal with construction projects
before | paid that fee to get that tag.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, it seens like it
woul d be hel pful so if soneone shows up at Gane and Fi sh
to get their -- to put in for a tag for the season
they'd -- the Gane and Fish would flag these specific
areas and say, "Hey, look, you know, in the foreseeable
future there's going to be, you know, may or may not be
during the hunting season dependi ng how it shakes out" --

MEMBER COVSTOCK:  Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: -- but those areas coul d be
subj ect to construction issues during the season.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, | think
that woul d be a good nei ghbor policy with the applicant
and hunters of the area to be able to provide that
I nformati on.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q M. Patton, timng-wise will we know enough --
" mnot sure that you're going to know if they have you
apply for atag in unit 1 in March, will we know before
March whet her they're going to start construction
anywhere near the tinme of the hunting season opening in
Septenber to Decenber? How does that tim ng work?

A (M. Patton) It's a nuanced question dependi ng
on obviously the construction schedule that has to be
defined. That is clearly defined as part of our
negoti ations with our contractors.

And so it's not that we'd select our contractors
and constructi on comrences whenever they say. W -- part
of the negotiation process is defining the lead tine and
under st andi ng that coordi nation.

And so we could certainly -- certainly know
ahead of each hunting season or when tags are being
applied for and coordinate with Gane and Fish. That's a
perfectly reasonabl e accommbdati on.

CHW STAFFORD: And with the Apache
Nati onal Resource Conservation District, they' re going to
kind of act as a l|iaison between the applicant and
Ganme and Fish and different --

MR, PATTON: Exactly. W'Ill also be
working -- grazing | essees are al so cogni zant of hunters
who are out in their areas.
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You know, for intents and purpose the
grazing |l essees feel |like they are the stewards of the
| and on a day-to-day basis. They're typically aware of
the hunters and the guides that are com ng through their
particul ar |ots.

And so having just the inplicit or inplied
coordination with the grazing |l essees wll help al so
I nform coordination with hunters.

CHW STAFFORD: | mean, so how many -- how
many -- every season, how many hunters typically will hit
those three areas | ooking for elk? Do we have any idea
what the total universe of people we need to --

MR, DERSTINE: | don't know how many tags
are issued for each unit within a given hunting season.
| sinply don't know that. | would -- | guess the only
thing I want to make sure is clear on the record is that
for -- if you' re putting in for an elk tag or a Pronghorn
tag for unit 1 in March, unit 1 covers, as M. Castee
not ed, 540, 000 acres, of which our project touches
55 acres.

And as M. Patton has noted, the
construction activities are going to take place within a
| ocalized area, installing three structures at a tine.

Soif I put in for unit 1 in March and
hunti ng season cones around and there is construction
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activities taking place, I'mnot prevented from hunting
inunit 1.

Just, | need to be notified what areas are
open to hunt, and of the 540,000 acres where | can go and
hunt for elk or Pronghorn away fromthe construction
activities. And so |'mnot foreclosed and |'m not
prevented fromhunting in the gane unit where |'ve
appl i ed.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yeah, | think it just seens
that |ike when they go in in March to apply, everybody
saw this map. OCh, okay, | know what |'mworking with
potentially in the fall when | actually go out in the
field to try to shoot one of these things.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah, we could certainly
share that map with Gane and Fi sh.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, they're going to get
the notice | think in the certificate we typically
woul d -- you know, and then | think you can give them
90 days before constructi on commences.

So they certainly, | nmean it seens |ike
sonet hing you could work with themand with the NRCD to
say, "Hey, here's -- we're giving you your notice.
Construction is going to comence in 90 days. Here's" --
you know, |et you know, they know who the universe of
people is that put in for each of these areas. It seens
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like they -- it would behoove the Gane and Fish and the
NRCD to say, "Hey, reach out to these people and say

| ook, here's what's going on, you get all this space,
just keep an eye out for this small portion of the area
that you've been authorized to hunt in."

MR. DERSTINE: Right. So we are conmmtted
under the m nimzation obligations to notify Gane and
Fish and give them as nuch advance notice as we can. And
if we can, ahead of the application for tags for a
specific gane unit, we will do that.

And then beyond that, it's then notifying
Gane and Fish so that they can notify the hunters who
have received tags within a specific ganme unit that
wthin this localized area there may be construction
activities and you can get nore information or we task
Apache County --

CHW STAFFORD: Here's a nunber to call.

MR. DERSTINE: Right. Gve the nunber
potentially of NRCD to coordinate that and gain nore
I nformati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: | don't know if you know,
how many different points of entry are there into each of
these gane units? Half a dozen each?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thousands. Depends on
your type of vehicle and where you're set up at.
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CHW STAFFORD: A lot of it's fenced off
for grazing. So it's going to be, it's not just |ike
wild and wilderness, it's also grazing land. So there's
got to be fewer ways in and out. Because |'m sure
there's a grazing that's not -- all the grazing land is
not allocated into the gane areas, they're two separate
overlays of how the property's divided up. |'mjust
curious, | nmean --

MEMBER COVMBTOCK: Well, M. Chairman, if |
may, dependi ng on whether you're using a horse or an ATV
of sone sort, you can enter these |locations just about
anywhere you want to go.

CHW STAFFORD: Right, but then you'l
still have the barbed wire and the cattl e guards.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: | understand. Just you
asked for points of entrance.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. DERSTINE: And | guess it's been
testified to, but it's as a remnder that it's really a
two-step process that they' Il have to obtain the hunting
license for a particular game unit, and then to the
extent that they're looking to hunt and carry those

activities on state |land, which is where our project is

| ocated, they then -- need to then obtain a permit from
ASLD.
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CHW STAFFORD: R ght. So, and both those
governnment agencies will have full know edge of what's
going on with this project. So it seens that there
shoul d be -- shouldn't be inpossible to coordi nate and
get those people aware of a portion of where they're
going to be is going to be under construction.

Menmber Hill, you had a question or comrent?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, | actually had a
question for M. Constock, because | don't -- | don't
know nmuch about how these hunting permts are issued. |
don't know if Gane and Fish | ooks at a unit and says, oh,
construction's going on, we're going to reduce the nunber
of permts for that particular unit, just because we feel
like -- | just -- | don't -- there's so nuch I don't
know.

But | do feel like in the very |east, the
applicant should, prior to the sale of the permts,
you're required to give Gane and Fish an update if they
have any update on construction tinme |lines and pl ans.

Ri ght ?

So the 90 days may not be ideal. But if |
don't know when these permts go on sale, but say March 1
of every year they need to, until it's operational they
need to be giving notice to Gane and Fi sh on any
construction tinme lines that they' ve mapped out in the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

631



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 632

forthcom ng year

Sonething along that |ine so that Gane and
Fi sh can make the decisions and hunters can nake the
deci si ons before putting noney into that process.
Sonet hi ng al ong that Iine.

M. Constock, you were |looking for a tine
| ine and sonme nore advanced notice, it sounds |ike, and
" mwondering if that woul d neet your needs.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Menber Hill, thank you.
It does. But just as a bit of information | probably
shoul d have started with this. 1In the state of Arizona
the application draw system's deadline is the first
Tuesday of February.

MEMBER HI LL: Then it needs to be before
t hat .

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yes, ma'am And then a
hunting license in the state of Arizona for nonresidents
is $160. And there's nonrefundable fee for nonresidents
of $15 plus a subm ssion fee of 175.

So in February you're putting up, you know,
3, $400 in order to go hunting in Cctober. So | agree
with Menber Hill there needs to be a notification process
in place. If you're notifying by January of the cal endar
year that you'll be constructing in, I know that's a | ot
to ask because that's -- there's a | ot of nuances, as
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M. Patton said.

But, again, there's a material outlay by
peopl e to nake a decision on where they want to be for
that particul ar year.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think we're | ooking
for Comm ssion action by Decenber of this year. | think
it's like, I think you know, standard conditions, ASLD
and Gane and Fish will get a copy of the certificate as
soon as issued by the Conm ssion.

So it seens that a couple that are going
with that would go a | ong way, assuming that the state
agency needs it, | guess.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the issue is that
we, it's like we -- I"'mjust trying to think this
t hrough. Because we can't order Game and Fish or State
Land Departnent to do anything. W can just tell the

applicant, or the applicant to tell them hey, this is

what's going on and it's going to be up to those agencies

to pass that along to the citizens that use their

servi ces.
So I"'mjust trying to think this through, |
mean.
MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: One second. W want them
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to pass this on to the people who woul d be affected, but

it's really in the hands of the state agency to make

that -- to take that |ast step

| guess, unless -- the website, | assune,
will still be active for the duration of the project
until it's in service. Maybe there's a way to tie that
in. I'mnot sure. W'IlIl have to think through.

Menmber Hill, you had sonme question.

MEMBER HILL: | really just suggest that we

ask the applicant or require the applicant by sone date
to provide their current thinking on construction
tinelines. And they may not have a lot to offer at that
point, but | do think it's possible that they know a
little bit nore six or nine nonths out than they know

t oday.

And they may not have a whol e | ot of
details, but they could at |east say there's a 50 percent
chance that we're going to be doing construction during
that tinme line, just an update of sone type by date
certain | think they could do.

| just don't think the 60 days is enough to
i nform any hunting group. The conservation district, to
M. Constock's point, there's a |lot of out-of-state
peopl e com ng, the conservation district isn't going to
reach them but | don't know what that date is. But they
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shoul d be responsible for reporting at that date to
informany permt processes that m ght be com ng forward.

MR. PATTON: May | offer a solution?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes, please.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, please.

MR, PATTON:. We could happily commt to
doi ng an annual January coordination neeting with
Gane and Fish. Sinple as that, | think. Just outline
where we are and these projects are, you know.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Patton, that seens
reasonabl e and prudent. Thank you.

MR, PATTON:. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So then any
ot her questions specifically about Exhibits CG 25?

MEMBER HILL: | would offer that |anguage
to be added to CG 27.

CHW STAFFORD: We're not -- so |'m going
to admt CG 25.

(Exhibit CG 25 was admtted.)

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: W have a couple nore
exhibits to nention. | think you' re still working on
hearing Exhi bit 26, the new revised Exhibit A that
accounts for the changes that we recommended yesterday.

And then 27 is the Exhibit B for the CEC
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whi ch woul d be the m nim zation neasures.

MR. DERSTINE: So you should --

CHW STAFFORD: Anend it now, this is the
starting point. This will be attached to the CEC and
then we can nmake changes to the CEC itself. W can nake
a change to Exhibit B. But --

MEMBER HI LL: That process sounds great.

MR, DERSTINE: Okay. And I'Il just with
your perm ssion, M. Chairman, Ms. Casteel prepared
Exhi bit B, which is now marked as Applicants' Exhibit 27.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Ms. Casteel, do you want to tell us, just |ay
some foundation for Exhibit 27 and what's there on the
page and what you used as the source material for that.

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes. So we gathered all of the
m nim zati on measures that were in Exhibit C and D of the
appl i cation.

The way that this CG 27 is laid out is we |ist
all the neasures from Exhibit C, and then there was one
addi tional nmeasure that was in D that was not in C, so
that's also laid out on the next page.

And in addition to that, the Game and Fi sh
measures that Menber Hill had requested and | believe
Menber Constock had al so asked about the Gane and Fi sh
coordi nation, those are in there as well. And we narked
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t hose up.

The original |anguage fromthe Gane and Fi sh
letter was witten and then it was rephrased to be nore
of a measure. And so that's what the strike-out is. The
bul | et underneath the strike-out is the rephrased, so
it's nore of |like a neasure. But those are accounted for
t here.

And the nunbers that they associate with on that
Gane and Fish letter are also noted so that you can pair
t hose up.

And then the no disturbance within Little
Col orado River and Coyote Creek was not a bulleted
measure, and so we did add that as well.

Q And we just had a discussion about the
coordination with Arizona Gane and Fish. So do we need
to nodify what you currently have on Exhibit B regarding
notification of Gane and Fish to track M. Patton's
suggestion and comm tnent to have that coordination
neet i ng?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes, we'll need to add another --
either add on to the Game and Fi sh notification nmeasure
or add an additional neasure related to an annual neeting

with Ganme and Fi sh.

A (M. Patton) If I may, | also want to just
offer, I'"'mthinking out |oud, coordinating with ny
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team - -
Q Don't do that. [I'msorry. |'m kidding.
A (M. Patton) |I'mthinking we should be able to

quantify based off now knowi ng where the hunting units
are, quantifying the amount of infrastructure w thin each
respective unit and fromthere know ng that those annual
neetings with Gane and Fish being able to say, okay,
we've rotated off of hunting unit 1, because all that
infrastructure is conplete, or we anticipate that'll be
done before hunting season starts, so really for Gane and
Fish you really have to be focusing on hunting unit 2,

et cetera. Just kind of as an exanple.

So being able to quantify that infrastructure
and know ng how that relates to each specific hunting
unit, | think that will help to informthe discussion
wi th Ganme and Fi sh.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, it seens |ike we
could nodify the last bullet on 27 to say, you know, |ike
January 15th every year the applicant will neet with
and/ or inform Ganme and Fi sh about construction activities
for the upcom ng year and list the rel evant gane areas.

MR. PATTON: Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: That seens |ike when we get
to the voting part, that seens |like that would be the
acceptable way to address that. |'m| ooking around the
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menbers and seei ng nods.

So, okay. So we've got -- we've covered
Exhi bits 25 and 27.

26 is going to be the new proposed
Exhibit A to the CEC, the changes that the commttee
di scussed yest erday.

MR, DERSTINE: W're not quite ready to
share that with you. W're still getting those callouts
on the transmi ssion lines included on the map. But we'll
have that here nonmentarily.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Wiile | have M. Casteel, Menber Constock had a
guesti on about these pipelines that were shown within the
cultural survey, or the cultural section of the
application. And he was concerned and curious, being our
natural gas expert on the conmttee, about what those
lines are, are they natural gas or are they sonething
el se.

Can you educate us, M. Casteel ?

A (M. Casteel) Yes, certainly. | reviewed the
mappi ng fromthe Class | we prepared to inform SHPO. The
surveys that are listed in that docunent, nost of them
except for two are outside of our corridor.

Because our Class | was a one-ml|e buffer around
the corridor. So nost of those are well outside the
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corridor.

There was two, and those two were associ ated
with small water line inprovenents for connecting to
existing wells or new wells to feed stock tank or to
provi de for stock.

CHW STAFFORD: So none of those pipelines
contain natural gas or any kind of hazardous |iquid,
t hen.

MR. CASTEEL: No.

CHW STAFFORD: So | guess that the
cat hodi ¢ concerns woul d not be an issue w thout the
nat ural gas.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'mgoing to sleep nuch
better tonight because of that. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

But if I may, | just want to make sure that
the applicant knows, and |'m sure you' re aware that in
the state of Arizona there is a requirenent of
notification to 811 for utility operators to be able to
mark their utilities when they're underground. So
considering that two of those lines are inside of the
corridors, 811 is going to need to be notified throughout
the project for construction activities where excavation
Is required. Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: Thank you for that, Menber
Const ock
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| think we have M. Ri enman appeari ng
virtually. He had another comm tnent, but is here
t hrough - -

CHW STAFFORD: The wonders of technol ogy.

MR. DERSTINE: The wonders of technol ogy.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And M. R eman, the one question that | asked
you to tee up and address was a question about just the
pricing difference between natural gas and w nd
generation, and | think you | ooked into that and pulled
sone | evelized cost energy data to at |east speak to that
I ssue?

And we can pull -- we're pulling up here in the
hearing room so that if you don't have it, M. Ri enan,
it's -- 1'lIl let you speak to it, but it shows it's
Lazard's Levelized Cost of Energy Analysis Version 18, it
says, "Selective renewabl e energy technol ogies renmain
cost conpetitive wth conventional generation
technol ogi es under certain circunstances,"” and again this
Is prepared by Lazard.

So do you want to give a little nore background

or speak to the Lazard cost of energy data?

A (M. R eman) Yes, | can. Can the room hear ne
all right?

Q Yes.
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A (M. Reman) GCkay. Very good. Thank you.
Just by background, Lazard is an investnent banking and
financial advisory firmthat is heavily involved in the
energy sector across all forns of generation, a very
wel | -respected institution, has been carrying out this
report, as Matt nentioned this is version 18. This
versi on was published in June of 2025, so just a few
nont hs ago.

And what is captured on this particular slide
are bands of the |levelized cost of energy in today's
terms. And so Lazard will cull publicly available
informati on and then al so have private sources of
information, they have an internal nodel which will help
create these bands of prices that you can see on the
screen before you.

So the rationale for the bands is as you woul d

i magine in different areas and regi ons and markets of the

country, there's different costs to produce electricity,

just either based on the resource itself as it relates to

renewabl es, the cost of |abor, equipnent, et cetera. And

so that's why you see the pricing differential there.
And so just to call out the rel evant

technol ogies for the Lava Run projects, the solar PV on

the utility scale has a band of $38 to $78. Sol ar plus

energy storage or BESS has a range of $50 to $131.
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And then going to offshore wind, a band of $37
to $86. And then going down to the last |ine under
conventi onal generation, you have gas conbined cycle of a
band of $48 up to $109.

And | will caveat that the renewabl e energy
prices displayed here do not reflect any I TC or PTC
benefits that the renewabl e energy sources could claimas
part of the tax policy under the OBBB

Q And | just wanted to note that in | ooking at the
Lazard energy cost conpari sons schedule, | think you
nmentioned 100, the band for gas conbi ned cycle was 109.
| think the band |I'm | ooking at shows 48 to $107. Do |
have that right?

A (M. Reman) Yeah, 48 to 107. There's, you
know, a callout just to the right of the band of $109.

And maybe -- | would note just al so caveating
the natural gas value here, there is also an
acknow edgnent that due to turbine shortages, rising
costs and |lead tinmes of CCGT units, there is an
anticipated increase, a steep increase, that is, to the
| evel ed cost of energy for natural gas on the go-forward
basis. This is reflecting current market conditions.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then it has a separate
one for gas peaking, which is the sinple cycle. Those
look like it's from 149 to 251.
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MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So that translates to about
$0.15 to $0.25 a kilowatt hour?

MR. RIEMAN: That's correct. That woul d be
the nunerical translation for that, yes.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H II.

MEMBER HI LL: This assunes all capital
costs, too, this is all new construction; right?

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, do you have
a question?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chair --

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER FONTES: | do, M. Chair -- proceed.

CHW STAFFORD: It was Menber Di G ccio that
we heard. Menber Di Cccio, did you have a question?

MEMBER DICICCIO -- ny car, so | can't see
the screen. Does that also include all the tax benefits,
tax credit that the renewabl es woul d get?

MR. RIEMAN: The information reflected on
t he page does not reflect tax credit fromthe investnent
tax credit or the production tax credit. So --

MEMBER DICICCIO |I'msorry. Go ahead.
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MR. RIEMAN. No, please continue. M
apol ogi es.

MEMBER DICICCI O Well, now that those are
goi ng away, what woul d those costs be?

MR. RIEMAN: And so as previously testified
we have secured physical off-site construction pursuant
to Internal Revenue Service guidelines to secure the tax
credit opportunity for these projects for the next four
years.

The information or value that could be
ascribed froma production tax credit on offshore w nd
woul d be approximately $22, so the price that's reflected
on the screen woul d be reduced by $22, and then fromthe
utility-scal e solar under an I TC scenario, the price
woul d drop approximately $14 if the utility-scale solar
project were to claimthe production tax credits, that
woul d be an approxi mately $18 reducti on.

And then for the utility-scale PV plus
energy storage taken under an | TC scenario would be a
price reduction of approxinmately $17.

But as noted, the pricing on this page does
not reflect those cost reductions.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q So the bottomline, | guess, to Menber
DiCiccio' s question is the nunbers, the price bands that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

645



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 646

you just testified to and that are reflected on the
Lazard | evelized cost conparison does not take into
account tax credits, and if you were to include those the
prices would be | ower for solar or wind;, correct?

A (M. Rieman) That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Al right.

Menber Fontes, you had a questi on.

MEMBER FONTES: | didn't have a question.
| have sone comments on the validity of this resource.
Lazard has al ways received criticism and what |'d |like
to do is tell you that the LCOE, the |evelized cost of
energy, is always known as the | ow case, best-case nunber
and it's not even used for financing as a conparative
benchmar ki ng that | know of.

It's markedly different, | think also than
the question that | understood Menber Di C ccio and others
asked. And that is what is the contracted price for a
PPA that Tucson Electric Power would be paying on a
counterparty with yourself if you -- because you stated
you were going to pursue them as an of ftaker.

| cautioned you yesterday that you should
use Arizona references. And | think this doesn't neet
the mark. But | think for the time benefit of this
proceedings | think my comments will suffice a slight
correction in here.
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When you get into a PPA you're not going to
use the LCOE, you're going to use the cost that includes
the devel oper return on equity, all your risk prem uns,
construction performance, contractual, you're going to
have inflation and interest rate adjusters.

And so that PPA price in all cases wll be
greater than the costs associated with just the
producti on of energy.

Renewabl es in particular are historically
known as requiring firmng or integrated costs, both when
they are under any scenario of interconnection, so that
additional firmng is going to be a cost netric that's
going to bunp up your renewabl es over any natural gas
scenari o.

Li kewi se, the termof a contract on PPA
whet her those costs are spread across 20, 15, 25 years.
And the unknown factors on your PCs and your |PCs.

So while | understand what you're saying
about supply chain and those other things, | also
understand that the LCOE is theoretical, and is not what
we asked for. We asked for what are realistic conditions
beyond that with respect to conparing the renewable
resources to that of gas, as it would be viewed as a
potential offtaker.

| think this is fine for this discussion,
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M. Chairman, but | would like to note that for the
record that this is insufficient.

CHW STAFFORD: Well we're not approving
any resources as a part of this proceeding, so it's just
ki nd of a background information.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir, but to the
original question with respect to ny fell ow nenbers.

MR, DERSTINE: And | would sinply note,
Menmber Fontes, that in general, TEP has indicated that it
will be issuing an RFP, and it does not have any sort of
i ndicative pricing. Those are executive pricing process,
and that pricing information for PPAs is not sonething
that TEP is going to disclose ahead of their RFP process,
because it wouldn't be to their advantage.

And so it's a conpetitive process. The PPA
pricing is not publicly avail able, and given that TEP has
not issued its RFP yet, we just don't have that data. So
| appreciate your comment and your desire for current PPA
data, but the sinple fact is that we were | ooking to be
responsi ve and give you sone sort of a cost conparison.
Thi s does that.

But | understand, you know, your
qual i fications concerning this information. So, thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: If | could parallel
M. Fontes' coments, and | certainly can't speak as
el oquently as he did in regards to that, but |['ve sat in
these chairs for 30 years and |'ve seen energy
conparisons that, depending on what side of the debate
you're on, conventional versus renewable can be shown
exactly the opposite.

And so | think what's beneficial to the
public to know is that there's a cost of doing business
to create energy. Depending on where you are and the
energy that you provide, you're going to pay so nuch for
a kilowatt hour.

| think it's up to you to choose how t hat
service is provided to you and what best suits you as a
user of energy for the long term

So | appreciate M. Fontes' position. |
understand it. And | think that he has a legitimte
concern in what we're being shown here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Now, do we

have - -
MR. DERSTINE: | think we have Exhibit 26
ready.
CHW STAFFORD: Excell ent.
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MR, DERSTINE: | guess we woul d need one
second to get that over to the AV team
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q | guess while we're waiting for that,

M. Patton, you are here and we have M. Rienan here in
the hearing roomalso virtually. There was, you know,
comments from nmenbers urging the applicant to continue to
have di al ogue and di scussi on and outreach with the
community concerning the wind project specifically.

| "' m happy to consult and have those di scussions
relating to the final engineering and design on the
I nt erconnection project.

But | think the comments and the urging from
Menmber Fant and Constock and others was nore directed to
the wind project, the separate nonjurisdictional w nd
project, but that also is gathering significant attention
fromthe community.

And | wanted to just give you, M. Patton or
M. Ri eman, the opportunity to maybe speak to that and
how t he conpany views the obligation to continue to
coor di nate and conmmuni cate and have di al ogue with the
community concerning the nonjurisdictional w nd project.

A (M. Patton) Certainly. So it remains our

position these assets are projects that we devel op,
construct and operate long term So we view ourselves as
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partners within the comunity and we remain conmtted to
engagi ng in an open, transparent dial ogue with the
| eaders of the community, with stakehol ders on the
ground, and offer up any nunber of considerations and
conprom ses that could be entertained and satisfy the
concerns of both parties -- of all parties, rather.
And so we do not view this as once we get the

CEC, engagenent stops for the project. No, we wl|
remain conm tted throughout the cycle of devel opnent, the
construction and operation of the project, renmai n engaged
and have a dialogue within the conmunity at the township
| evel, at the nmunicipal |evel, the county |evel and down
to the | andowner level. That is our comm tnent and our
devel opnent et hos.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir, that's good
to hear.

Just as an observation, Arizona is a
rel ati onshipal state in terns of conducting business.
Texas of course is nore of a transactional state. So in
Arizona you need to build the relationships to conduct
busi ness.

So that's -- |I'mnot being nean or snappy,
" mjust helping point out there's a difference in
conducti ng business, particularly on the eastern side of
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the state.

So those are ny suggesti ons.

And then they have other issues. They can
rai se, they can be useful, just as an exanple |I give

Prof essor Kerr, who pointed out that the Big Lake

antel ope herd winters sonmewhere in this area, | don't
know where it winters, but this is the sort of

i nformati on you can pick up that can be useful -- useful
for constructing and mai ntaining a project.

And that's inportant because, for exanple,
antel ope, unlike elk or deer, don't junp fences. Fences
actively block antelope. They try to run under fences,
and if they can't, the fence bl ocks the antel ope. Deer
and el k junmp right over the fence.

So these are little things which they can
bring to the table. Conservation district | think
relationship is a fantastic relationship to help you.

MR, PATTON: Certainly. |I'm appreciative
of that. | can give any nunber of anecdotal experience
|"ve had just in ny tinme working on the project and
working with the NRCD i n understandi ng the water
sensitivities in the area, how that woul d inform our
construction thesis and our construction approach to
under st andi ng what comm tnents we can make or findings
the contributions, we can help with youth in the area for
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j ob placenent and wor kforce training, understandi ng sonme
fol ks are keen to see their youth cone back to the area,
not just go off to school and take their skills out of
state or down to the valley.

And so under st andi ng what kind of skill
sets and trainings that we can offer into the technical
col |l eges, the junior colleges, comunity colleges, to
keep the youth enployed here. So I'mvery m ndful of
that and ny personal approach to this Iine of business is
very much a relationship business.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Patton.

All right. Wll, so it seens -- are there
any nore questions from nmenbers?

MR. DERSTINE: | have Exhibit --

CHWN STAFFORD: 26 we need.

MR. DERSTINE: 26, the map is now ready, |
bel i eve.

So what you're seeing here on the screen in
the hearing roomand hopefully the nenbers who are
appearing virtually can see it as well.

This is what will be narked as Applicants’
Exhi bit 26, this is the revised map that will acconpany
the CEC that identifies the interconnection project, its
corridor, and as requested by this commttee, it
identifies the transm ssion |lines at transm ssion |evel
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and their ownership that are com ng out of Springerville.

The other lines that are in the vicinity
are at 69kV or at a |lower voltage such that they don't
meet the transm ssion definition.

So this is what we have prepared. If you
have any concerns, or if you'd |like us to give you nore
information about it, this is what we woul d propose to
use as Exhibit A to any CEC i ssued by the commttee.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So that is
Exhi bit 26.

So we've had Exhibits CG 25, 26 and 27.
Those are adm tted.

(Exhibits CG 26 and CG 27 were admtted.)

CHW STAFFORD: If we want to make any
addi ti onal changes to it we'll do it during the course of

voting on the certificate.

So that concludes all the exhibits that are
expect ed.

Any additional questions from nenbers? Are

you prepared to give your closing argunent, M. Derstine?

MR. DERSTINE: |'m prepared whenever you
ar e.

Let me | ook to the nmenbers of our w tness
panel, including you, M. R eman. Are there any other

I ssues, topics that | mssed or things that we need to
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get on the record or questions that nenbers of the
conmttee had that we took away as action itens that we
need to respond to?

(No audi bl e response.)

MR, DERSTINE: |'m not hearing any, no one
is raising their hand, so | think that is it. | would
nove the adm ssion of our --

CHW STAFFORD: 1've already admtted them

MR. DERSTINE: You did them | didn't even
have to ask.

CHWN STAFFORD: All set.

MR. DERSTINE: Okay. Al right.

"Il pull up nmy closing slides. All right.

| left on Sunday and so did ny wife. She
was | eaving on a business trip, and | junped in the car
to come here on Sunday. So | hadn't spoken w th her
until last evening. She got back to Phoenix. And that
was our first opportunity to talk since we had -- since |
had cone up here and she had left on her trip.

And so she asked nme, |ike, how was the case
goi ng, "How are things happening in your case?"

And | said, "Well, it's a different kind of
case. It's one that's drawn a lot of attention. W' ve
had a ot of witten comment. W had a | ong public
comment session. W even had fol ks who foll owed us on

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 656

the route tour wearing shirts and holding signs.” And I
said, "It's a bit of a different kind of case than what
"' mused to."

And she said, "Well, are you getting that
much opposition to your transm ssion |ine?"

And | said, "Well, the opposition isn't
really directed to the transmssion line.” Although this
is providing a forumfor those comunity nenbers to raise
their objections to the wind project and include the
transm ssion line that'll serve the project.

But this is really the focus of the
conmmunity opposition is really to the wind project. The
generator that sits at the end of the |ine.

And she asked ne, "Have you ever had a case
i ke that?"

And | said, "Well, | need to think about
that. But |'mnot sure.”

And then we tal ked about dogs and ot her
things and then after | hung up, it occurred to ne that |
have had a case |like this before. Back in 2011, 2012,
was representing Tucson Electric Power in siting a
transm ssion line to serve the Rosenont mine.

And in that case there was a | ot of
opposition to the mne, and we had individuals, two
i ndi vidual s who intervened as a party in that case and
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anot her group that was fornmed that was opposition to the
m ne and that mne drew a | ot of attention in opposition
from various groups.

And during the course of our siting
hearing, the focus of the application was for a 138kV
transm ssion line. But those intervenors sought to
i ntroduce evidence of the inpacts of the mne and extend
the Commttee's analysis to what was happeni ng at the
mne site, and the various environnental inpacts that
resulted fromthe mne, the project at the end of the
l'ine.

The chairman of the siting commttee at
that tinme was John Foreman, who was the forner superior
court judge. Judge Foreman excluded and did not all ow
any evidence concerning mne inpacts, environnental sort
of conditions and inpacts of the Rosenont nine.

The focus of the commttee hearing as he
ruled and the conmttee nenbers supported was to limt
the testinony, the relevant evidence to the transni ssion
line. And the commttee issued a CEC for that project
for the transmi ssion line, the 138kV |line.

But when it got to the Conm ssion, the
political nature of the Rosenont mne, given that the
Conm ssion had a different political nakeup at that tine,
that several of the Comm ssioners thought that it would
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be a good thing to include and hear evidence on the

envi ronnental inpact of the mne as part of the

consi deration of the CEC application for the transm ssion
l'ine.

And they approved the CEC, but subject to,
they stated and essentially reopened it before the
Conm ssion to take evidence on the Rosenont m ne inpacts.

TEP and Rosenont filed applications for
review And within a short anpunt of tinme the Conmm ssion
changed its mnd, decided that that was not the right
course of action, and rescinded their prior decision,
whi ch was approving the CEC but reopening it to allow for
m ne i npact evidence, and then issued a cl ean deci si on
essentially backing away fromtheir decision or desire
fromsone of those Conmm ssioners to hear evidence on the
mne itself.

In that case, in nmy request for review, |
wote this case is about siting a transmssion line to
serve a custoner. |It's not about the inpacts of a
proposed m ne and providing anot her forumfor m ne
opponents to argue over the inpacts of the mne. Those
I ssues and argunents are the subject of separate
pr oceedi ngs.

And at the tinme the chairman of the
Comm ssion who had initially voted to reopen and then
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decided that that was not legally the appropriate
approach, submtted a letter to the docket, and this is
from Chairman Pierce, "I am personally of the view that
Chai rman Foreman and the line siting commttee were
correct when they ruled that our line siting statutes are
specific to the environnental inpacts of electric
transm ssi on and generation facilities and do not provide
statutory authority to the commttee or the Commi ssion to
consi der the environnental inpacts of the use to which
the electrical energy that goes through the transm ssion
line is to be nade."

And the chairman of the commttee al so
appeared before the Conm ssion and made a sim |l ar
approach and statenent indicating that his decision on
heari ng evidence and taking into consideration the
project that was at the end of the |ine was not rel evant
to the consideration of the commttee.

And | think there's sone parallels between
that case and this in that in that case we had a | ot of
i nterested public, public comrent, folks who showed up
with signs, only in that case it was "stop the mne." It
wasn't "stop the wind project.”

It had a political elenent to it in that
various politicians and county supervisors wei ghed in and
wanted to express their opinion because they saw t hat
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opposing the m ne benefited them politically.

In this case |'maware that we have a
comment letter fromtwo state representatives who are not
fromthis district who happen to be running for and
chal I enging the current chairman and the vice chai rman of
the Conmm ssion who have submtted a letter here. And |
would just sinply say this is a case about a transm ssion
i ne project.

The scope of this conmmttee's jurisdiction
is to the transmission |line project. And it's not about
politics. It's not about the next election cycle. It's
about the transmssion line, and in this case the
I nt erconnection project.

So what is the evidence and what does the
record show concerning the interconnection project?

You have before you an application for a
new 345kV generation tie line that extends 27 mles. The
line will connect the Lava Run Wnd project and Lava Run
Sol ar project to the regional grid at the Springerville

Subst ati on.

The line will be single circuit for
approximately 26 mles until it reaches the Lava Run
Sol ar project where it will add that second circuit to

carry the energy fromthe solar project into
Springerville.
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The line will be constructed on state trust
| and except for a short segnent that wll be on TEP-owned
land right at the end of the solar project prior to
I nterconnection at the Springerville Substation.

The project is being sited on rural vacant
| and that's used for grazing. Wthin the project area,
ei ght grazing | essees hold nine grazing | eases with ASLD
As M. Patton has testified, applicants are coordi nating
wi th those grazing | essees and are negoti ating
construction inpact agreenments.

The cl osest residence to the
i nterconnection project is 1.8 mles away. In fact, we
heard public comment fromfolks in the G eens Peak
H deaway and there was public coment that said this
transm ssion line project is going to go through a
residential developnent. |t does not.

The siting statute says that, "The
conmttee may approve or deny an application and may
I npose reasonabl e conditions on the issuance of a
certificate, and in so doing shall consider the foll ow ng
factors as a basis for its action with respect to the
suitability of the plant or the transm ssion |ine siting
plans.” And it outlines a nunber of factors.

So right here, the first factor under 06 is
the existing plans of state, |ocal governnent, and
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private entities.

M. Casteel has testified that the
i nterconnection project conplies with the Apache County
Conmpr ehensi ve Pl an and does not -- is not in disagreenent
with the various other |ocal or other zoning plans that
may ot herwi se apply to ASLD and the interconnection
pr oj ect.

And as | think Menber Mercer has correctly
poi nted out, that there was sone comrent about we were
incorrect in stating that this, the project is under the
jurisdiction of ASLD i nstead of Apache County.

The reality is that, yes, sone of the
zoning regul ations apply to state |land, but that you're
not going to be able to do or build anything on state
| and wi thout State Land's perm ssion.

And what we have and what you've heard
testinmony to is that within the agreenents that this
applicant nmust sign in order to secure the | ease and the
right-of-way, there are a variety of conditions that
ensure the integrity of the soil, ensure that once the
construction activities are conpleted, that there's
restoration of the disturbance, the ground disturbance as
well as plant life.

So there's the variety of those conditions
that are inposed by State Land, and then you have before
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you the agreenent with the Apache County natural resource
entity, and that they will oversee and nonitor and
essentially work, ensure that the applicant perfornms its
obligations under its agreenments with State Land.

So the project does conply with existing
pl ans of state, |ocal governnment, and private entities.

| npact on fish, wldlife, plant life and
associated fornms of life. W' ve just noted that
Exhi bit 27, which are the mnim zation -- the schedul e of
m nim zation conditions, will be applicable to this
proj ect.

Those m nim zation conditions ensure that
the inpacts of this project are not significant, and that
while there is inportant forns of plant and animal life
within the study area for the project, that the inpacts
will not be significant, and that, in fact, the project
can be constructed and is environnentally conpatible with
plant and animal life within the study area.

Transm ssion lines emt alittle bit of
noi se. There is noise during the construction phase, but
it's no different than any other project that this
committee has considered and approved.

The proposed -- the inpact of the project
on the availability of the site for recreational
pur poses, we just -- one of the major concerns fromthe
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community and what you heard from al so nenbers of the
conmttee is the concern over the inpact of the project
on hunti ng.

The testinmony has been and is for the
record that once the project is constructed, it will not
have any i npact on hunting activities.

During the construction phase of the
project, it requires us to coordinate and ensure that
hunters are aware of our activities, and we've just
di scussed and included a condition for coordination with
Arizona Gane and Fi sh.

And then notification of hunters through
Arizona Gane and Fish and the Apache County Natural
Resource Group to ensure that hunting activities are not
i npai red, and that even though these ganme units cover
500, 000-sone units and that our project touches on a
smal|l area, that if you pull an elk tag for unit 1, that
you know where we are and that you're staying away from
the 50 acres that our project touches, and you can go

hunt 1 n the other 500-sone-thousand acres. And the sane

is true for the other ganme units that are touched by this

proj ect.

The commttee has seen the sinulations.
There's portions of the project you see on the right
screen that was our KOP map. There's areas which are
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visible that the interconnection project will be visible
from 60 and 180.

But as you nove to the east you have to be
on either a two track road or hike into an area to see
our interconnection project. So on the east side as we
see on our route tour, it's visible fromthe road, but as
we nove to the east, the project largely is not visible
unl ess you're getting into two track areas, getting
within the grazing | essees, et cetera.

Total environnment of the area. M. Casteel
testified about how the project -- the inpacts of the
project on wldlife, the biology of the area.

And, again, those inpacts are mnim zed and
we have ensured that the project is environnentally
conpati bl e based on our efforts to mnimze inpacts at
the outset and then to deal wth any sort of restoration
or other measures that we can use to ensure that we're
not adversely inpacting wldlife or plant life on a
| ong-term basi s.

Factor 7 is the technical practicability.
This applicant and its affiliates have built any nunber
of projects, interconnection projects, transm ssion |ine
projects like this. This is not newto themand they are
skilled and capable in terns of the building of this
pr oj ect.
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W talked a little bit on costs just
related to the different pole finishes. You have that
information in the record. That's really the only
rel evant cost data. If we were to decide that gal vani zed
is a better finish and the committee wants to order that
the applicant utilize a galvanized pole finish because
they view that sonehow better addresses the visua
i npacts of the interconnection project, you have the cost
data before you

And then any additional factors that
requi re consideration, that's sort of a catch-all.
woul d just say based on the testinony, the evidence, and
the record you have before you, that this project is
environnental ly conpatible. |t neets the factors that
this commttee has historically applied to projects |ike
this. And that we are here to request the CEC with the
appropriate conditions that we've offered and that you
may deci de need to be included in the CEC

But this project is environnentally
conpati bl e when judged as the interconnection project.
This is not a project about the wind project that's at
the end of the line, just as the Rosenobnt case was not a

proj ect about the m ne which was at the end of the |ine.

So with that I'Il end in the sane way that
| started, by sinply saying thank you. | know this was a
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|l ong drive for the nmenbers of the conmttee and the tine

comm tnment even for the nmenbers who are appearing

virtually.

We appreciate your tine, your attention,
your good questions. And we're, yeah, very -- we think
this process works. It's an inportant process. It's an

I nportant part of ensuring that projects |like this do not
adversely inpact the environnent and the communities, and
the interconnection project neets those factors. And so
we'd ask that you issue a CEC for the interconnection
project. So thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Derstine.

All right. | think the next step is to get
my exhibits for the CEC to be | oaded and put on the
screen so we can begin to discuss and del i berate and vote
on the certificate. | think it's appropriate we take
probably about a 15-m nute recess here. So get that
gueued up and then cone back and begin deli berations.
Wth that we stand in recess.

(Recess from10:43 a.m to 11:31 a.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Menbers, you should have Chairman's 1 which
I's the PDF version of the certificate.

We'll refer to that to make anmendnents.
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Chairman's 2 is the Wrd version that will end up being
the final version of the docunent.

Let's confirmwith the renpte nenbers, you
shoul d have received the Chairman's 1 as well as Hearing
Exhi bits 25, 26 and 27. Menber Fontes?

MEMBER FONTES: |'ve received it.

MEMBER HI LL: He said thunbs-up.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Good.

Menber Drago, Menber French? |[|'m seeing
t hunbs- up?

MEMBER DRAGO. Yeah. Good.

CHW STAFFORD: Excellent. Menber
DiGCccio. |If you're on the phone | guess you're not
going to see themif you're driving.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Oh, |'m here. No, no,
no, no. 1've got it. | pulled over and |I'm honme now.
That extra tinme helped me out a lot, M. Chair. No, |'ve

got themin front of me now.

CHW STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you. |[|'ve got
your -- yeabh.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, because Hearing
Exhi bits 26 and 27 will be the starting point for
Exhi bits A and B to the certificate.

Menmbers, if you could review --
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MEMBER DICICCIO. M. Chair. On.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Just a qui ck question.
When do you give the conditions?

CHW STAFFORD: Well, we'll start --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Wien do we nmake notions
on that?

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Well, first we'll

adopt or anend the introduction, the project description,

then we'll nove on to the conditions. And we'll go
t hrough each of those and vote each one individually. If
we were going to make any anendnents to that that wll be

the tine to do it.

And after that we'll vote on the -- no,
it's the findings of fact and conclusions of |aw, and
then we will vote on Exhibit A and in this case | think
we intend to attach an Exhibit B to the certificate as
wel | .

So we'll go just through that in order, and
then once we vote on all those itens, then we'll vote on
the certificate as a whol e.

MEMBER DICICCI O  kay. And so M. Chair,
on that, so again, |I'malways pretty direct about stuff,
" mgoing to be opposing the project, so do | say that
now or just give kind of a short statenent as to why or
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do | wait for the very end or how do | do that?

CHWN STAFFORD: Wait till the end.

VEMBER DI Cl CClI O l|'"'mnot sure. Wait till

the end?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: So now wi Il the nenbers
pl ease review the introduction.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval of the
I nt roducti on.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Al right. W renoved Menber Little from
the list of menbers in attendance. |'ve added all the
party -- the persons who have nmade |inited appearances.

The only thing that will remain to be added to this

section wll be the vote count and the decision of the
commttee, which I will do upon conclusion of the vote.
Al'l in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O No.

CHW STAFFORD: The "ayes" have it. The
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I ntroduction i s adopted.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: One second. Jennifer,
can't hear you.

THE COURT REPORTER: Who was the no vote?

CHW STAFFORD: Di G ccio. Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCI O Yes. | voted no.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now, on to the
proj ect description.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval of the
proj ect description.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes. We'll need to clarify
Exhi bits A and A-1, | guess. |Is that correct?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. There will be --
those were attached to Hearing CG 8.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: So we're not going to use
the Exhibit A attached to that. W're going to start
with Hearing Exhibit 26 for Exhibit A which is the
revised map that had the changes made that we suggested
yest er day.
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But we'll use the same A-1 for the witten
description, the physical, the verbal description of what
the corridor is.

MEMBER KRYDER: So there's no need to anend
the description as it stands; is that correct?

CHW STAFFORD:. Not from ny perspective,
no. But each nenber can review it and determne if they
want to make any changes to it.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: We have -- | have revised
it fromwhat the applicant originally submtted, so if
the applicant would review it and |let nme know if they

have any suggestions they would like the commttee to

of fer.

| did change the tower height. It was
listed as 199. | believe throughout the proceeding it's
been consistently 180, so | nade that change. | left

that as visible so we could see that.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: The rest of the changes
that | made were nerely stylistic and formatti ng.

MEMBER FANT: | nove the project
descri pti on.

CHW STAFFORD: It has been. 1t's been
noved and seconded.
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VMEMBER FANT: Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: | just want to ask your
opinion on this. Substations we don't have jurisdiction
over. But substations are used to describe the project.

Is it worth noting that there are four substations?

Because we -- | nean the project originates
at Substation 1, then we talk about 1 to 3. | just think
the project is nore -- | don't know | was -- is -- the

description of the project is nore conplete if we
identify the substations that are on -- the nunber of
substations on the map or sonething al ong that |ine.

| don't have a preference here. | was just
reading through it and realizing that it never says
there's four substations or --

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | think the
substations are just nerely for -- they're -- all four
are listed on the map, the Exhibit A They're
nonj uri sdictional so they're just on there for
descri ptive purposes.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah, ny only -- maybe
listening to Menber HIl, I'"mwondering if starting, |
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guess it's 8 where it says, "The wind facility, solar
facility, and BESS are nonjurisdictional."

Should we -- could we nodify that to say,
"The wind facility, solar facility, BESS, and the four

proj ect substations are nonjurisdictional" --

MEMBER HILL: | think that's a good
suggesti on.

MR. DERSTINE: -- "project elenents"?

CHW STAFFORD: W could. | nean, we
sonetines. W add that -- let ne scroll forward.

MR. DERSTINE: | have seen other CECs
wth -- are careful to call out the nonjurisdictional

el ements. We have that sentence there. W could just

i nclude the project substations so that they're
referenced. But up to you. | don't know that |'m
worried about it so nuch, but | think it is a reasonable
poi nt of clarification.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, sonetinmes we add a
seventh finding of fact and conclusion of |aw that
substations are nonjurisdictional. Sonetines we don't.
| nean, | think it's pretty clear they're not. The
statute doesn't say it is.

MR. DERSTINE: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: Wien we -- the certificate
doesn't define where the substation has to be | ocated,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 675

it's merely informative about where they are.

MR. DERSTINE: And they're referenced in
the map, which is Exhibit A in ternms of the path of the
transm ssion |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. So ny thought is if
we wanted to, instead of listing it in the project
description we could add that seventh finding of fact and
conclusion of |law that substations are nonjurisdictional

if that's the preference of the commttee and the

appl i cant.
MR. DERSTINE: We're fine either way.
MEMBER HI LL: Either way. The project
wll, soinline 16, "The project wll be constructed as

a single-circuit 345kV transm ssion line for
approximately 24 mles from Substation 1 to Substation 3.
If the substation | ocations change" -- | don't know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, it is, it's going to
be based on what's in Exhibit A So, | nean --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: -- wherever Substation 3
ends up being, it's going to -- well, it's going to have
to be in that corridor because the corridor is where the
line is going to go. They can't reroute the corridor to
nove the substation to the opposite end of where the
solar array woul d be, because the line has to go in the
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corridor that we designate.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.
CHWN STAFFORD: So the substations wou

default have to fall somewhere al ong there.

MEMBER HILL: | think we're ready to v
CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | think as it's witte

covers the several points that we're discussing.

we could vote on it as is.

and seconded.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. |t has been nov

All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  No.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Ciccio votes
The project description is adopted.

Movi ng on to conditions.

| d by

ote.

n, it

t hi nk

ed

no.

MEMBER FANT: | nove Condition 1,
M. Chair.
MEMBER KRYDER: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
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(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none, the
Condition 1 is adopted. Number 2.

MEMBER HI LL: | nove Condition nunber 2.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER HILL: | like the addition of the
limted appearance fol ks and sone of the other cities and
towns, so thank you for that.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'msorry, | can't
under st and you.

MEMBER HILL: | |ike the addition of sone
of the other cities and towns that are nearby and the
limted appearance. So thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because | think the
applicant really initially had the Town of Eagar |i sted,
but they're a person who nade a |imted appearance. That
woul d be redundant that he had Springerville on there.

MEMBER DICICCIO. M. Chair?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Di Ciccio.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Quick question, so | have
an additional condition that | nentioned yesterday, and
how could | add that?
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CHW STAFFORD: | think the easiest way to
add a new condition would be to first vote on all the
exi sting conditions we have, and then cone back and
deci de where in the list of themto add a new conditi on,
and that way, because if we insert a new condition here,
then we have to go -- well, it would change the nunbering
going forward and it would seem ki nd of --

MEMBER DICICCI O Cot it.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's just cleaner if we
just go through the exhibit -- the Chairman's Exhibit 1
first, and then we can insert a new condition or
conditions anyplace we like. And then | can nake
conform ng changes and renunber it appropriately when the
CEC is finalized before | submt it to the Conmm ssion.

MEMBER DI CICCI O Very good. Thank you,
M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Condition 2 has
been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: (Qpposed? Hearing none,
Condition 2 is adopt ed.

Nunmber 3.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 3.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

| renoved the specific reference to ADOT
and ASLD because those are subdivisions of the State. So
to make it -- we don't need nore words if it's to renove
t he redundancy. | think M. Akin did that on one a while
back and | thought that was a good change.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Would this be the
| ocation to add the neeting with Arizona Ganme and Fi sh?

CHW STAFFORD: No, | think the way to do
that would be to add that to the Exhibit B. | think we
had di scussed that adding that to the |ast bullet or
creating a new bullet at the end of that.

Because that was where we tal ked about the
applicant consulting with Gane and Fish, and | think we
can -- they had nentioned conducting a January neeting or
briefing with themto |let them know what the schedul e
woul d be for the com ng years, so they would have the
information to provide to the applicants for hunting
i censes in February.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chair.
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CHW STAFFORD: Condition 3 has been npved
and seconded. All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 3
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 4.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 4.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 4
i s adopted. Nunber 5.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 5.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, is this where we
add Exhibit B in?

CHW STAFFORD: | think it would nake sense
to do so.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 681

MEMBER HILL: Do you have suggested
| anguage or is that on ne?

CHW STAFFORD: Well, first, do we want
to -- do we need to keep the existing where it refers to
the letter fromArizona Gane and Fi sh, and the exhibits,
pages C and D fromthe application? |Is that -- do we
want to keep that and then add Exhibit B or does
Exhibit B elimnate the need to refer to any of these
ot her portions of the application?

MEMBER HILL: | think Exhibit Bis
conprehensive, so | woul d suggest that we -- because
there's three letters from Gane and Fish. | think
they're a little bit -- sonme's about the wind farm
sone's about the transmssion line. | do think we have a
conprehensi ve Exhibit B. And that woul d be ny
pr ef erence.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

M. Derstine?

MR DERSTINE: | -- soin lieu of what you
have there, | have --
CHW STAFFORD: | guess first I'mgoing to

ask you, does your proposed Exhibit B that was
applicants' hearing Exhibit 27, does that enconpass all
these mtigation or mnimzation neasures that are
described in the application, are those captured by
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Exhi bit B?

MR. DERSTINE: Ms. Casteel.

M5. CASTEEL: Yes, and actually there was
sone | anguage changed to make the conditions nore |ike
conditions as opposed to just statenents.

So the Exhibit B is nore accurate, and we
can review that | anguage as well. But even sone of the

| anguage in C and D has been tweaked a little bit to

reflect things that have been di scussed, and to nmake them

nore conditi on focused.

MR. DERSTINE: So in lieu of maybe the | ast

sentence there, | have, |I'l|l nmake a suggesti on.
“Applicants commt to follow the biological resource
m nimzation neasures relevant to the certificate as

shown in Exhibit B."

CHW STAFFORD: And that would replace the

| ast sentence?

MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: The last two sentences?

MEMBER HI LL: That's correct.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So let's let
the scrivener make that change, and then I'll read it
into the record and that will be soneone's notion to
amend Condition 5.
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MEMBER HI LL:
clarification, wll
that we have the annual
in that here?
exhi bits?

CHWN STAFFORD:
we get to Exhibit B.

MEMBER HI LL:

MEMBER MERCER:

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER MERCER:
Condition 5 as anended.

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER MERCER:

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER MERCER:

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER MERCER:

CHWN STAFFORD:
pasti ng.

MS. CASTEEL:

CHWN STAFFORD:

would i ke to anend is from settl| ement

Chairman's 1, page 5,
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Ckay.

Sorry.

i ne 23,
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poi nt of

we revisit Exhibit B to make sure
meeting with Ganme and Fish listed

O would we do that when we go through

| think we'll do that when
Thank you.

Chai r man.

Yes.

| nmove approval of

We need to anend it first.
Ch, I"msorry.

We haven't actually --

| thought we had al ready.

We were just tal king about

| thought we'd changed it.

I think she's cutting and

Bear with ne.

My under st andi ng what we

| ooki ng at

after the word "wldlife,"”
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stri ke the remai nder of the paragraph and replace with
"The applicant shall follow the m nimzation procedures,"
or what's the termwe're using --

MEMBER HI LL: Biological mnimzation
nmeasur es.

CHW STAFFORD: "Relevant to the
certificate as shown in Exhibit B."

MR, DERSTINE: Instead of where it says
"shall commt" it just says "shall follow"

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Coul d you ask that the
screen version in front of ne be expanded a bit? M eyes
don't follow that well. That's much better. Thank you.
Miuch better

MEMBER HI LL: Gabby, do you want to nove
approval as anended?

CHW STAFFORD: We have to adopt the
anendnent. W haven't voted the anmendnent yet.

Sol will read it again to nake sure we
have the | anguage correct. So the amendnent -- and who
made t he anmendnent? Who noved the anmendnent ?

MEMBER HI LL: | did.

CHW STAFFORD: You noved it. And who
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seconded it?

MEMBER HI LL: M.

CHW STAFFORD: Wio seconded it?

MEMBER HI LL: Gabby.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gabby. GCkay. So your
anmendnent, to clarify, is that for Chairman's 1, page 5,
begi nning on line 23 after the word "wildlife," strike
the remai nder of the section, and then replace with, "The
applicants shall follow the biol ogical resource
m nim zati on nmeasures relevant to the certificate as
shown in Exhibit B."

Furt her di scussion?

MEMBER MERCER: Is there nore than one
applicant?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. And then what we'll
do is at the end when we vote to have ne correct
scrivener's errors, |'lIl make that correction throughout
t he docunent because there are actually two applicants,
so.

The amendnent has been noved and seconded.

Al in favor say "aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, anmendnent is
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adopt ed.

Can | get a notion to adopt the condition
as anended?

MEMBER MERCER:  So nove.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 5
as anmended i s adopted.

Nunber 6.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 6.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

M. Derstine, | believe the applicant has
commtted to deploying the bird diverters when it crosses
both the Little Col orado and Coyote Creek.

MR. DERSTINE: |'mlooking to the
envi ronnmental team |Is that correct?

M5. CASTEEL: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The condition
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has been noved and seconded. Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

10/23/2025

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 7.
MEMBER HI LL: | nove Cond
MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

tion 7.

Condition 6

| understand State Land Departnent w |

require a survey of the entire corridor,

not just the

right-of-way. That is correct, M. Derstine?

MR. DERSTI NE: M. Patton,
VR. PATTON: Yes, sir.
MR. DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Condition 7 has been noved

and seconded. Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

is that correct?

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 7
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 8.

MEMBER HI LL: | nove Condition 8.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 8
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 9.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 9.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 9
I s adopt ed.
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Nunmber 10.
MEMBER HI LL:
MEMBER MERCER:
CHWN STAFFORD:

VOLUME IV 10/23/2025

| nove Condition 10.

Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

(A chorus of "

CHWN STAFFORD

Al in favor
ayes.")
Qpposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
Heari ng none,
Nunmber 11.
MEMBER HI LL:
MEMBER MERCER:
CHWN STAFFORD

say "aye."

Moved and seconded.

Condition 10 i s adopted.

| nove Condition 11.

Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:

(A chorus of "

CHWN STAFFORD

Al in favor
ayes.")
Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 12.

MEMBER MERCER:
Condition 12.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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VEMBER KRYDER: Second.

10/23/2025

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 12

i s adopt ed.
Number 13.

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

approval of Condition 13.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 13

i s adopt ed.
Nunmber 14.

VEMBER HI LL: | nove Condition 14.

VEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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| think this would be the place to require
the finish for the poles if the Conmttee was inclined to
do so. | think we had di scussion whether it would be --
whet her the weat hered finish or the galvanized finish
woul d be -- have less of an inpact but the gal vani zed
finish does conme with an increase in cost.

VEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, since | was the

one who wanted to explore that, | just want to be on the
record that | feel like the conmunity needs to nmake that
choice. You know, it's all in the eye of the behol der,

and so | would just encourage the applicant to work with
the community on that.

CHW STAFFORD: But no anendnment for this
condi tion, though.

MEMBER HILL: | don't propose anything.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Is this location to add
proper training for the applicants' personnel to inform
hunters as they enter or exit the area regarding the
construction practices?

CHW STAFFORD: | think that was going to
be addressed in Exhibit B. The Condition 14 has to do
with --
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: Are you on 147

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, we're on 14.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: |'msorry, | thought you
were on 15. My apologies. [|'ll wthdraw

CHW STAFFORD: We're al nost there.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: CGetting there.

CHW STAFFORD: 14 has been noved and
seconded. Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 14
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 15.

MEMBER HILL: | nove Condition 15.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, sane
comment about hunters.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m | ooking to the
applicant. M. Derstine, | think we had intended for
this to be the interactions with the Gane and Fi sh and
hunters was going to be addressed in Exhibit B in the
| ast bul l et point under that.
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| think we can do it there. W don't need
to put it inthis condition. |Is that -- what is the
opi ni on of the applicant on that?

MR, DERSTINE: I'mfine with the pleasure
of the committee. |If you'd rather have it sonewhere
other than B, then this would be an appropriate place to
put it.

But we could anmend B where we're already
tal ki ng about notification of Ganme and Fish. And then,
but, yeah, this mght -- in ternms of training of our
construction personnel, this would be, | think mybe a
| ogi cal and appropriate place to put it to Menber
Comst ock' s comment .

CHW STAFFORD: So we could say --

MEMBER KRYDER: Question, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Derstine, is
Condition B -- does Condition B as it is tentatively
drafted contain this | anguage?

MR. DERSTINE: No, it does not.

MEMBER KRYDER: It does not, okay. | just
didn't want to have it in two pl aces.

MR. DERSTINE: Right. Understood.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. So I think the be
trained wwth --
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, just a
poi nt of discussion, do you believe that the word
"activities" in 15 would include hunting?

CHW STAFFORD: | was | ooking at that. |
think we could potentially, it says, "On site working
protocols for environnentally sensitive area and
activities." You could say, comma, "including
Interactions with hunters on the state |and," or
something to that effect.

So in addition to the proper -- this is
nerely about how to make sure that you have the protocol
sonepl ace to avoid spreadi ng noxi ous weeds and that type
of thing, so | think we could add sonething here to this
that would say in addition, they need to be -- the field
personnel need to be trained in howto -- what to do if
t hey encounter hunters while they're on the site.

| think we heard from M. Patton saying,
well, hey, if we're out there and we're hearing shots
going off, then we're going to stand down and figure out
what's going on. So | think they're going to have a
process in place to handl e that.

| think the place to put it would be
because it's training as to ingress, egress, working
protocols, and then it's not just for environnmentally
sensitive areas, it's going to be also protocols for how
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they will handle hunters and interacting with hunters in
the field.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: So does any nenber have a
suggestion to what to wordsmith that?

MR. DERSTINE: Can | make a suggesti on?

CHW STAFFORD: By all neans, M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTINE: Fromthe word "activities"
on line 15, Ms. Casteel, can you try inserting this
as- proposed | anguage for consideration by the conmttee:

"I'n addition, applicant shall train field
personnel concerning safe interactions with hunters and
hunting activities during construction.”

MS5. CASTEEL: Sorry. Can you read through
that one nore tine?

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. "In addition,
applicant shall train field personnel concerning safe
interactions with hunters and hunting activities during
construction."”

CHW STAFFORD: And we don't need to
ref erence ASLD managed | and because it all is

ASLD- managed | and.

MR, DERSTINE: M. Patton, is that |anguage

acceptable? Wuld you want to nodify it? Wat are your
t hought s?
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MR. PATTON:. The only nodification | woul d
have woul d be al so prior to construction.

MR. DERSTINE: That's a good suggesti on.
Prior to and during construction.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval of the
| anguage as just stated.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So I'll read it
into the record.

The notion before the conmttee is to anmend
Condition 15 to read, "The applicant shall be responsible
for arranging that all field personnel involved in the
project receive training as to proper ingress, egress,
and on-site working protocols for environnentally
sensitive areas and activities.

"I'n addition, applicants shall train field
personnel concerning safe interactions with hunters and
hunting activities prior to and during construction.”

And the rest of the sentence, the | ast
sentence would remain the sane.

MEMBER KRYDER: That is ny proposal.

CHW STAFFORD: It has been noved and
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seconded. Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.

MEMBER MERCER:  Chai r man,
Condition 16.

CHW STAFFORD: Can we get

| nove

15 as anended

t he amendnent

first?

MEMBER MERCER: |'m sorry.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

MEMBER MERCER: | nove Condition 15 as
amended.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

as adopted is anended.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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Nunmber 16.

MEMBER MERCER: Chairman, | nove
Condition 16.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 16
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 17.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Chairman, on 17, we had
di scussi ons on the record about --

CHW STAFFORD: Let's get it noved and then
we'll discuss it.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 17.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: We have sone proposed
revi sed | anguage that reflects and is consistent with the
testinony that was on the record concerni ng what system
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I npact studies remain to be conpl et ed.

That's the systeminpact study for Wnd |1
and then supplying that inpact study to Staff as soon as
applicants receive it, and then to also providing Staff
with the executed interconnection agreenents for the four
di fferent phases of the project. So do we have that on
the screen, Ms. Casteel ?

MS. CASTEEL: Yes. The proposed | anguage
that you had is in green there on the right-hand side.
The red was the previous text.

MR, DERSTINE: So the new proposed | anguage
is in green on the right screen in the hearing room The
original language is in red that foll ows.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The only thing
is that we haven't defined Lava Run Wnd I, Il, any of
that's in the docunents so far

MR. DERSTINE: So we m ght just renove the
reference to Lava Run Wnd Il just so that it reads "Copy
of the remaining systeminpact studies -- study for
I nterconnection at the Springerville Substation.”

And the interconnection -- that |anguage
woul d remai n, and the interconnection agreenents for al
phases when they are executed and approved by applicant
and Tucson El ectric Power Conpany.

CHW STAFFORD: And TEP would be -- it
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woul d be TEP, not Tucson Electric Power.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah, if we've already
referred to it. Yes.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: The major difference | see --
the major difference | see here is that you contenplate
updat ed or anended studies. Have |I m ssed sonet hing
or --

MR. DERSTINE: No, | think that was in |ine
with -- well, I'"mnot sure what the genesis of that,
anended or updated studies. W're not contenplating any
anended or updated studies, | guess it's a catch-all in
case there is an anmendnent, or there were -- additional
study work is required.

But to ny understanding and M. Patton or
M. R eman, if you're still on the line, ny understanding
Is there's not any updated or anended studies that are
cont enpl at ed, we have one outstanding study that we are
waiting to be conpleted, and then the interconnection
agreenents, and so our, what we had tal ked about was
providing all of those to Staff when we have them

MEMBER HI LL: | guess the |ast piece m ght
be we've included -- or the chair included | anguage about
conplying wwth all requirenents contained therein.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025

| have no doubt about that because you
won't be able to interconnect w thout conplying with
them But, M. Chair, do you have any opinions on that?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, that was the phrase
that Menber Little found to be very conforting as in the
condition in the |ast case. And since she's not here for
this one, | thought we should include it in this one as
wel | .

MEMBER HILL: Is the applicant okay if we
i nclude that | ast section about conplying with all
requi rement s?

MR, DERSTI NE:  Sure.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

So any other discussion? If not, I'Il go
ahead and nove the anmendnent to Condition 17.

VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

All right. So we're still crafting the
amendnment. | woul d suggest that we capitalize
"I nterconnection Agreenents,” and then after "Phases"
reference the -- | referred to it before -- of the w nd
facility. That's howit's referred to in the project
descri pti on.

MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And there won't be any nore
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for the solar or BESS, correct? Correct.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: In the first line, we need

the word "with" so that the first line of 17 woul d read:

"The applicants will provide Comm ssion Staff with a
copy.” It's a small thing. Mybe it's not necessary.

CHW STAFFORD: | don't think we need the
"wWwith." It's they will provide -- they provide

Comm ssion Staff with a copy. You could do that or
provide to Comm ssion Staff a copy.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ri ght.

CHW STAFFORD: | think it's half a dozen,
one, six of the other.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Is there --

MEMBER KRYDER: Scrap it.

CHW STAFFORD: You can add the "w th"
there. | think -- wll provide wth a copy.

And then I think after where it says,
"Protect [sic] agreenent with Conm ssion Staff, and
applicants shall conply with all requirenments contai ned"
and then strike "therein" and say "contained in the
I nt erconnection agreenents.”

And then where it says, "Approved by
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applicants and TEP, which will be protected" -- shouldn't
it be "provided"? "Under the existing protect agreenent
with Commi ssion Staff.” | nean, strike "protected.”

And then strike the red portion.

MR. DERSTINE: Can we add to Menber
Little's confort |anguage, just add the word -- the two
words, "if any,” so that it would read with the copy, the
results of any updates, well, it says "any updates,"”
"results or amendnents to these studies.” | think it's

fine as is.

CHW STAFFORD: W struck all that stuff.

MR. DERSTINE: All right.

Ch, | thought we were holding on to Menber
Little's confort | anguage.

CHW STAFFORD: It's "shall conmply with the
requi renments contained in the interconnection
agreenents."

MR. DERSTI NE:  Okay.

CHW STAFFORD: Because hers was j ust
“contained therein." W've got --

All right. So the anendnment is to replace
condition -- the Condition 17 from Chairman 1 with a new
Condition 17 that reads: "The applicants will provide
Comm ssion Staff with a copy of the renmaining system
I npact study for interconnection at Springerville
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Substation, and the interconnection agreenents for al
phases of the wind facility when they are executed and
approved by applicants and TEP, which will be provided
under the existing protective agreenent with Conm ssion
Staff, and applicants shall conply with all requirenents
contained in the interconnection agreenents."”

MR, DERSTINE: | think the only suggestion
I would have is | think we want to obligate ourselves to
provi de the interconnection agreenents for not only the
wind facility but also the solar facility. So it would
just be the wind facility and the solar facility
I nterconnection agreenents for -- for both.

CHW STAFFORD: You want to say w nd
facility, solar facility, and BESS?

MR. DERSTINE: | think the BESS is covered
under and studi ed under the solar facility studies.

CHW STAFFORD: That's just one.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yeabh.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. That's a good

addi ti on.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. So whose --
whose -- this is your notion, wasn't it, Menber H|IIl?
MEMBER HILL: Yes. Do | need to nove --
CHW STAFFORD: Well, it's -- it's been
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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noved. Just clarify that this, that the | anguage, that
| anguage on the screen that |'m about to read is indeed
what your notion is.

MEMBER HILL: It is indeed.

CHWN STAFFORD: And it was seconded by
Menmber Kryder.

So |l will read the condition inits
entirety to nake sure it's clear on the record.
Repl aci ng the Condition 17 from Chairman's 1 with new
Condition 17 that reads: "The applicants will provide
Commi ssion Staff with a copy of the remaining system
I npact study for interconnection at Springerville
Substation, and the interconnection agreenents for al
phases of the wnd facility and the solar facility when
they are executed and approved by applicants and TEP,
which will be provided under the existing protective
agreenent with Comm ssion Staff, and applicants shal
conply with all requirenents contained in the

I nt erconnection agreenents.”

That is your notion, it has been noved and

seconded. Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

i s adopt ed.

Heari ng none, the anendnent

Can | get | guess it's a notion to adopt

the --
MEMBER FANT:
MEMBER HI LL:
CHWN STAFFCRD

So noved.
Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
(A chorus of

CHWN STAFFORD

Al in favor say "aye.
ayes.")
Qpposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD
been adopt ed.

Nunber 18.

MEMBER HI LL:
Condi tion 18.

MEMBER MERCER:

CHW STAFFCRD

Condition 17 as anended has

| nove approval of

Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
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i s adopt ed.

Condi tion 19.

Sorry.

vot ed nay?

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 18

Number 109.
VEMBER MERCER: Chai rman, | npbve

MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: No, no, no. No, no, no.

CHW STAFFORD: Condition 19 is adopted.
MEMBER COVMSTOCK: | oppose the condition.
CHW STAFFORD: Onh, did you oppose? You

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | vote nay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sorry. | was reading.
CHW STAFFORD: Condition by a vote of all

ayes and one nay from Menber Constock, Condition 19 is

adopt ed.
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MEMBER HI LL:
MEMBER MERCER:
CHWN STAFFORD:
Agai n,
hei ght of the tower, of the
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFCRD

VMEMBER KRYDER:

confirm ng 180 feet
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| nove Condition 20.
Second.
Furt her di scussi on.

is the nmaxi num

pol e structures. Correct.
M. Chai r man.
Yes, Menber Kryder.

Was there not a w der

right-of-way than 200 feet at the far east end?

CHWN STAFFORD:
significantly w der,
transm ssion line will be --
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFORD:

and seconded. Furt her

The corridor is

but the right-of-way for the

It remains at 2007?
Correct.
Okay. Just a question.

Conditi on 20 has been noved

di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
(A chorus of

CHWN STAFFORD:

All in favor say "aye."
ayes.")
Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

I s adopt ed.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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Nunmber 21.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 21.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 21
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 22.

MEMBER HI LL: | nove Condition 22.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair, just a m nor
point, is Eagar a town, a nunicipality, or a city?

MEMBER DICICCIQO Springerville is a town.

MEMBER FANT: It's a town?

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, | can confirm here.
In their own docunment they refer to thenselves as the
Town of Eagar.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Condition 22 has been noved

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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and seconded. Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 22
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 23.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 23.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Yes. M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DICICCIO  So 23 is a pretty
significant amendnent. Basically it allows themto
transfer the certificate to -- it doesn't say any
requirenent at all, so, for exanple, and |'mjust using
what we did at the Cty of Phoeni x whenever we had
approvals like this.

They had to come back to us for, let's say
they transferred it to LLC nunber 3. They had to cone
back to us, and then we would have to verify whether or
not they were financially capable of finishing the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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proj ect, whether or not they had experience in the
project, we had a whole list of things, too many things
to add on to here at this tine.

But, and let nme give you ny cautionary tale
here. Wthout any type of requirenment that has been done
wth people with X anount of experience or X anount of
financial capability, the LLC would be just an enpty
shell to where a project that just sits there, collects

rust and nobody's responsible for it at that point.

Wen we do -- when | do commerci al
projects, | always require -- and | nean al ways, even on
the small ones -- that they have to cone back to ne for

sone type of approval so that | can vet the new entity,
and that it's not just an enpty shell and they're just
trying to get out of the |ease.

Li kewi se here, and | don't know what the
law is, M. Chairman, because you would know it better
than |, but can we put |anguage in there that says that
any transfer has to be approved by the Corporation
Comm ssi on?

And we've done that at the city as well.
Whenever we do a devel opnent agreenent, we have | anguage
in there that if there's going to be a transfer they have
to cone back to us and they have to vet the new entity.

My brother, | have to give the guy credit,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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because he's taught ne a | ot, but he used to be the head
for risk managenent in the state of Arizona, and we
actually had a conversation sonmething like this a few
years back, that you can never put in such | oose | anguage
where it doesn't allow the vetting of a new entity. So
can we put sonething in there that it is required to go
back to approval.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's not how the
Commi ssion rules are structured.

MEMBER DICICCI O Ckay. | don't know. |
don't know.

CHW STAFFORD: The statute, well, 'l
tell you. So --

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. |'msure you will.

CHW STAFFORD: It says subject to
limtation conditions as otherw se prescribed by |aw, a
certificate may be transferred to any el ectric conpany or
electric utility agreeing to conply with the terns,
limtations, and conditions inposed by the certificate.

And then Conm ssion Rule 14-3-213,
subsection E -- no, subsection F, it says, "Upon notice
filed with the conmttee and acconpani ed by an agreenent
on a formsupplied by the cormmttee in which the
transferee agrees to conply with the terns, limtations
and conditions contained wthin certificate of
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envi ronnental conpatibility, such certificate nay be
transferred to any utility."

So the Commission has it set up to where
the transfer is just done upon notice to the Conm ssion,
and the transferee assunmes all the obligations of the
transferor.

However, if you look at Condition 25 of the
certificate --

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Let ne get to it. Okay.

CHWN STAFFORD: It says, "The applicants'
responsibilities with respect to conpliance of the
conditions shall not be ceased or abated by reason of the
fact that the applicant is not in control of or
responsi bile of the operation and mai ntenance of the
project facilities."

The Comm ssion doesn't have a process set
up to transfer the certificate --

MEMBER DICICCI O  Cot it.

CHW STAFFORD: -- that requires themto
approve it.

MEMBER DICICCI O Yeah. | see.

CHWN STAFFORD: But the conditions say,
| ook, they have to conply with -- the original CEC hol der
can still be --

MEMBER DICICCI O CGot it.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: -- held responsible --
MEMBER DICICCIO | got it.
CHW STAFFORD: -- if the successor nesses

up.

MEMBER DICICCIO. Right. No, | got it.
don't agree with it, but | got it.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | do just want to say on
behal f of Menber Di Ciccio, there's going to be a |ot of
consolidation in this industry in the next decade
potentially, and | think when a lot of this stuff -- when
the state statute was witten in 1971, the rules haven't
changed in a long tinme in any significant way for
decades, | think he raises a point that the body shoul d
be thi nki ng about.

Because | do understand we're concer ned
about the financial wherewithal. | amgood with the
| anguage we have, but | want to put a pinin this
conversation because | do think the industry is noving
and changing so quickly that we really need to understand
what it nmeans to transfer these certificates.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, the Conm ssion has a
notice out to anend the line siting rules. | think al
t he nenbers shoul d have received a copy of the proposed
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amendnment .

So | think the comment period, the official
comment period ended on Monday, but they will be hol ding
sone kind of open neeting to discuss potential changes,
so that process is ongoing. They're going to nodernize
the rul es.

Because they are pretty -- pretty old and
out of date. | think one of the things that | think
everyone's going to be happy to see gone is the certified
mai | notices for nmenbers. | think the 25 paper copies of
filings. And the newspaper publications that are
anachronistic at best, | think of all the hearings that
|'"ve attended, | don't think anyone has ever showed up
and said | heard about this proceeding in the paper.

They' ve seen the signs, they saw it on
soci al nmedia, they heard about it from sonebody, but no
one, |'ve never heard anybody actually receiving notice
fromthe publications in the newspaper. Not saying it's
never happened, but |I'msaying it's not really effective.
I think that's one of the big changes they're going to
make to the line siting rules going forward.

Al right. So we have --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you both for your
comments. Thank you both.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. So we have
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di scussi on?
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and seconded. Furt her

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
(A chorus of
CHWN STAFFCORD
MEMBER DI CI CCl
CHWN STAFFCRD
Di Ciccio is opposed.
MEMBER DI Cl CClI
CHWN STAFFORD:
Nunmber 24.
MEMBER KRYDER:
approval of Condition 24.
MEMBER HI LL:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFCRD
MEMBER KRYDER:
standing for? Up there on |
MR. DERSTI NE:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFCRD

nunber .

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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M. Chairman, | nove
Second.
Furt her di scussion?
M . Chai r man.
Menber

Yes, Kryder.

What's the nunmber 10
i ne 28.

That's the page nunber.

Oh, that's the page nunber.
Oh, it surprises ne. kay.
Yeah, that's the page
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MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. | guess it
cones right after 9, doesn't it?

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al nost every tine.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Wiy is the Town of Eagar
struck fromthis particular notification?

CHW STAFFORD: Because they are a person
who nmade |imted appearance in the docket. And so that's
one clarification that woul d be made because it shoul dn't
say "parties.” It should be persons who made limted
appearance in the docket. But that would be -- we can
either formally amend it now.

That -- | would consider that to be a
conform ng change or a scrivener's error to be corrected,
because throughout the rest of the docunment it's persons
who nmade |imted appearances, because they're not
parties. Parties are the applicant and intervenors. But

we only have one party to this matter and that's the

appl i cant.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: 24 has been noved and
seconded.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 24
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 25.

MEMBER MERCER: Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 25.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

We should anend it to strike the CEC 248 at
the end. | mssed that one. It didn't take.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  To strike?

CHW STAFFORD: Is that a question, Menber

D Ci cci 0?
MEMBER DI CICCI O Yeah, is that to strike
the CEC -- I'"'mgood with 25, but | just want to know --
CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, it's sinply --
MEMBER DI CI CCl O? -- what the notion was
for.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: It's to renove the red
bracketed CEC 248. And usually | strike all those so we
don't have to do that for each one. But | mssed this
one or didn't -- | didn't save after | did it or
something. So that was --

MEMBER DICICCI O  Cot it.

CHW STAFFORD: Has there been a second?

MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Mercer the second.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none, the
anmendnment' s adopt ed.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

MEMBER HI LL: Move for approval of
Condi tion 25.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: As anended?

MEMBER HI LL: As anended, yes.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 25
I s anmended as adopt ed.

Now, Menmber Di G ccio, you had wanted to
di scuss addi ng a condition.

MEMBER DICICCI O Correct. O adding to.
The only two that | saw that it could add to was either
nunber 1 or nunber 2, but let ne read you the condition
at | east.

And I'Il go slowwith it but it follows the

l'ine of questioning that | had at the very begi nning of
the neeting, and the one at the end where | asked them
you know, are you going to build the wind -- | nean, if
you build the wind -- if you don't build the wind farm
you didn't get approved for the wwnd farm does the
transm ssion line get built? And they said no.

So | want to make sure that that gets
nmenorialized in this -- and | think this would go a | ong
ways with the communities out there to know that if the
w nd farm doesn't get built nothing el se does except for
the solar side. It separates the two.
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So the | anguage | was |ooking at is in the
event the applicant does not receive the approval for the
wind farm the applicant agrees to not construct the line
meant for the wind farm

CHW STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at
M. Derstine. | seemto recall it was, | think at the
stop and all the tines in this room because | think the
portion of the line that was described for the w nd
facility would be from Substation 3 to Substation 1, and
wi thout the -- and without the wind facility it would
still construct the line from3 to the Springerville
Subst ati on.

Is that an accurate recollection of the
testi nony?

MR, DERSTINE: |Is that right, M. Patton?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER DICICCI O | do think that that
| anguage woul d hel p, you know, to sone level wth the
conmmunity out there.

CHW STAFFORD: They're trying to get it up
on the screen here, what you've proposed. Can you see
t he screen, Menber Di Ciccio?

MEMBER DICICCI O No. That's okay. |If
it's read to nme, |I'ma quick |earner.
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CHW STAFFORD: The funny thing is, though,
when you're talking we can't see the screen either.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'Il pass. Nothing.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So where would you
propose to add this condition?

MEMBER DICICCIO. | would think that it
woul d be in itemnunber 1 or nunber 2, nore than likely
in 1 if you don't want to create a new nunber.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Wi ch | understand.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So do | have a
notion to reopen Condition 1 for M. DiCiccio?

MEMBER DICICCI O Motion to reopen.

CHW STAFFORD: Do | hear a second?

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So you're
suggesting that we add to Condition 1 after the -- at the
end of the paragraph a new sentence that would read: "In
the event that the applicants do not receive approval for
the wind facility, the applicants will not construct the
project for the wwnd facility, (i.e., the transm ssion
line from Substation 1 to Substation 3.)"
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MEMBER DI CI CCI O Correct, because that's
what we can deal with is only the transn ssion site,
whi ch the applicant agrees to as well. | just want to
menorialize it in the docunent.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. |'mlooking at the
screen. There should not be a "that" after "w nd
facility."

"Woul d" should be "will."

No, no, no. After "applicants"” the word
"woul d" should be "will."

It should be "the portion of the project
for the wwnd facility.™

All right. So add the sentence, "In the
event the applicants do not receive approval for the w nd
facility, the applicants will not construct the portion
of the project for the wind facility, (i.e., the
transm ssion |line from Substation 1 to Substation 3)."
And the i.e. is in parentheses.

| s that your notion, Menber D G ccio?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O That works. Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you were the
second?

MEMBER FANT: | was the second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Further
di scussi on?
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' m | ooking at you, M. Derstine.

MR, DERSTINE: |I'm | ooking at the |anguage.
| think the suggestion that applicants would nmake, we're
generally with the condition whether you're tacking it on
to 1 or it's a standalone, to sinply nodify Menber
DiCiccio' s condition to read "In the event the applicants
do not construct the wind facility, the applicants w ||
not construct the portion of the project for the wind
facility, i.e., transmssion |line. Yeah, the remainder
of that is fine.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber
Di Ci cci o.

MEMBER DICICCI O Yes. That should be
fine. | would -- | |like the word "approval" better. But
what if it's not the applicant that constructs -- well,
that woul d make sense, then. |If this ends up getting
approved. |'mgood with that.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber
Di G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCIO | understand the | ogic.

CHWN STAFFORD: Just, again, to be clear on
the record, the last, Menber DiCiccio' s anendnent is to
add a sentence to Condition 1 that reads, "In the event
that the applicants will not construct the portion of the
project for the wwnd facility, (i.e., the transm ssion
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line from Substation 1 to Substation 3.)"

That has been noved and seconded.

MEMBER DICICCI O May | ask anot her
question, or just a quick question.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DICICCIO |' mupgradi ng you every
single time. | have a question to M. Derstine. So when
you mention the applicant, that's -- when you say the
word "applicant,” | get it, and | get what you're trying

to get at, too.

That woul d assunme that this project has
been approved and gone forward; correct? Because if no
one builds it, |I nmean if it gets built, it has to be
approved; correct?

CHW STAFFORD: Well, it can't be built
until it's approved. This transm ssion |line cannot be
constructed without a certificate.

MEMBER DICICCIO Right. Right. No, no,
no. I'mjust -- and |'magreeing. | just needed work --
["mjust working it through ny head with an extra word,
Matt, and yeah, that shoul d worKk.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The anendnent
has been noved and seconded. Further discussion?

Menber Const ock?
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: No, sir. | was just
getting ready to vote.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Al in

favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed.

MEMBER KRYDER: Nay.

MEMBER MERCER:  No.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wait. | heard ayes and
nays when | said "opposed." | heard Menber Kryder voted
no?

MEMBER FONTES: No.

MEMBER MERCER: | voted no.

MEMBER KRYDER: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And Menber Mercer voted no.

Were there any other no votes?

VMEMBER FONTES: Menber Fontes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, let's do a roll cal
vote, then, because I'mnot -- the voice vote only works

if it's unaninmous, typically, or there's one dissenting
vote. There's enough here I think we need to do it on a
roll call basis.

So we're voting on the anmendnent to
Condition 1. Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Nay.
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CHW STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO:  Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: It cones down to ne. This
Is the first time that |I've had to break a tie. O
actually it wouldn't break a tie. It would be --

MEMBER KRYDER: Make a tie.

CHW STAFFORD: 1'Il vote aye and then it
wi |l be approved.

So the anendnent passes 6 to 4.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: | don't think it really
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I nposes nmuch a condition. It just nore states a fact.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So can | get a
notion to adopt Condition 1 as anended?

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER DICICCIO Mdtion to approve. Oh,
sorry. Go ahead.

CHW STAFFORD: So notion was from Menber
Fant, seconded by Menber Di Ciccio.

Furt her di scussion?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: This is a techni cal
guestion | guess directed to you, M. Chairman. 1Is it
within the purview of this conmttee to give this sort of
direction to the applicant?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, because it only
concerns the transmssion line. And it's not really
direction. It kind of states a fact. |It's not because
there's no way they're going to build 24 m | es of
transm ssion line to nowhere. It's just not going to
happen.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. It seens |like -- and
| haven't, you know, like all of us, we kind of got this
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and have to take a decision. | really feel for the
applicant who had to take a quick decision here in three
or four mnutes as to whether they would approve this or
nodify it or whatever.

But it seens that we're stepping really,
really close to the line and in ny case, | believe we've
stepped at least a foot on the line or across in noving
away fromthe central purpose of this commttee.

And noving forward giving direction to the
committee, that's ny concern and that's the reason
voted no on the anmendnent. And | believe | will vote
accordingly on the approval of the nodified Condition 1.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTINE: | nean, | appreciate Menber
Kryder's comments, and | am-- | think my position would
be inline with his. | think ny viewis that the

appl i cant doesn't necessarily support or welcone the

condition, but we can live with it. And if the conmttee

has voted in favor of it, then we'll abide by the
condi tion.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | want to explain ny vote as
wel | .
| think that Menber Di G ccio yesterday nade
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a really good point about the inportance of both the
community and the applicant experiencing sone pressure to
wor k together and to coordinate and identify how best to
nove a project forward. And | feel like we are upsetting
t he bal ance of that process around the wind facility
which isn't our jurisdiction by injecting this |anguage,
frankly.

And so that -- to Menber Kryder's point, |
realize that, you know, it makes no financial sense to
extend this line if the wind facility isn't built. But I
do feel like in fairness to the applicant and the
community and creating pressure to devel op sonet hing that
wor ks for everybody, we've underm ned that conversation
inthe wind facility. And so that's why | voted no and
"1l be voting no to the anmendnent to the docunent.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO It's a | ogical change or
amendnment. It just basically nenorializes what they said
in the conmttee, | nmean, if there's no wnd farm And
this is just about the transm ssion |ine anyway, so they
just won't build the transmssion line. | think it's
pretty sinple. | don't think it's very conplicat ed.

It's 100 percent within our purview because we deal with
the transmssion line. So I"'mjust putting into the
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anmendnent what they've already agreed to. And | made
sone change at the end as well. So I'll be voting yes.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: In the sane |ine of Menber
HIll, tonme it's like as a matter of fact, is that old
sayi ng, what cones first, the chicken or the egg? It's
obvious that they will not build this line unless they
have approval for the wind farm

So I don't think the applicant needs this
| anguage as a condition for themto do it. | nmean,
they're going to do it or not. | nean, based on their
bei ng approved for the project, either project.

And | i ke Menber Hi Il said, this is beyond
our control or our purview of what this Conmm ssion is
supposed to do. W cannot ask the applicants to have
this condition because it's obvious that they will not
build it if they're not approved. And | amvoting no on
t he anmendnent.

CHW STAFFORD: The anmendnent's al ready
passed. | guess the next step is to adopt --

MEMBER MERCER:  Adopt --

CHW STAFFORD: -- Condition 1 as anended.

Has that been noved? Has condition as
amended been noved?
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MEMBER DICICCI O Mdtion to nove.

CHW STAFFORD: | think Menber Di Ciccio
did. And who was the second? Was it Menber Fant? You
didn't second one that's anended? He's shaking his head.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: 1'Il second it.
M. Chairman, |'ll second it.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you,
Menber Const ock.

Furt her di scussion?

| think this amendnent doesn't materially

change anything. It just states a fact that the
applicant has admtted. | think for Menber Di C ccio
to -- for himto vote, | guess, yes on the certificate

he'd require this condition.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Hang on a second.
Yes, Menber Di G ccio?

MEMBER DICICCIO What's up? |'msorry.

CHW STAFFORD: The point of this amendnment
to Condition 1 is to give you -- to make you confortable
with voting for the certificate as a whole, is it not?
nmean, if --

MEMBER DICICCIO  No, it's not. No, |
won't be supporting it. | support the condition.
Li kew se for the sane reason | supported all the other
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conditions, with the exception of Nunber 23.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So even with this
adoption of this amended condition, you're not still not
going to support the certificate?

MEMBER DICICCIO No, sir. And the reason
why is | have other reasons why |I'm not supporting the
certificate which I'Il outline before the vote. But |
want to make sure that if it does pass, which | believe
it would, that it's got enough things in it that makes it
nore viable for the Conmm ssion.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: There's a basic principle
that | learned in witing contracts that the fewer the
words, well constructed, the better they are interpreted
in the future.

And if this is, in fact, this anmendnent as
it's stated is as you said a statenent of fact and as
Menmber Mercer said, it is illogical for the applicant to
build 28 of the 30 mles or back of the envelope, if the
wind facility is not approved, and | would certainly
agree to that, then ny question is are we, as | stated
before, stepping across the [ine of our jurisdiction?

Close to it, but naybe not across. But |
beli eve we're addi ng | anguage that is unnecessary and
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potentially confusing in the future. And therefore | am
opposed to it.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Kryder.

Now, all right. So we had six yeses and
four noes for the amendnent.

| guess at this point we can either vote
the condition as anended or if a person who was in the
successful vote for the amendnent can request a
reconsi deration of the anmendnent.

MEMBER KRYDER: Pl ease restate that again
so |' m under st andi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: The anmendnent has passed.
So the next step is either sonmeone who voted yes on the
amendnment can nove to reconsider the anendnment. O we'll
nove forward and vote on the condition as amended.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove reconsideration.

CHW STAFFORD: You voted no on the
anmendnment. Sonmeone who voted yes on the anendnent has to
nove that.

MEMBER DICICCIO He can't.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m not seeing or hearing
any notion to reconsider from soneone on the successful
si de.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

734



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250

Condition 1 as anended

seconded. We'Ill do the another rol

Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER:  No.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber

MEMBER MERCER:  No.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Menber
MEMBER COMBTOCK:  Aye.
CHWN STAFFORD:  Menber
MEMBER FANT:  No.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Menber
MEMBER HI LL: No.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Menber
MEMBER FRENCH  Aye.
CHWN STAFFORD:  Menber

MEMBER FONTES: No.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber
MEMBER DRAGO:  Aye.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber
MEMBER DI CI CClI O Aye.
CHWN STAFFORD: That's

Regardl ess of how -- and |'I|

as anmended i s not adopted.
So | guess now t hat we
MEMBER KRYDER:

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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vote no,
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has been noved and

vot e.

Mer cer.

Const ock

Fant .

Hill.

French.

Font es.

Dr ago.

Di C cci o.

five to four, nay.

so the condition

have --

M . Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: | guess we need to have --
we anended it but we didn't adopt it, so now we have no
Condition 1.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nobve to approve
Condition 1 in the | anguage that is shown absent the
anmendnent shown in green.

CHW STAFFORD: You nean as it appears on
Chai rman' s Exhibit 17

MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The notion
before the coomittee is to adopt Condition 1 as it
appears on Chai rman Exhibit 1.

Let's do another roll call vote.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber D G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO |I'mgoing to support the
noti on because it's logical and | wll do that and, you
know, just keep the harnony going as well. And | do

appreciate giving nme the opportunity to add that in
t here.
But at the sanme tine | think nmy anmendnent
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was very logical, fit inline with the transm ssion |line
side of it and the applicant had already agreed to do it.
| thought it was fine and it conpletely was within the
purview of our committee to deal with the transm ssion
side of it. But I'mgoing to be supporting this one just
to make sure that this gets in there.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So wth that
being said, it is -- the npotion has been nade by Menber
Kryder to adopt the original Condition 1 as it appears on
Chai rman's Hearing Exhibit 1. It was seconded by Menber
Fant .

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 1
Is -- the original Condition 1 is readopted.

All right. Now, before we go on to the

Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usions of Law, | think we need

to take a brief five- to ten-mnute recess. W stand in

recess.
(Recess from12:54 p.m to 1:10 p.m)
CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
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record.

Unl ess any nenbers propose to add any
addi tional conditions, we're ready to nove on to the
Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usions of Law. Hearing none,
can | get a notion to adopt Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law nunber 17

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion? Yes.
Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
Fact and Concl usi on of Law nunber 1 is adopt ed.

Nunmber 2.

MEMBER HILL: | nove Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law nunber 2.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

MEMBER FANT: Nay.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Did | hear a nay?
MEMBER FANT: One.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant voted nay.

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law

nunber 2 i s adopted.

Nunber 3.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Finding of Fact and Concl usi on of Law
nunber 3.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER FANT:  Nay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant was the | one no

vot e.

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usion of Law

nunmber 3 i s adopted.

Nunber 4.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law nunber 4.
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MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER FANT: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

MEMBER FANT: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant is the |one no
vote. Finding of Fact and Concl usi on of Law nunber 4 is
adopt ed. Nunber 5.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio, you
had a --

MEMBER DICICCI O On, just a quick question
for M. Fant. | totally respect his opinion on things.
He's brilliant, actually. 1Is there a reason | need to be
opposed to it too or not? | don't know If you want to,
you don't have to necessarily tell nme if it's none of ny
busi ness. |'mjust kind of curious on those.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, would you care
to explain your vote?

MEMBER FANT: |I'mjust trying to be
consi stent.

MEMBER DICICCI O Okay. Like | said, it's
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none of ny business. | just wanted to know.

MEMBER FANT: |'m happy to talk. | just
try to be consistent. That's all.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  kay.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. On to Finding
of Fact and Concl usi on of Law nunber 5.

MEMBER HILL: | nove Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law Nunber 5.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

MEMBER FANT: Nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant votes nay.

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usion of Law
Nunmber 5 i s adopted.

Nunber 6.

MEMBER MERCER: Chairman, | nove Finding of
Fact and Concl usi on of Law numnber 6.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
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(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER FANT: | pass.

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  No.

MEMBER FANT: Nay, just nmake it easy.

MEMBER DICICCI O |'m nay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menbers Di Ciccio and Fant
vot e no.

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usion of Law
nunmber 6 i s adopted.

Menbers, was there -- | think we had
di scussi on prior about adding Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law nunber 7 stating that the substations
are nonjurisdictional. Do we -- | nmean it's this stating
a fact, it's -- sonetines we include that, sonetines we
don't. | think it's pretty clear that they're

nonj uri sdi cti onal .

MEMBER MERCER: It would be redundant.

CHW STAFFORD: |Is there a notion? |'m not
hearing -- all right. Myving on to Exhibit A And the
proposed Exhibit A for the certificate is hearing
Exhibit CG26. Can | get a notion to adopt that as
Exhi bit A?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
adoption of Exhibit A Item 26.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, hearing Exhibit 26.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: The version that | have
that's | abeled as CG 26, |'m assunm ng the orange squares
that are nunbered 1 through 4 are depicting the
subst ati ons.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER FRENCH: But there is nothing on the
map that indicates what those are. So if he could add
that into the legend | think that woul d be descriptive.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, | think there's a few
changes that need to be nade. So the first one could be
to add the substations to the | egend.

The second would be in the legend it says,
it has the blue squiggle as the Little Col orado River.
But it's also Coyote Creek

MEMBER KRYDER: No. Coyote Creek is off to
the right.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. So that would be --
the 1 egend shoul d be changed so it doesn't say -- it
shoul d say river or sonmething. Because it's going to --
it represents the river and the creek so it wouldn't just
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be Little Col orado River.

MEMBER KRYDER: Do these changes need to be
menori al i zed?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, we're just kind of
tal ki ng through what we need to do, and then we'll nmake
the notion to nake the changes to the exhibit.

So I'"'m |l ooking to the applicant. Wat
woul d be the npbst accurate way to caption the | egend
instead of Little Colorado River? Wuld it be river --
because the actual Little Colorado River and Coyote Creek
are | abeled on the map thenselves. So |'m just curious
what term should be used. Should it be river, creek,
wat er feature?

MEMBER HI LL: River or creek.

MEMBER FANT: Little Colorado is called
river. | think it's recognized.

CHWN STAFFORD:. W can't hear you, Menber
Fant. You' ve got to speak into the m crophone.

MEMBER FANT: | think the Little Col orado
Is recognized as a river. Titled river.

CHWN STAFFORD: So shoul d the caption just
say river or -- and/or river or creek?

MEMBER FANT:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Then we have -- so the only
other transm ssion lines that are on the map are the ones
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com ng out of the Springerville Substation. They're all
345kV; correct? Looking at the applicant to confirm
t hat .

MR. DERSTI NE: Yes, based on the
transm ssion study maps we saw that they are -- the
facilities shown are all 345kV.

CHW STAFFORD: And then they are all
| abel ed, you have one | abeled as TEP and SRP. 4 is just
TEP and then one is El Paso.

MR. DERSTINE: That's our best information.
That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. So we need
changes to that.

So any ot her changes we think we need to
make to Exhibit A? Looking to Menber Fontes. Menber
Font es?

MEMBER FONTES: | am good, M. Chairman. |
usual |y have sone fine tuning points but in this version,
| think I'm good.

CHW STAFFORD: Excellent. So the corridor
is the sane width until you get to the inset where it
shows the wi der corridor around the Springerville
Subst ati on.

MR. DERSTINE: You al so have the call out of
the inset box for the wi der corridor around project
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Subst ati on Nunber 2.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. Well, that's in the
| ower inset. GCkay. So that captures all the different
wi dt hs of the corridor? Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So we
have noved to adopt Hearing Exhibit CG 26 as Exhibit AK
Can | get a notion to anend it to make the changes we
have just di scussed?

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: So to clarify, the notion
Is to anend Exhibit A to add the substations for the
project to the | egend and to change the | egend where it
says Little Colorado River to say instead river or creek.
That is the anmendnent.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
to Exhibit A is adopted.

Can | get a notion to adopt Exhibit A as
amended?
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MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Wio was the second? Menber
Mercer. Al right.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

MEMBER FANT: Aye. Sorry.

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  No.

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none. Wait. |Is
that D Ciccio?

MEMBER DICICCI O Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. One -- Menber
DiCicciois the |lone no vote.

Exhi bit A as anended i s adopted.

Can | get a notion to consider hearing
Exhibit CG 27 as -- to adopt as Exhibit B to the
certificate.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | believe that we
need to add sonething and unfortunately the bullets

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

747



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025

aren't nunmbered, but it is the last bullet at |east.
Regarding the Gane and Fish notice on construction
schedule. And I'd like to hear from Menber Constock on
what that date should be or what would neet the needs of
those -- of that interest group.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: If the intent is to
nmenorialize the date of the neeting wwth Arizona Gane and
Fish, I thought we agreed to January of each cal endar
year; is that correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ms. Hill, does that hel p?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, that's great. | just
don't know all the tinme lines. And any tine in January
is good for you?

CHW STAFFORD: And so just for
clarification, Exhibit B, the parts that are stricken
t hrough, they wll not appear on the Exhibit Bas it is
attached to the certificate. Those wll be renoved.

And t hen, Menber Constock, were you going
to make a notion to amend the last bullet?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yes, M. Chair man. |
make that notion. And | would encourage us to add the
words "Notify AGFD at or on January of each cal endar year
of the anticipated construction schedule.™
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CHW STAFFORD: | believe the applicant's

got sone suggested | anguage up on the screen.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Even better
CHWN STAFFORD: So is your anmendnent to add

to the last bullet on page 3 of CG 27, Exhibit B, a

sentence to read: "By January 15th of each year of

constructi on,

the applicant will nmeet with AG-D to

provide information on construction schedul e as known and

as it rel ates

to applicable hunting seasons.”

MEMBER COVSTOCK: If | may have just a

nonent, Chai r nan.

adequate tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | believe that provides
Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER HI LL: Wth that notion I'Il second
t hat .

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnment
I s adopt ed.
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One other thing for clarification. It has
the nunbers on the |ast section, it says from AG-D. Do
we want to --

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Can | propose an anendnent to
stri ke the headi ngs "Additional Measures"” from Exhibit D,
"OQther,"” and from AG-D request to add "By Comm ttee" just
because | think it should just be a |list of neasures.

CHW STAFFORD: Right, with no nunbers and
no headi ngs.

MEMBER HI LL: Wth no nunbers and no
headi ngs. That's right.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER HILL: [I'll make that notion.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
I s adopt ed.

Can | get a notion to adopt Exhibit B?
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MEMBER HI LL: So noved as anmended.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Exhibit B as
adopt ed i s anended.

All right. W are now ready to vote on the
certificate as a whol e.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Chairnman, there was an
A-1 which was the route description.

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, yes. And that is --
that one is the A-1 that's attached to hearing
Exhi bit CG8; correct?

MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nove that we accept
Exhibit A-1 as shown as a part of -- help me with the
| anguage here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing Exhibit CG 8.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. That's exactly
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what | had.

CHW STAFFORD: That's what they've pulled
up on the screen in front of us.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER HILL: 1'd like just a second to
reviewthis. | haven't reviewed it. So just give ne a
nmonent .

CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly.

MEMBER DI CICCI O For clarification what
are we reviewing right now, if | could ask?

CHWN STAFFORD: The Exhibit A, which is a
narrative of what appears -- it's Exhibit A1, it's a
narrative of what the route is as the route appears on
Exhi bit A, which is the nmap.

MEMBER DICICCIO. Great. | got it. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: And it is found in Hearing
Exhi bit CG 8.

MEMBER HI LL: Geat.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe Exhibit A-1 has
been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
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(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Nay.

CHWN STAFFORD:. (Qpposed? Hearing none --

Ch, one nay, Menber DiC ccio. Exhibit A1
i s adopt ed.

All right. Now we're ready to vote on the
CEC as a whol e.

Can | get a notion to adopt the certificate
as anended?

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO | keep giving you this
upgrade. Good for you. 1'd like to explain ny vote and
where |'mgoing with this.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, wait. |'m not
calling -- I"'mnot calling the vote yet. This is further
di scussion on the certificate as anended with the
exhibits A, A-1 and B. | will take a roll call vote.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Onh, | thought you were
voting on the certificate.

CHW STAFFORD: FRight. Well, Menber Fant,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025

you had a comment or question?

MEMBER FANT: Thanks for your hard work,
M. Stafford and M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The certificate
has been noved and seconded.

M. D G ccio, how do you vote?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you. So do | get
an opportunity to explain the vote here on the
certificate or --

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease, you may expl ain
your vote.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. Well, thank you
for that. So this is a very controversial and
conplicated project. Wen you have sonething that's as
controversial and conplicated as this is, | believe at
| east on ny end, | have to nmake sure that it's been
properly vetted, not just checks off certain boxes, but
make sure that the applicant has done all the right
t hi ngs.

| have in all the years that 1've done,
I've never seen two conmunities cone together opposing a
project. That nmakes it extrenely controversial. And I
believe, not only do I have an obligation to, you know,
protect the city and at the sane tine work with the
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appl i cant, because that's ny role on the commttee, but |
al so have an obligation to the people that appointed ne
her e.

My obligation also goes to themto make
sure that | don't send them sonething that's not
conpl etely done. For exanple, there's a couple things.
| don't think and I don't believe that this project is
conpletely -- it's not done, and it's -- it hasn't been
put together correctly.

For exanple, the two things together, when
we heard yesterday on the Staff letter of October 14th,
the Staff letter that went out, we heard things |ike I
believe, this is what | think Staff wants us to do.

| didn't hear anyone say | picked up the
phone and cal |l ed Corporati on Commi ssion and know exactly
what it is that they want me to do. | didn't hear that.

What | heard was another guess. This is a
project that's built on a hope and prayer that it's
getting done. And | don't want to send anything forward
to the individuals that are appointing ne here unl ess
there's nore that are properly vetted on this.

The county. The county canme out and said
you need to present a conprehensive package. That's al
they told them VWhen you go, and any city that |'ve ever
worked with, you always give an indication of whether or
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not they're going to be supportive of you.

That is not a support. That's usually
saying we really don't like your project, but whatever
you got to do, namke sure it's conpletely conprehensive.
kay?

The Staff letter, again, as | nentioned,
they could have picked up the phone and found out, but
i nst ead, everything was a guess.

The TEP, not to tie in, that they
weren't -- you know, that they were told that they were
clearly not going to be allowed to tie in. Another hope
and a prayer. There's nothing that was substantive that
was delivered to us that we should be able to nove
forward

So I'mgoing to be opposing this for many
reasons, but just that it's just not conplete. They may
have checked of f sonme boxes, but | ook at the engagenent
part of it. They canme out yesterday, they said they went
out and had these neetings. They were tal king to people,
not wth people. There's a huge difference there.

And they had plenty of tine to start
engagi ng i ndividuals and tal king to those individuals and
nmeeting with them and seeing what they needed to do to
appease them All they felt like, all | have to do is go
out there and hold a heari ng.
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No. When you have sonething this
controversial that's going to nove forward to the
Cor poration Conm ssion, the people that appointed ne
here, you've got to be a |ot nore thorough if it's going
to be that controversial. So |'mgoing to be voting no
on this, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Di G ccio.

Menmber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO. Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, | believe
this project, the proposed 345kV, neets mninum statute
criteria. | am applauding the applicant for their
acceptance of continued engagenent. | will underscore
what Menber Di Ciccio said and state that it could have
been done better.

| do appreciate the final design review
preconstruction engagenent. And then, finally, | want to

comment that | recognize that we do not have jurisdiction
over the generation. | do represent the counties. |
| ook to the county to nake that deternination, and with
that | vote aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: | vote aye.

CHW STAFFORD:. Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you, Chairman. |
want to take a nonment to acknow edge everyone who took
the tinme to conme forward and share their comments during
the public calling.

| understand how deeply nmany of the people
who spoke care about their comunity, their land, and the
natural beauty of this area. | heard the concerns about
the visual inpact of the wi nd turbines, about birds and
bats getting killed and all the other things that we
heard. | share nmany of those sane personal concerns.

However, as a nenber of the Arizona Power
Pl ant and Transmi ssion Line Siting Commttee, ny
responsibility is not to deci de based on personal opinion
or aesthetics. But to determ ne whether the applicant
has net the requirenents set forth under the Arizona | aw
specifically under ARS 40-360 and rel ated provisions.

The commttee's role is limted to
review ng evidence and testinony to ensure that the
appl i cant has done its due diligence regarding
environnental, cultural, biological, historical, and
recreational inpacts and that all the statutory
requi renments had been properly addressed.

Based on the records presented in this
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proceedi ng, including agency reports, expert testinony,
and cross-exam nations, it appears that the applicant has
nmet those procedurals and evidentiary obligations.

For that reason and consistent with nmy oath
to follow the I aw and the evidence presented, | wll be
voting yes to recommend granting the certificate of
envi ronnental conpatibility.

This does not nean | dism ss or ignore the
concerns raised by the public. 1In fact, | encourage
conti nued engagenent as the Arizona Corporation
Commi ssion, which has the final authority on this matter,
consi ders whether to approve or nodify this project.
Public participation is vital in shaping how Ari zona
appr oaches renewabl e energy devel opnent, responsibly and
sust ai nabl y.

| thank you everyone for their invol venent,
their civility and their passion for their conmunities.
And | also want to thank the applicant for their due
diligence in preparing for this hearing and maki ng extra
accomodations for the several itens that canme up and

their commtnment to do the right thing. And with that I

vote yes.
CHW STAFFORD: Well said, Menber Mercer.
Thank you.
MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025 760

Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, if | my |
woul d encourage the nenbers and peopl e of Eagar and
Springerville and those interested in this to continue
your efforts as this goes before the Corporation
Commi ssi on.

To the applicant, | think you ve net the
standards that are put in front of us to judge whether
you' ve done your due diligence to build the project.

t hi nk you' ve done that.

But | have to say openly | think you've got
a lot of hurdles to get over in terns of validating the
entire project.

So with that I'lIl vote yes, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: | got too nuch food in front
of ne.

First, thanks everyone who took the tinme to
be involved in this process. |1'll explain ny vote first.

CHW STAFFORD: You may.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir, | guess |
shoul d ask that.

As you get ol der, Adam you start seeing
patterns and you start seeing patterns repeating. Back
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in 1999, 2000, | was the EHS attorney for Mbil G| and
we had problens with the Navaho Nation at their oi
fields, for those of you who don't knowit, in the far
nort heastern corner of Arizona, in southeastern Utah up
by the Aneth -- up by Aneth, Utah. Arizona. Both.

But anyway, they appointed nme EHS nmnager
and said, you know, go do what you can. And | went up
there and spent tinme with the Aneth chapter and the Wite
HIls chapter and the Red Mesa chapters up there up there
in the farther northeastern corner of the Navaho Nati on,
and what | discovered was two things.

| discovered that the Navaho Nation as it
functions tends to spend nore tinme and effort on the
tribal chapters that are around W ndow Rock, and the
tribal chapters out on the fringe of the nation woul dn't
get the attention or time. And that's the pattern | saw
when | wal ked in here.

| appreciate encouraging the fol ks who
commented to participate in this process, but it's hard
to find howto inject yourself effectively. But | see
the sane issue here for the fol ks who are here and who
are here currently from Round Val | ey area, Eagar, Vernon,
Springerville, and actually South Fork and Gier.

As | say, | was shocked by the peopl e that
turned out on Monday night. That was the who's who of
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the White Mountains. They brought a | ot of people which
tells me they care. And also tells nme they have the sane
i ssues that the Aneth, Wiite Hills and Red Mesa chapters
had. And their views are not being heard.

So | woul d suggest those views be heard.
And | ook nore at the inpacts on the Springerville
vol canic field and on the soils of the field.

| think they should take a | ook at what
Prof essor Kerr said about the antel ope mgrations. The
Bi g Lake herd of antel ope, do they cone down this way, do
they go east, do they go north, do they go south, do they
go west? The project nay have no inpact on the antel ope
at all, but they mght be sitting right in their fawning
ground, too. | don't know. W don't know.

And | think there should be sone input from
folks |Ii ke Greens Peak Hi deaway who feel simlar to the
Anet h chapter back 25 years ago, that they're not being
hear d.

So | think that's -- that those issues,
around those issues we should take the tinme to hear what
the fol ks have to say who live here. And value this very
beautiful area. So | vote no.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks, M. Chair.

| think there are many factors that we use
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in evaluating these transm ssion projects. Mst of them
are statutory.

| think the fish and wildlife inpacts have
been limted with our mtigation neasures.

| think the transm ssion project has been
well sited and the applicant has nmade efforts to adjust
the corridor to reduce visual i1npacts and support cattle
oper ati ons.

| think the transmssion line is
technically sound subject to the conpletion of the
cluster study and the upgrades the applicant has made
commtnments to do for the interconnection.

| al so want to acknowl edge that the state
has sone real challenges in the process by which we
permt this stuff. Qur jurisdiction is transm ssion.
Generation is often a local governnment. The timng of
those don't always sync up.

We don't always have the sanme anount of
i nformati on depending on permtting tine lines. And |
think it unfortunate that there isn't one place where we
can have all of these conversations and provide for
mtigation of the totality of the generation and
transm ssi on projects.

| also think it's an interesting tine in
this country. Qur president and our governnent have both
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I ssued executive orders saying we need nore energy. And
that's probably the only thing that they agree on.

| think this project can be responsibly
built. The transmission is appropriately sited. And for
that reason I'mvoting yes to support the CEC

But | want to urge the stakehol ders, the
applicants, and the county to design this project in a
way that works |ocally and regionally.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

And | vote aye.

This is -- the matter before this commttee
Is just the transmssion |ine. W don't have
jurisdiction over the solar, storage, or wind facilities.
| appreciate the community's opposition to the solar --
to the wind facility primarily. | thank them for com ng
out and participating in the process.

This | think has been probably the nost
wel | -attended hearing that |1've seen as chair, and the
anmount of public coment, the amount of limted
appearances, | don't think I've ever seen this nmany
limted appearances in any docket. And | thank themfor
their participation in this matter.

But the matter before this commttee is
narrow in scope, and that is the transmssion line. And
the applicant has nmet their burden under the statute to
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show that the transm ssion |line is conpati bl e.

Wth that | vote aye. By a vote of eight
ayes and two nays, the certificate is approved.

Can | get a notion to allow the chair to
make scrivener -- correct scrivener's errors and
grammatical errors, correct those in the final
certificate before signing it and filing it with the
Commi ssi on.

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the notion
carries.

Thank you, Menbers. Thank you to the
applicant. This has been one of the |onger hearings
we've had. | got to say | think this is the | ongest, not
the | ongest, but the second | ongest tour that we've been
on.

But | think in this case, we couldn't have
done this case without a tour. | think we had -- | think
that's a very inportant part of this process to be able
to go out there and to really see what's there on the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME IV  10/23/2025

ground. If a picture's worth a thousand words, seeing
wth your own eyes is probably worth 10, 000 words.

And | appreciate the passion of the public.
| don't think I've seen so many T-shirts and signs united
against a project. But, again, the main focus of the
opposition was the wind facility. And, again, we do not
have jurisdiction over that.

So thank everyone, thank the AV team as
al ways for making this possible.

Anyt hing further for the good of the order?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. W are
adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 1:46 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, October 28, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)( =~ T

e s

GLENNI E REPCORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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