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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Pinetop, Arizona, comencing at 9:06 a.m on

Cct ober 21, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnment of Water Resources
(via videoconference)
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests
SAL DICICCI O Incorporated Cities and Towns
ROVAN FONTES, Counties
(via videoconference)
DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public
GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, do you want to give us any
pep talk before we go on this tour.

MR, DERSTINE: | don't know that | can give
you a pep talk before our five-hour journey. | think
maybe as rem nders, the conmttee has taken enough of
these tours to kind of know the drill, but be careful
getting on and off the bus.

| think our stops are -- we have adequate
room for the bus but there's not a lot of roomthere on
the shoulder so we'll need to find a safe |ocation, allow
the court reporter to set up.

And then we'll allow -- M. Casteel is
going to narrate what we think are the key points and

things to see and understand about each stop, and then

we' |l have your questions answered at that |ocation. And

then we'll nove on to the next one. But it takes, as |

understand it, alnost nore -- nore than an hour to get to

just our first stop, so we'll be driving for a while.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. | just want to

rem nd everyone that there's to be no deliberations or
guestioning of the applicant on the bus. Al the
guestions to the applicant should be nade at the stops
before the court reporter so they're on the record.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Li kewi se, no deliberations.

| think the public is probably going to
show up at sonme of the stops. They will not be all owed
to ask questions of the applicants' w tnesses. W wl
not be taking public coment at the stops. It is for the
applicant to testify and answer the nenbers' questions.

W may end up taking additional comments at
sonme point but it wll not be on the tour stops. So |
just want to rem nd everyone of that. So if the public
does start trying to ask questions, |'mgoing to have to
shut them down and say okay, we'll provide additional
opportunity at sone other point |ater today, tonorrow, at
sone point to ask to nmake additional coments if they
haven't already given comments. But --

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HI LL: Pl ease do share that with the
public that's in attendance, and | think even sonetines
they kind of try to talk to us and put us in an awkward
spot to ask a question. So -- and |I'm not saying that
they'Il do this, but | just think that we need to
reinforce this with them so --

CHWN STAFFORD: If | see them at the stops,

then | will remnd themthat this is -- they are not a
party, they're not -- they're not able to cross-exani ne
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the wtnesses. This is not -- we're not taking public
comment at the stops. The purpose is to -- for the
comrittee to see the situation on the ground and to ask
the applicant questions. |It's not public comrent.
They're not questioning the applicant.

| mean they can go off and have side
conversation with the applicant, they're free to do that
but don't do it next to the court reporter, because it
needs to be off the record and not -- it's not part --
shoul dn't be part of the hearing transcript.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then, so
I"mthinking we'll be getting back to this room about
what tinme, M. Derstine, 1:00, 1:307?

MR. DERSTINE: M. Casteel ?

MR, CASTEEL: Yeah, 1:00, 1:30, | believe
is probably right. Hopefully sooner.

Just a few housekeeping things. So | would
suggest pl ease taking your placenmat. It wll help with
the KOP | ocations, you've also been provided with an
itinerary with the map and we provided each of you of the
simul ations out of Exhibit E in the application. And the
hot el has been ki nd enough to bag up snacks for you to
take with you. And there'll be water and ot her snacks on
the bus as wel|.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: Excellent. And then
guess facilities wll be at the -- we won't have any of
those until we get to the Safeway stop.
MR. CASTEEL: That's correct. That's
about -- that will be hal fway through -- well, basically
the | ast stop before we turn back to the hotel. Just one

ot her note. W have asked a Apache County sheriff to
neet us at the first stop just for safety reasons, nake
sure we have enough roomand traffic. They're going to
follow us to each stop

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you. And then
when we get back | guess, at 1:30 we'll take |unch when
we get back to the hotel here.

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah. Lunch wll be at 1:00,
1: 30, I've asked themto plan for 1:00.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And then,
M. Derstine, did you intend to call your fourth w tness
this afternoon? Do you want to proceed with the
presentation as it was goi hg yesterday?

MR, DERSTINE: | think for scheduling
pur poses, for calling Ms. Turner, if we could, we'l
start with her when we get back with your pernission.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So we'll go,
we'll shift gears to the interconnection aspect of it.

MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. Excellent. All
right. Anything further fromnmenbers? Al right. Let's
go off the record and get on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 9:11 a.m)

(Begi nning of route tour.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:29 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 1)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

M. Derstine, who's going to be your
Wi tness for this stop.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Casteel is going to
narrate.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So we're at the
first stop of the tour along US Route 60. Can you orient
us on the map. Show us where we are.

MR, CASTEEL: Yes. W are probably best to
use the other side that says KOP | ocati ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. Here we go.

MR, CASTEEL: W are at approxi mately where
KOP 6 was taken right on the highway. The line is
crossing approximately -- well, just -- just a few, |ess
than a mle just to the east that way. So it's where the
I nterconnection project corridor is proposed.

CHW STAFFORD: So is this map oriented

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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correctly?

MR. CASTEEL: Yes, that is east. That is
west .

CHW STAFFORD: And we are standing
approxi mately where KOP 6 is?

MR, CASTEEL: Approximtely where KOP 6 is
on US 60.

CHW STAFFORD: And this is all state trust
| and around us now; right?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And where -- so back
to the west of us is going to be where the initial
Substation 1 would be; correct?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct. Substation 1 is
| ocated, I'Il give you the exact -- give you the exact --

CHW STAFFORD: Face towards the court
reporter so she can hear you.

MEMBER KRYDER: And a little bit | ouder.

MR. CASTEEL: Substation 1 is |ocated
approximately 1.6 mles to the west. KOP 3 was taken
approximately 1.8 mles to the west.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER HI LL: And the cl osest residence is
roughly that direction?

MR, CASTEEL: Stop 2 will be the next --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER HI LL: C oser to them

MR. CASTEEL: The cl osest residence,
correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. CASTEEL: You'll notice on the
| andscape we tal ked about cinder cones. So there's a
great exanple of a cinder cone. That one has a nane.
It's called Cerro Quemado.

MR. DERSTI NE: Just wait.

MR. CASTEEL: That is a cinder cone. This
is -- it's called Cerro Quemado, and there's also -- you
can notice that there's other smaller ones on the
| andscape.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question: So the sw tching
station is back here one mle; right?

CHW STAFFORD: Substati on.

MR. CASTEEL: Substati on.

MEMBER KRYDER: Substation. Okay. And the
line will be headed pretty nmuch directly --

MR, CASTEEL: The line will cross just
about a mle up that way on the east, to the east across
t he hi ghway and then --

MEMBER KRYDER: So from here, and then --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR, CASTEEL: And then the line would go to
the north of the road and head east.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And so it will avoid
that cone and that cone per se?

MR, CASTEEL: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: And shoot between them
And our next stop wll be headed where?

MR, CASTEEL: W' re going to Route Stop 2,
which is just about a mle up to the east and that's
going to be a driveway of the nearest residence. W
won't go up the driveway but it's another pull-off area.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's the one that's
approximately 1.4 mles or --

MR. CASTEEL: The nearest residence which
is 1.83 mles.

MEMBER HI LL: Fromthe |ine.

MR. CASTEEL: To the south.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That hel ps. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: So the Iine will cross the
60 behind us over here, won't it?

MR. CASTEEL: It will -- it will cross --

CHW STAFFORD: If we're at 6, here's the
60.

MR, CASTEEL: Well, it's -- 6 is actually

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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this dot right here |ooking --
CHWN STAFFORD: That's 3.
MR. CASTEEL: No, 3 is -- sorry. Sorry.

Sorry. Sorry. | do apologize. | do apol ogize.
Correct. The -- sorry. The line will be -- I"mvery
sorry. The line will actually cross just slightly back

there and then head this way. Sorry. That was ny
m stake. Just behind us and then stay on the north side.
Sorry. Apol ogi ze.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Now, right here,
this is the mddle of -- mddl e where the wind farm woul d
be; correct?

MR, CASTEEL: Yes. [I'll give you a
di stance to the nearest turbine.

CHW STAFFORD: What's the setback going to
be fromthe 60 to the turbine?

MR. CASTEEL: That -- that | don't know.
That's still under discussions with the county.

CHW STAFFORD: All right.

MR. CASTEEL: The nearest turbine wll be
approximately -- nearest turbine will be approxi mately
.6 mles to the northwest.

MEMBER KRYDER: And that would be nunmber 1
in the field? | nmean, then the others would be | ocated
where? Both sides?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, see, here's the nap.
We're about right here. So this whole area around us is
where the turbines will be | ocat ed.

MR. CASTEEL: We're approximately in the
center of the wind project area.

MEMBER DICICCIO It's approxinmately --

MR. CASTEEL: The nearest one woul d be
.6 mles that way.

CHW STAFFORD: So then the transm ssion
line will only cross the 60 in that one spot behind us to
the west of us; correct?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, you talked
about the volcanic soils. |Is this where we are? |Is this
the vol canic soils you're tal king about?

MR. CASTEEL: Yes, in this area we are in
the location of the mapped vol canic soils.

MEMBER KRYDER: And this is what your

surveyors are going to be surveying to find both the

surface and the subterranean, so they'll both be | ooking
at the soil on top as well as the subsoil, the
subterranean area that will be holding the base of your

structures; is that correct?
MR PATTON: Yes, sir.
MEMBER KRYDER: And that's underway as we

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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speak.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is all currently used
for grazing; right?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
questions from nenbers? All right. WelIl, with that, we
will -- next stop is going to be Stop Number 2, which is
further down on US 60.

MR, CASTEEL: It's just about a mle down
to the east on US 60.

CHW STAFFORD: That's not where we're
going to cross the Little Colorado yet; right?

MR, CASTEEL: No, that will be on US 180.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR, CASTEEL: Sorry. Sorry. That wll be
Route 4 where we drive across the Little Col orado.

CHW STAFFORD: That'll be Stop 4. So
right now, stop -- okay.

MR, CASTEEL: Stop 3 will be on US 180
generally where the line will cross US 180.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER HILL: Stop 2 is the nearest

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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resi dence.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Ckay. All right. Any
ot her questions from nenbers?

M5. CASTEEL: W were |ooking at --

CHW STAFFORD: Can you -- this would be on
the record. Can you make a statenent or --

MS. CASTEEL: Yeah. We're |ooking at the
Googl e Earth aerial to nake sure we know where we are in
relation to the proposed I|ine.

CHW STAFFORD: So we're actually where the
stops are marked on the exhibit.

M5. CASTEEL: So it |ooks like you were
correct the first tinme, that the line would be to the
east of us.

CHW STAFFORD: So we're not where KOP 6
I s?

M5. CASTEEL: We're not exactly at county
road --

MR PATTON: We're at KOP 3.

MS. CASTEEL: W're at county road -- so
we're at this county road, yeah, we're close to county --
we're closer to KOP 3 right now.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right.

M5. CASTEEL: So we're on this county road,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that intersection, and so it is that way, so you were
right the first tine.
CHWN STAFFORD: You said the wong KOP,

but --
MR. CASTEEL: | said -- yeah, | apol ogize.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So we're closer
to 3. So it would actually, so the substation will be
back - -
MR. PATTON: Substation is --
CHW STAFFORD: In this direction there and
it wll cross the 60 at an angl e about --

MEMBER HI LL: Shoot between the cones.

CHW STAFFORD: Between -- yeah, between
here and t he next st op.

M5. CASTEEL: Correct. So the next stop
will be closer at |east fromthe angle of KOP 6.

CHW STAFFORD: It would be closer to
Substation 2; right? W are okay here.

M5. CASTEEL: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So this is
Substation 1, Substation 2; correct?

CHWN STAFFCORD:  Yes.
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MEMBER KRYDER: | get it. Wy the dogleg
her e?

MR, PATTON: That's probably a very --
that's going to be dependent on just the topography.

MEMBER KRYDER: Say agai n.

MR. PATTON:. Topography, constructability.

MEMBER KRYDER: What's the approxi mate
di stance here?

CHWN STAFFORD: Between Substation 1 and 2,
straight line distance?

MEMBER HI LL: O her side.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. 3.6. Thanks. So
3.6 mles up the road then we take a dogl eg.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: But you're still basically
runni ng parallel to H ghway 60.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: Hi ghway 60 goes this way.
We're doing --

MEMBER KRYDER: So it's a bit of a -- off
of it. This is 3.6. This looks like it's at least three
mles approximately from 60 up to the |ine back of the --

CHW STAFFORD: That will cross the 180 and
then it will cross the Little Col orado.
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MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: So Stop Number 1 is
actually closer to KOP 3. So we've got that sorted out.
MEMBER KRYDER: | think | do.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
guestions from nmenbers? Any other clarifications or
corrections?

MS. CASTEEL: No.

CHW STAFFORD: Know where we are. Ckay.
Good. Al right. Well, let's go off the record and get
back on the bus and head to Stop Nunber 2.

(TIME NOTED: 10:40 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 1.)

(TIME NOTED: 10:55 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. We are now at Stop Nunber 2 of the tour on the
US 60, approximately near m | epost 374.9.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So can you orient us to
where we are?

MR. CASTEEL: Yes. W're about 1.4 mles
east of KOP 6, it's on your placemat. The nearest
residence is approxinmately .6 mles up this access
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road -- up this driveway.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Is that the -- do we see
the structure fromhere? South of us?

MEMBER HILL: | see no structure.

MR. CASTEEL: There is a line there. That

Is the --

MEMBER HI LL: Distribution Iine.

MR. CASTEEL: It is another 69kV line.

CHW STAFFORD: That's a 69kV we can see
there. 1t's on the map.

MR, CASTEEL: R ght. You can see it on the
hori zon.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the existing 69kV
line. That's Navopache?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, |'m | ooking at
the map. This is state trust |and except for this
portion here which shows private land. |'m assum ng
that's where the | ocation of the residence is.

MR, CASTEEL: That is the private

resi dence.
MEMBER KRYDER: And that's one property?
MR. CASTEEL: One property.
MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. One house.
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MR. CASTEEL: One house.

MR. PATTON:. One house that we have a good
nei ghbor agreenment with.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And that's like
the -- so they own this -- how many acres is that chunk
of private land that's surrounded by trust |and on al
Si des?

MR. PATTON: Less than a hundred, nore than
60, | think around 60 to 70, if | renmenber correctly.

CHW STAFFORD: Acres?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And is that a farm
or a ranch or --

MR. PATTON: It's a honestead.

CHW STAFFORD: Honest ead.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: So they have -- are they
one of the grazing | essees?

MR. PATTON:. To ny know edge, they are not
a grazing lessee. They're just residents.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the nearest
resi dence to the project which would be fromwhere we are
here, it's further down fromKOP 6. So it would be --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME Il 10/21/2025 214

the line would be to the north of us.

MR. CASTEEL: The line is north of us
approximately one mle.

MR. PATTON: The route, the center |ine of
the route is approximately one mle to the north.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Oher than that,
then, how far is it fromhere to the top of that knoll
t he back of the envel ope?

MR. CASTEEL: Back of the envel ope.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nean, are we | ooking at
two mles, three nmles?

MR, CASTEEL: No, we're |l ooking at nmaybe a
half a mle.

MEMBER KRYDER. Ckay. M -- okay.

MR, CASTEEL: | will confirmthat for you.
"' m not sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And what is the hole
here in the side of the nountain?

MR, CASTEEL: M understanding is that
t hose are excavations for cinder.

VMEMBER KRYDER: For what ?

MR. CASTEEL: G nder.

MEMBER KRYDER:  For cinder. GCkay. So
they're selling cinder out of there for ny barbecue.

MR, DERSTINE: And for icy roads.
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MEMBER KRYDER: |Icy roads. Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: |s that one of the -- on
the other map about current uses, there's a couple little
purple dots for industrial uses along here. |Is that one
of those locations that was flagged in the earlier
testi nony?

MR. CASTEEL: No, it's not on our

existing --
CHW STAFFORD: It's not one of the ones?
MR. CASTEEL: No.
CHW STAFFORD: And over here it |ooks like
a corral wth some kind of tank. That's still on state

trust |and; correct?

MR, PATTON:  Yes.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct. And that is one of
the green areas that we identify.

CHWN STAFFORD: That was one that you
menti oned. GCkay. That was on the nap.

So the line, would it be on the far side of
that knoll we're |l ooking at, or would it be on top of

that, or would it be on this side of that?

MR, CASTEEL: I'mnot -- I'mnot sure if
that line is -- it's definitely not going to be on top of
that. 1'll have to confirmfor you when we get back and

| have better data.
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CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. But you're saying
it's about half a mle to that ridge line, that hill.
W' re about here.

MEMBER KRYDER: M le and a half.

CHW STAFFORD: |I'mtrying to see this
t opogr aphy, al ong here sonewhere. Here's the private
| and.

MR, CASTEEL: So, yeah, it's --

CHW STAFFORD: |I'mtrying to figure out --

MEMBER KRYDER: W got Google Earth there?

CHW STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at the map.

MR PATTON: I'mlooking at a data file.
This is not an exhibit that's been put into the
application. |'mlooking at my own engineering file. |
can confirmthat the line is behind.

CHWN STAFFORD: It is?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: So it would be on the other
side of that hill.

MR. PATTON: Yes, and that hill as well.
So you have one cone here, second cone here, the line
goes behind that.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Yeah, because |I'm
| ooking at ny finger, a mle, it looks like it would be a
mle between the 60 and that |ine, and you' re saying that
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hill is about half a mle.

MR, PATTON:  Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: So it would be on the other
si de.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. So you have to
imagine it's going this way, and the further we cone down
60 the nore the gap obviously between 60 and the Iine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. PATTON: So | can confirm based off of
the center, this is the center line that I'm |l ooking for
nmy data set, and it shows it is behind both of these
features.

CHW STAFFORD: And so -- so then the
Substation 2 would be to the north and east of us.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Wuld it be visible --
woul d that be behind -- would it be obscured by that hil
or would it be just a valley back over there, it would be
somewhere | ocated in that area?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. For substation

design we typically are going to want clear, |evel

gr adi ng.
CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.
MR. PATTON: So a flat feature.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Then off in the
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di stance that's the Springerville plant, isn't it?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Fol |l owi ng up on your
comments, so the line will go between that knoll and this
knol I .

MR PATTON: No, sir, behind the first

knol I .

MEMBER KRYDER: Behind that knoll.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: But it dogl egs back to
this, then? So you said the Substation 2 -- you said

Substation 2. Substation 2 would have to be, if it
follows your draft and the line is on the other side of
the second knoll, help nme understand where it would be.
It could not be in this valley, it would have to be back
behind it, no?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir, the substation is
behind this feature.

MEMBER KRYDER.  Ckay. So --

MR, PATTON: And |I'm |l ooking at a
t opogr aphy map that shows the el evation contours, where
the Substation 2 is, this is a flat area. Feature 1,
feature 2, the lines are behind this, and wherever, you
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can't really see it because this feature is obstructing
our view, where there is in flat topography, that is
where Substation 2 will be, and here that is that point
ri ght here.

MEMBER KRYDER: And you're going -- this is
where -- okay.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: 1'd like to just request
better topographic naps that naybe we can | ook at when we
get back.

MR, PATTON:  Sure.

MEMBER HILL: | think one of the public
comments was that we didn't have good topos to get a
sense of the terrain and alignnent, and so that would be
hel pful. It would help us identify the cones that we've
tal ked about.

MR, PATTON: Yes, nmm'am

MEMBER HILL: In those maps, so |'d just
like to see sone better topos submitted to us as part of
the record.

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: M. Chair.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: If | may, | have a two-
part question. This line is being built solely for
nmoving electrons fromthe wind farmto the substations;
is that correct?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: It will not carry any
el ectricity fromthe solar farnf

MR. PATTON: No, sir. This portion of the
l'ine.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: This portion of the line,
and that's what I'mreferring to.

In a freeze and ice storm how do you
anticipate to keep the operational integrity of the |ines
in place? What's your ice renoval schenme or engineering
based on no electricity com ng through the Iine, w nd
turbines aren't working, lines are down, here cones the
ice storm how do you plan on keeping the lines in place?

MR, PATTON: That's a question | would to
route to nmy asset managenent team And | don't know the
answer off the top of my head, but |I can confirmthat for
you by the tinme we get back to the resort.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | think operationa
integrity especially in this part of the state in terns
of weather is an inportant piece of what we need to know.
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MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So if you don't m nd
getting back with us, |I'd appreciate it.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: It certainly can be done.
| mean, they do it in Germany and it gets a | ot col der
there than it does here.

MEMBER HI LL: They do it at the Babbitt
farm

CHW STAFFORD: So it's just question of
how it's done and what the expenses of it are.

MEMBER COVSTOCK:  And if | may,

M. Chairman, I'd just -- I'd |like to know what the --
we've got a long stretch of lines, it gets cold up here.
And ice stornms are not rare.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | think it's inportant to

know.

CHW STAFFORD: | nean, it happened in
Texas so you got to be prepared for that contingency.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yes, sir. Thank you.
appreci ate that.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
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menbers? Nothing? Al right. So our next stop is going
to be -- oh, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: One | ast question about the
ci nder hole out here. Any idea when it was | ast
oper ati onal ?

MR, PATTON:. Sir?

MEMBER KRYDER: When did they dig the hole
and what was the last tine --

CHW STAFFORD: Stuff cane out of it?

MR. PATTON: | have no idea, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'mlooking at it. Howin
the world did sonebody get out there and dig it and get
it back to the highway in order to transport it? | don't
see new roads.

MR. PATTON: My understanding is that this
grazing |l essee has held this | ease for over a decade.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

MR, PATTON:. And it could be sonething that
the | essee hinself engaged in. Could be sonething that a
prior | essee engaged in. My have been a private
agreenent, but I'mnot privy to those details.

MEMBER KRYDER: Well, the criteriais
there's no obvious road fromhere to there, and yet 1've
al ways contended during these hearings that this soil is
fragile, and if you drive a reasonably-sized truck out
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there, you're going to leave a mark. And then it's going
to rain and then you're going to have an arroyo, and |
don't see any.

So | was wondering is this a hundred years
old or is it 50 years old or is it 20 years old? Any --
any possibility you could get sone information about
t hat ?

MR. CASTEEL: W have access to historical
aerials, so | could go back as long as --

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Great.

MR. CASTEEL: -- the data and see it if
exi sts.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, it would be nice to
know how | ong ago sonebody took sonething out of the
hol e.

MR, CASTEEL: Sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO Did you show t he power
pl ant out there already?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, we said that's the
Springerville plant off in the distance to the northeast.

MR, CASTEEL: | have one nore thing to
note, but it relates to the previous route stop. Is that
the county road that we were on is the road that people
woul d access to access the forest for recreation. And
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that road is the road, and I'l|l speak to this when we do
the recreation section, that that road will be kept open
duri ng construction.

CHW STAFFORD: Is that how the prior
residents get to their property fromthe 60, is that
access road as well?

MR. CASTEEL: This residence?

CHW STAFFORD: The residence is here, not
t here.

MR, CASTEEL: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: So this is the access road
to their property.

MR, CASTEEL: To that approxinmately 100
acres.

CHW STAFFORD: It's the one from Stop 1
which is to the forest for recreational access.

MR, CASTEEL: That is County Road 3123.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HI LL: There are residences at the
end of that road if you look at the aerial. | nean, they

use that to access residences as well. [It's not just
recreati onal access.
CHW STAFFORD: But it's on the other side,
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if you | ook at the map.

MEMBER HI LL: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's going to be, because
we were at 3; right? So this road cones back --

MR, CASTEEL: Correct, they would use it to
access --

MEMBER HI LL: But they access those houses
there, so they have to keep this road open during
constructi on because of house -- residential access, too.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is the forest, it goes
through the forest land, and there's pockets of private
| and - -

MEMBER HI LL: Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: -- back there inside the
nati onal forest |and.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Any
ot her questions from nenbers? All right. Let's -- on to
St op Nunber 3 --

MR, PATTON: Chairman, if | may.

CHW STAFFORD: -- oh, yes, one nore thing.

MR, PATTON: Just for ny own recollection,
because we have a |l ot of stops today. | would like to
posit back to Menber Constock. The exact nature of the
guestion you want ne to look into the weatherized
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contingenci es we have for --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So if | may refrane it.
There's no power coming into the line once the wind farm
I's not operating.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: In the wintertine, |
don't know if you're going to operate 100 percent of the
time or not. But there are ice storns in this area,
because of the elevations it's frequent. And | think you
have to be prepared for the integrity of the line
primarily because you're crossing roads.

So if the line breaks because of the weight
of the ice, then you're going to have interference with
t he roadway, possible other issues. |'mjust asking what
your engineering plans are to renove ice fromthe |ines
when the power is not operating in there.

Because generation of power generates heat,
so that helps keep the lines in place sonme of the tine.
But if there's no power init, the lines are there and
exposed to the elenents just |like everything else. And
so how are you going to deal with that?

MR. PATTON: | understand the nature of
your question. Thank you for clarifying.

MR RIEMAN. | could provide a quick
response and then we can provide nore detail ed
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I nformati on.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'msorry, who are you?

MR. RIEMAN: Derek Rieman. R-i-e-ma-n.

VMEMBER COVSTOCK: Onh, Derek. Ckay. You
| ook different than yesterday.

MR RIEMAN. | don't have a jacket on
today. And I'mstanding up. | look a little shorter
when |'msitting down.

CHWN STAFFORD: They have all been sworn in
al ready.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | didn't know who he was.
He changed hi s appearance.

MR. RIEMAN: Yes, so we'll have an
operati on and mai ntenance buil ding here on site that wll
be nmonitoring the performance of the wi nd turbines as

well as the generation tie-line for the project. And so

we'll have a staff of Repsol Renewabl e enpl oyees t hat
w il be actively located here in the area that will be
monitoring the plants and the gen-tie line and will be

responsi bl e for any instances where there may be a downed
l'ine.

| also will say that as part of the
generating profile of the project, typically the project
w |l be generating nost of the power during the w nter
nmont hs just by virtue of the wind resource.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME Il 10/21/2025 228

And so the concept that power won't be on
the transm ssion lines will be reduced because of that
factor. But just wanted to provide that initial feedback

and we can |l ook into greater detail.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: | appreciate that. |If |
may, |'mreally not concerned about the first six nonths
of operation. |'mconcerned about 15 or 20 years from

NOW.

MR. RIEMAN: Yeah, they'll be here.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: How we're dealing with
that. \Whether you have an operational plant here or not.
At that tinme it's certainly conjecture, but | just want
make sure that we know for the long termthe weather's
going to be still be up here long after |I'm gone, so |
just want to make sure that we're covering that.

MR. RIEMAN: Yeah, the maintenance, the
operations and mai ntenance building and the staff will be
here through life of project. So | apologize if |
communi cated that they would only be here for six nonths.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: No apol ogi es necessary.
Just having a conversati on.

MR. RI EMAN:  Yes.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Hill, we can't hear
you.
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MEMBER HILL: Can | ask a clarifying
guestion? That was sonething | was thinking about.
Aside fromice, there is the wind, | nean you're here for
the wind, but I do -- | would like to kind of understand
the selection of the poles and their w nd tol erance and
the relationship of the stringing of the line and how
long it is relative to wind tolerance as well. Because |
actually think that m ght be part of --

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: So naybe a better way to
phrase is tell us about your operational integrity plans
for the systemas it | eaves the power plant and is
del i vered through the substations and beyond.

MR. PATTON: 1'Il confer with the
engi neering team

MEMBER HI LL: Then we can at | east conpare
it to the Babbitt farmor other wind farns up here to
understand the rel ative construction standards.

MR, PATTON: Yes, nmm'am

CHW STAFFORD: All right. On that note |
guess you'll be looking into getting those answers to
provide to us at sone point when we get back to the
heari ng room

| think it's worth being able to answer
guesti ons about the capacity factors of the wi nd plant
and the difference between the capacity -- annually and
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t hen seasonally.

So like |I think you just nentioned, it's
going to be operating nore in the wintertine. That's
when the wi nd fl ow happens, so |I'mjust kind of hearing
about the capacity factors on that, so you don't have to
do that right this second, but |I'mjust saying when we
get back and tal k about the operational aspects of it,
for the line, that goes hand in hand with how the pl ant
is operated, so |I'd appreciate sonme nore information on
that as well.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
nmenbers? Wth that, let's go off the record and get back
on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 11:13 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 2.)

(TIME NOTED: 11:33 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 3.)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.
We're now at Stop 3 and |I'msurm sing that we are
somewhere near the vicinity of KOP 2.

MR, CASTEEL: Correct. W' re approxinately
650 feet north of where KOP 2 was taken. The
I nterconnection project, CEC corridor is half a mle to
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the north at the crossing of -- it crosses US 80 --
sorry, it crosses US 180 half a mle north from where
we' re standi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: And it's going to go from
the west to the east.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think east of us |
can see the top of the snoke stacks of the Springerville
Cenerating Station; correct?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: So it would be comng from
the west through this series of knolls that we see off on
the | eft-hand side?

MR, CASTEEL: Yes. And we're going to give
you a good topographic map when we get back.

MEMBER KRYDER: Good topo. GCkay. Geat.
Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: And so it |ooks like from
the 180 to the edge of the solar field will be about --
between -- it's just under two mles.

MR, CASTEEL: To the edge of the solar.

CHW STAFFORD: To this corner here.

MR. PATTON:. This is the wind facility.
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CHW STAFFORD: R ght. The wind facility.
What did | say, solar? | neant w nd. Yeah.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: So we have -- so it |ooks
l'i ke --

MR, CASTEEL: That's approximately two
m | es.

CHW STAFFORD: About two miles from here
to the edge of the wind facility.

The solar facility will be to the east of
round -- where the existing Springerville Generating
Station is; correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. CASTEEL: That's between -- that's
approximately eight to nine mles east.

CHWN STAFFORD: East.

MR, CASTEEL: And you can see the stacks of
the generating station.

CHW STAFFORD: It looks like it's alittle
nort heast of us.

MR, CASTEEL: Correct. W will go -- we
will go east and then north for three mles where it
I nterconnects to the generating station.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Mercer.
Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: So all of this fenced | and
is state | and?

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

MEMBER MERCER: And this is just an access
road to the --

MR. PATTON:. To the grazing parcels, yes,
ma' am

CHW STAFFORD: | guess it's so you can
keep track of whose cows are grazing where; right?

MR, PATTON. Exactly. Exactly.

MR. CASTEEL: Another note is that the
Little Colorado River is 1.4 mles to the east of us.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And the next stop
will be, we'll go north on the 180, and then we'll make a
right on country road 4162 and cross --

MR. CASTEEL: We can drive across it,
correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And then cone back. W're
not going to -- we can't make it to Springerville on that

road in this bus.

MR. CASTEEL: No, we cannot. W can get
out near the intersection of County Road and US 180 and
take a | ook around. W are outside the study area and
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multiple mles away fromthe corridor, but we can drive
and cross the Little Colorado and view it off the bus.

CHW STAFFORD: W can't see the Little
Col orado from here.

MR. CASTEEL: No.

CHW STAFFORD: But it is to the east of us
and you wll cross it about -- did you say how far it was
from here?

MR. CASTEEL: The Little Col orado River?

CHWN STAFFORD: A mle.

MR. CASTEEL: 1.4 mles to the river.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER KRYDER: That nust put us right in
her e.

MR. CASTEEL: W're in between the corridor
and KOP right now.

CHW STAFFORD: We're just north of that.

MEMBER KRYDER: All right.

CHW STAFFORD: The next stop we're going
to go up to 180 and then go this way to cross the Little
Col orado, and we can get a |l ook of what the Little
Col orado | ooks like, even though where we'll be crossing
it, there's a bridge, but where the line will cross it
there is not. But we can't drive there.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Can | pose a
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guestion?

CHW STAFFORD: Certainly.

MEMBER KRYDER: So where you do cross the
Little Col orado, we spoke yesterday about the -- is it a

canyon, is it a tight canyon? And approximately how w de
is it fromside to side on that canyon? Do you have an
| dea?

MR. CASTEEL: | believe we said it was
approxi mately 300 feet.

MEMBER KRYDER: 300. That's right. You
spoke to that yesterday, didn't you?

M5. CASTEEL: The water |evel, but the
ordinary high water mark is roughly 40 feet, but the
canyon itself is about 300 feet w de.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: About 100 feet deep or
somet hi ng?

MS. CASTEEL: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: And we said that the water
flow was fairly consistent as to what you showed
yesterday, that is, you don't find sonetinme when the
wat er cones up 25 feet from above, where it was shown on
the photo yesterday.

MS. CASTEEL: Not typically. So the waters
Wil rise wwth snow nelt or imediately foll ow ng storns,
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the water will rise a bit. But as far as a big rise,
that is not comon.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay, because the rea
Col orado where it conmes through the Bl ack Canyon really
does. | mean, she did until the Hoover Dam stopped her.
Ckay. And that was really where ny question was driving.

Is there a big old flood of water that
cones through once a year or several tinmes a year with
the snow nelt or a nice downpour? But your answer isS no.

M5. CASTEEL: And | can find, | believe
there's a USGS stream gauge nearby. | can find you the
USGS dat a.

MEMBER KRYDER: That would be great. That
woul d be nmuch appreci at ed.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O. David, are you asking for
a flash flood basically, a scenario of a flash flood?

MEMBER KRYDER: That's what | was | ooking
for is flash flood. How high does it go?

Because yesterday we had a series of
guestions either fromyou or fromBill about what's the
deepest or the highest the water could get and the
proximty to the structure of the Iine, so that we're not
10 feet above the water.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | think, | recal
the testinony because | think | asked about that. The
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gorge is about 100 feet deep and the line has to at | east
20-sonet hing feet above the surface, and so the line
woul d be about 120 feet above the water. So there's
pretty nmuch zero chance that water is --

MEMBER KRYDER: Pretty zero.

CHW STAFFORD: -- going to get above the
100-foot drop -- depth of the gorge to get anywhere near
the line. Wthin 20 feet of the line, |I guess, 27, is
that the --

MR, PATTON: 25.

CHW STAFFORD: | was close. So that's
going to be fromthe surface at the height of the gorge
soit's -- the water won't be anywhere near the |ine.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think the other
guestion | had was because you said the width of the
gorge was about 300 feet and the maxi mum span woul d be
about 1200 feet, so --

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: -- they could put the --

MEMBER KRYDER: Go back 300 feet each side.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, so they'd have, you
know, well set back fromthe edge of the gorge.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. All right. That's
very hel pful.
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MR. CASTEEL: One ot her note, when we drive

north you'll see the rock outcrop, this |ava feature,
it's an old lava flow feature just -- it's on -- it's

bl ack, to the west of the roadway. We'll span that with
the line.

CHW STAFFORD: So, yes, that -- that black
lunmp of stuff right there on the other side of the
hi ghway, okay. Wich is lava, lava formation, it's |ava
rock.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And that | ooks like it's

t hroughout the field. That's why it gets its nane;

ri ght?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So, | nean, you'll have to
put at sonme point a structure sonewhere in that -- in the
|l ava? | nean the big outcroppings |ike, you said you

tend to avoid, but the odds are sonewhere on the
27 mles, was it 17 is through the actual |ava field?
MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.
CHW STAFFORD: (dds are at |east one
structure is going to be sunk into that.
MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.
MR. CASTEEL: Correct. Yeah.
CHWN STAFFORD: Now, | guess, | seemto
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recall that you're going to follow up with the engi neers
about how nmuch concrete that would take, it's going to
depend if it's porous beneath it, if there's |ike an
abscess down there or if it's pretty solid. You won't
know until you do the core drilling and figure out what's
t here.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. W do have
prelimnary estinmates of what our concrete projections
woul d be and we can share that with you all later.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you guys conduct the
surveys before you start drilling hol es?

MR. PATTON: Well before.

CHW STAFFORD: Cultural resources and --

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD:. -- biol ogical resources,
cultural resources, those are all surveyed before you
start drilling holes in the ground to check the soil;
ri ght?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. It all follows a
sequenci ng of devel opnment processes.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

M5. CASTEEL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder and then --

MEMBER KRYDER: \Whoever it was, |et them

go.
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MS5. CASTEEL: | just want to point out you
can see the lava flow on the aerial on the placemat.

It's narrow enough to span. That's the only lava fl ow
that is on the surface, so we are in the mddle of the
|l ava fields, but as far as a lava flow on the surface

wth the rocks, you're | ooking at just west of the 180
and you can see, it's like alittle fork that crosses.
And it's narrow enough to span.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER KRYDER: The question | had, |'m not
sure who would address it. And it shows ny ignorance.
What are the regulations that you have to face with
regard to buil ding your construction roads back to these
t hi ngs?

Wo -- is this a county, Apache County,
regul ation that will say you've got to do A, Band C? O
who regul ates your construction road? That construction
road really bothers ne.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. Construction roads
woul d be approved, reviewed and approved by Apache
County.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay. Under, what, zoning?
O under what kinds of rulings? Are they in place
al ready?

MR. PATTON: They're not in place already.
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It's a part of the -- there's a conditional use permt
process we'd have go through. But then there's also a
bui |l ding permt process. W'd have to go there.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And then also I'm
sure State Land Departnent is going to have sone say of
where you are going to put the roads on their property.

MR, PATTON. Exactly. Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m assum ng that woul d be
addressed in the | ease.

MR. PATTON: Correctly.

MEMBER KRYDER: So ny col | eague --

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | was going to ask about
State Land. | think State Land has nore specificity
around r oads.

MR, PATTON: Yes, nma'am So part of the
ri ght-of-way agreenents that we have to secure with
Arizona State Lands is we have to provide what's called a
devel opnent agreenent.

MEMBER KRYDER: You have to provide --

MR. PATTON: A devel opnment agreenent.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

MR. PATTON: A devel opnent agreenent plan,
and that outlines all of our civil works, financial
instrunents that we have to place in terns of insurance
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and deconmm ssioni ng, but al so specifications about roads

that are going to mrror up in nost cases, | imgine, and
certainly in this case it will mrror up to what we find

in | ocal zoning ordi nances.

MEMBER KRYDER: And so that will be in
pl ace before you nove the first spadeful.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DICICCI O So you were tal king about
the county, you have to get a conditional use permt from
them Vhat if you don't get 1t?

CHW STAFFORD: That's going to be for the
solar and wi nd.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Onh, so it's just for the
solar and wi nd.

CHWN STAFFORD: They don't need it, the
transm ssion line, that's a permtted use. They'll just
need the construction permt for dust control, that sort
of thing; right?

MEMBER DICICCIO  Yes. What if they don't
get it for w nd?

CHW STAFFORD: Then they woul dn't

construct that portion of the line, | would assune.
Because the way -- now, correct ne if |I'mwong, the way
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| understand the application is that you have -- there's
a double circuit comng from Springerville Generating
Station to the solar array, and then a single circuit and
BESS; right? And there's two substations in that section
of the project.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Fromthe Substation 3, a
single circuit runs to 2 and 1. And that would be -- so
theoretically if you get the conditional use permt for
the solar array but not the wind farm if this |ine was
certificated, you would just build the portion to serve
the solar array, you wouldn't build from Substation 3 to
Substation 1, theoretically.

MR, PATTON: In that scenario, yes.

MEMBER DICICCI O | have a foll ow up.

CHW STAFFORD: Because they need the
continual use permt for the facilities generating
portions, but not the transmi ssion line. So assum ng you
got that part about -- | said assum ng they got the
certificate for the line, if they were unable for sone
reason to build the wind project, the line would all ow
themto just build the portion that they would need for
the solar and battery storage to operate.

They woul d have a certificate for 10 years,
they'd have 10 years | guess to keep trying, if they
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didn't get it through the tinme frame to have it
operational by '27 | believe was the target date.

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: But the certificates
typically last 10 years.

MEMBER DICICCIO | had a foll owup on that
too. So have you approached the county already and
tal ked to them about this?

MR. PATTON: O course.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  And what did they say
about the conditional use permt? They usually give you
a good indication one way or the other.

MR, PATTON:. Well, they don't give an
i ndication as to whether or not it's going to be
approved. W have to go through the planning and zoning
board process.

MEMBER DI CI CCl O Agr eed.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER DICICCI O But they'Il tell 1if we
like it or we don't. | nean you usually get that in
conver sati ons.

MR. PATTON: My sense is that they want to
see a robust and thorough application and that is what we
can ensure to themthat we wll provide.
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MEMBER DICICCIO So they are aware of the
wi nd farm

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER DICICCIO  And they're required to
give out a permt on it, a conditional use permt.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER DI CI CCI QO  Just so you know, too,
generally you can't go every year. Depends on the city
and the jurisdiction. Usually if you get turned down
then you have to wait three years sonetines.

MEMBER HILL: | have a follow up question
to that. Are you applying for conditional use permts
separately, the wwnd farmand the solar farm are they
bei ng consi dered separately or as one project?

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

MEMBER HILL: So if we give you the
certificate and you only get the sun farm-- the sol ar
farm and BESS system - -

MEMBER KRYDER: And the BESS.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, and the BESS approved,
then you're probably just building that section of I|ine.
But if we don't give you the certificate at all, then you
can't -- you can't even do the solar and the BESS systenf

You couldn't do any of it?
MR, PATTON:. That would be the | ogical
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concl usi on.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. That's helpful to
understand the two projects in a separate capacity.

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

MEMBER DICICCIO  So may | ask one nore,
foll ow ng up on your question?

MEMBER HILL: W're a tag team

CHW STAFFORD: One at a tine, please. One
at a tine.

MEMBER DICICCIO |f you get approved or
denied by this commttee or an advisory conmttee, does
it still get bunped up to the Corporation Conmmi ssion?

MR. PATTON: That's how | understand --

MEMBER DICICCIO So they're the final say.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER HI LL: We're |ike the Pl anning
Commi ssi on.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah, | know.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Since you're going to be
di ggi ng into operational engineering for the other
questions, | have one. Yesterday, if | may preface it,
yest erday the governors of Wom ng and New Mexico
announced a joint venture with a Japanese conpany,
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Fujitsu, | believe I'm pronouncing that correctly, to run
natural gas from Womnm ng and New Mexico to the qulf of.

CHWN STAFFORD: Baj a.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Baja. |'mnot sure what
to call it.

MEMBER MERCER: Sea of Cortez.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yeah. The Sea of Cortez,
thank you. And to the Pacific Ocean for use by the
Japanese in Japan. They're going to cross Arizona at
sone point. So ny question is what is -- what is your
engi neering proposal for AC mtigation should a gas |line
cone within the proximty of your power |ines? How do
you deal with that? And are you a partner with
underground utilities in that respect, or do you say no,
not in our area at all? |If you could answer that |'d
appreciate it.

MR. DERSTINE: Can | speak to that briefly
before you junp in?

MR, PATTON: Certainly.

MR. DERSTI NE: Menber Constock, |'m sure as
the chai rman and maybe sone of the other nenbers are
aware, your CEC carries a standard condition regarding
cathodic protection for the proximty of transm ssion
i nes to underground gas |ines.

And so that's a standard condition that was
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pushed by Staff years and years ago and renmains in every
CEC, where the applicant is obligated to performthose
vari ous cathodic studies and ensure that there's not
going to be any sort of interference or risk to the
transm ssion facilities fromthe underground gas.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | appreciate that, sir.

The reason |'m asking the question is if
the applicant is successful and the lines are in place,
it could be 2032, 2033 before gas lines are put in here.
Who knows who's going to be around at that tine.

So | just want to nmake sure that there is
an AC mtigation policy in place, how you deal wth that,
and the partnership that may go along with it. There's
gas conm ng through Arizona. Nobody knows exactly where
yet, but it's com ng, especially in the proximty to the
Springerville power plant.

They're going to be asking for laterals to
nove production in there in natural gas power. So if you
don't mnd, |I'd appreciate an opportunity to explore
t hat .

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Tucson El ectric Power has
announced their plans to convert Springerville to natural
gas. W don't have a -- they haven't filed an
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application to the Comm ssion to nodify their CEC yet,
but I think SRP has one for Coronado com ng up sooner,
comng up this year. Wether we'll see it or not, |
nean, they'll apply to the Conm ssion to anend a prior
Deci sion. Only the Conm ssion can do that, but whether
they send it to us for hearing on it is up to them
MEMBER COVSTOCK:  And if | may,
M. Chairman, the Transwestern line that's going to be
bui |t and has been approved by the Corporation
Commi ssi on - -
CHW STAFFORD: They don't approve that.
The Corporation Conm ssion does not approve interstate
gas.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: They voted in favor of

CHW STAFFORD: They announced that they're
happy it's going to get done.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sounds |ike a favorable
vote to ne.

CHW STAFFORD: They're not responsible for
deciding it.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: My point is that
Transwestern is going to be built, and that's where those
| aterals are going to be comng from not the new stuff
that's com ng out of New Mexico or Wom ng. So just want
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to make sure that we have sonething in place for 20 years
down the road. Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO. May | add on to that,

t 00?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Di Ciccio.

MEMBER DI CICCI O W had a sidebar
conversation a few weeks ago. That just nmkes | ogica
sense. W know it's not -- this is the |ocation or
anything else, it's through the Corporation Conm ssion.

But it makes | ogical sense to either expand
the areas for sonme of these places, or these transm ssion
lines to allow for gas to get in there so that it's done
qui ckly.

CHW STAFFORD: That seens |like a
conversation --

MEMBER DICICCIO.  That's | ater.

CHW STAFFORD: -- that the transm ssion
owners wll have to have with the gas conpani es about
collocating facilities to mnimze environnental inpacts.
Seens |ike a worthwhile conversati on.

MEMBER DI Cl CCI O Yeah, just something he
and | tal ked about.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: It's been happeni ng.

MEMBER DICICCIO It was a great idea.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: We're working on it.
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CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
nmenbers? Okay. So we have one nore stop relative to the
project and then Stop Nunmber 5 is at the Safeway;
correct?

MR, CASTEEL: Correct.

MEMBER DI CI CCl O  Saf eway?

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, for --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch, |1've got to do
some grocery shopping.

VMEMBER MERCER  Potty break.

MEMBER DICICCIO. | was thinking, so do I.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So there's no
further questions fromnmenbers? All right. Let's go off
the record and back on the bus.

(TIME NOTED: 11:52 a.m)

(Concl usion of Stop No. 3.)

(TIME NOTED: 12:12 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 4.)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

We're at Stop Nunmber 4. W are |ooking --
whi ch way are we | ooki ng here?

MR, CASTEEL: W' re |ooking east down
County Road 4162. This road |leads to the TEP
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Springerville Generating Station. It's also used for
residents to access.

MEMBER KRYDER: For what ?

MR. CASTEEL: For residents to access
properties. This would be the nearest location to the
i nterconnection project fromother residences. The line
Is approxinmately three mles to the south of us.

MR, CASTEEL: The Little Colorado is just
down the road a little bit. This is the best place for,
really the only place that we could take the comrittee to
view a simlar condition of the river.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HI LL: The crossing of the river
which is roughly you said three mles south, is a nore
i nci sed system though.

MR, CASTEEL: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Right? So, okay.

CHW STAFFORD: Does that nean it's in a
deeper canyon than this one?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes. Yeah.

MR. CASTEEL: The river is approximtely
half a mle fromus from here.

MEMBER KRYDER: So is it correct that it
woul d be at the bottom of where this road kind of bottons
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out and heads up?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct. You can see the
denser vegetation.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That makes sense.

M5. CASTEEL: And in conparison, a crossing
of the Little Colorado River for the line, it is nuch
fewer trees. |It's nore dense shrub |ayer at that
| ocation as you saw in the photo that we showed. And
yeah, nore deeply incised, so nore concentrated, but this
was the closest crossing that we could get to it.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Any other questions
from menbers?

MR. DERSTINE: |Is it worth noting that
we're kind of well beyond the Springerville volcanic
field in this area?

M5. CASTEEL: We are currently outside of
the volcanic field, and you can tell the color of the
rocks has changed from where we were before.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Does the 69kV that cones

out of Springerville, that crosses the Little Col orado as

well, doesn't 1t?
CHW STAFFORD: | don't think it's 69kV
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME Il 10/21/2025 254

com ng out of Springerville. | think it's 345.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: This is the 69kV?

CHW STAFFORD: No, this is distribution
lines here. This is like 14kV, isn't it?

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah, we don't have it on our
map, but yeah, it's --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Let nme go back to the
guestion, then. | apologize for getting off track.

Where are the poles for the 69kV as it crosses the
Col orado? Are they -- how far is the setbacks for those,
do you know?

MR. CASTEEL: | don't know of fhand. W
could get a good neasurenent for you or a nmap that shows
that they do cross.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Right. So | guess that's
the question, how far is the setback for those pol es?
And they're nuch snaller than what you' re going to put
in, so that will give an idea of what the perspective is.
Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: [|Is the 69kV on wooden
structures or on steel structures? Do you know?

MR, CASTEEL: | believe they' re on wooden
struct ures.

MEMBER KRYDER: Woden structures. Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: | hope the ones we saw
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driving up here were on steel structures.

MR, CASTEEL: That is a great question.
I"mgoing to go back and check and check that |ine.
That's not --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght, because we drove
past this line here, and |I'"mpretty sure those were steel
structures.

MR, CASTEEL: Yes. | want to verify
this -- this |ine.

MEMBER HILL: It's this line.

MR, CASTEEL: Right.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, that | think m ght be
wooden. We can see them on the way out.

MR. CASTEEL: Correct. W drove underneath
what will be a simlar pole structure.

CHW STAFFORD: W drove under twi ce. W
came under 60 this way and we drove under it this way
com ng up back up the 180. So for this one here, we'l]l
drive past it on the 180 down to Stop 5; right?

MR, CASTEEL: Yes, we will cross it again.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Take a | ook. Don't ask
them on the bus, but you can observe and we can confirm
when we get to the next stop.

All right. So the next stop is going to be
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the Safeway. | think that's going to be a -- kind of a
rest stop before we --

MR, CASTEEL: Rest stop before we head back
to the hotel

CHW STAFFORD: Are we going to go on the

record at Stop 5 area just do a pit stop and head back

to --

MR. CASTEEL: It wasn't intended for that,
no.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | do have one nore
question. | was thinking about the testinony |ast night.
And | just wanted to put this back on the record and

confirmit, especially since we do have sone citizens
w th us today.

There was sone di scussion about a desire to
do col l ocation, which we all prefer, along the 69kV li ne.
And ny understandi ng was that you explored that with the
owners of that line and that property, and they were
unwilling to work with you on collocation. |Is that
correct? So it was sonething the conpany expl ored.

MR PATTON. Yes, ma'am

MEMBER HILL: And tried to make happen.

MR. PATTON: W approached themw th the
possibility of doing an easenent, and they indicated to
us -- not indicated, they stated to us that they were not
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wlling to do an easenent with us.
MEMBER HI LL: Okay. And Tucson Electric
Power is the | andowner there.

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

VEMBER HI LL: But the easenent for the 69kV

MR. PATTON:. Navopache.

MEMBER HI LL: Navopache. Ckay. Just
wanted to put that back on the record and share that
i nformati on.

MR PATTON. Yes, nma'am

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER HILL: | agree with that, but I
appreciate that you guys tried to do that, because | do
much prefer collocation of this type of --

MR. PATTON: Specifically it makes sense
because that tells us that everything fromthe
geotechnical studies that are pending, clearly it passed
for those structures.

MEMBER HI LL: Exactly.

MR. PATTON: And for us froma
constructability there must be sone existing access
roads --

MEMBER HI LL: You can share road
infrastructure on those kinds of things if you do it
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well, so that's unfortunate that TEP didn't want to do
t hat .

MR, PATTON: Fromyour lips to god's ears.

MEMBER HI LL: That never happens.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So from here
we'll go to Stop Nunber 5. Do we need -- do the nenbers
feel the need to ask any nore questions at 5, or just be
a break stop and then we'll head back to the hearing
roonf

MEMBER HI LL: W can cover it in the
hearing roomif we have other questions that cone up
al ong the way; right?

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then |unch
plans, | think the applicant indicated that they wanted
to have lunch ready at one o'clock. | think that nmaybe
we won't -- | don't think we'll get there by one o'cl ock.

MEMBER DICICCIO  It's what, about
40 m nutes.

MR, CASTEEL: It's not sonething that's
going to be like -- it's cold sandwi ches, so they said it
woul d be fine, they can preserve it. It won't --

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So they'll just have
it ready when we get there, then.

MR. CASTEEL: Right.

MEMBER FANT: Safeway has a deli.
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CHW STAFFORD: You can't wait, huh?

MEMBER HILL: | think they have Starbucks,
t 0o.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And | think there's
addi tional nenbers of the public that would Iike to make
comment, if they have not already done so. M thought is
what we'll do is we'll make the stop at Safeway, we w |
not go back on the record, take any questions. That']l
just be kind of get ourselves in order for the trek back
to the hearing | ocation.

We'll go back to the hearing room W'l
briefly go on the record and announce what tine we'll be
back. And then at what tine we'll be taking additional
public comment so the public has a chance to get there,
and know what time they can get their own |unch and they
know what tinme to show up to nake additional, well, |
guess it's new conments from additional nmenbers of the
public. So --

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: | assunme we'll have enough
ti me between noting when additional public conment wl
be taken to taking the public coment so the public can
hear about it and di ssem nate that information.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | think the nenbers

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

259



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME Il 10/21/2025

of the public who w sh to comment have been foll owi ng the
tour, or are in communication with other people. Soneone
that's on the tour wants to make additi onal comrent,
there are others in addition to that person, so they can
communi cate with them what tine.

So what will happen we'll go make the
Stop 5 at Safeway. W're not going to take any
gquestions. W'Il just take a pit stop and then we'll get
back on the bus and go back to the hearing room We'|
go with the hearing, go on the record and then announce
what time we'll reconvene to take public conment. And
t hen everyone can go to lunch, the public can go to
| unch, we can go to lunch and we'll conme back and go back
to work.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Just as a thought, would
it be better if we just nmade a tinme here so that they
don't have to cone all the way back there if they're not
pl anni ng on being back there right away?

CHW STAFFORD: It depends how long it
takes us to get back, how long at Safeway. | don't want
to say a tine now and be 30 m nutes | ate when we get
back.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.
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CHW STAFFORD: So | think what we'll do is
let's get back to the hearing room go on the record. |If

there's any clarifying questions fromthe trip back, you

can ask them then we'll take a recess to a set tine and
then we' Il come back and then take public coment and
then the applicant can resune their testinony. | guess

it's going to depend what tinme it is. It's 12:22 now.

MEMBER DI Cl CCI O Wat, about 40 m nutes
back.

CHW STAFFORD: It's at |least a 45-mnute
trip back there. |It's going to be 10 mnutes to the
Safeway, we'll be at the Safeway for 10 mnutes. So we
don't start -- we won't get back to the hearing room

until after one o'cl ock.

MEMBER DICICCIO. | was thinking 1:30 we
get there.

CHW STAFFORD: Does our driver know a
shortcut?

MR. CASTEEL: [|'mnot sure he is aware of
ot her roads.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, let's go on to Stop

Nunber 5. Let's go off the record and get back on the

bus.
(TIME NOTED: 12:22 p.m)
(Conclusion of Stop No. 4.)
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(The tour concluded at 2:14 p.m)

(The hearing resuned at 2:14 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. We have returned fromour tour. Took a little
bit | onger than expected.

M. Derstine, you have -- while on the tour
| believe at the first or second stop you tal ked about
getting a better topographical nmap together.

MR. DERSTINE: It's my understanding that
the SWCA teamis putting together a topographic map in
response to the request fromthe conmttee, and we shoul d
have that avail able after |unch.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. And you'll introduce
that as anot her exhibit, CG 22?

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then also |
think there was quite a bit of public interest in the
tour, | believe that there's additional nmenbers of the
public who would |like to coment on the application.

So | think this afternoon we'll take sone
addi ti onal public coment fromthose people who weren't
able or did not comment previously during last night's
sessi on.

About how nuch nore of your direct case do
you have to present?
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MR. DERSTINE: So we have the rest of the
bi ol ogi cal studies for Ms. Casteel to present, including
the visual sinmulations. And then we have to go through
our public outreach and engagenent presentations,

i ncludi ng our tribal engagenent.

And then final section is going to just be
dealing with the statutory and notice and conpliance with
your procedural order.

So those are our final sections of the
case. And then, I'msorry, | omtted that our plan with
your perm ssion would be to start tonorrow norning with
our witness who's appearing virtually, and she'll be
addressing the transm ssion studies that were perforned
in connection with the interconnection application at
Springerville and address the issues raised in Staff's
letter.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. | know sone of the
menbers have sone questions about that. So here's what |
think we should do. | think, well, I"'mready to eat.
It's been a |long tour.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yep.

MEMBER HI LL: | agree.

CHW STAFFORD: W'l take a lunch recess

and then cone back at 3:30 and then | guess we'l | take
public comment. | think they'll be here by then.
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think we had three or four nore people to take comment.
And then you want to proceed with your environnental
studies after that and then plan on starting with

Ms. Turner in the norning.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Does
t hat sound agreeable to nenbers?

(A chorus of yeses.)

CHW STAFFORD: W th that, we stand in
recess until 3:30.

(Recess from2:17 p.m to 3:42 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

We are now going to take additional public
comment fromthe nenbers of the public who have not yet
comrented. First up you each will have three m nutes.

Pl ease cone to the podium and adjust the m crophone to
your height so we can hear clearly what you're saying.

First up we have Wnk Crigler. And pl ease
spel |l your nane for the court reporter.

M5. CRIGER  Thank you. Thank you for
allowng me to be here. M nane is Wnk Crigler, spelled
Cr-i-g-l-e-r. 1 represent the X D anond Ranch in South
Fork hol ding property very near this proposed despicable
i dea of transm ssion |ines from basically what we would
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call the G eens Peak H deaway area or the G eens Peak
area across the area al ong H ghway 60 there.

My famly -- I'mfroma four-generation
ranch famly, a four-generation famly ranch that has
wor ked for many decades to preserve the pristine beauty
of an unfragnented habitat. W' ve gone so far as to
hi storically always pack our salt, pack our fence posts,
barbwire and et cetera so as to prevent soil disturbance,
resource | oss, grass and herbaceous diversity |oss,
wi | dlife habitat disturbance, and maintain a productive
environnent for the -- for the production of a
sust ai nabl e sustenance, beef.

That is still what we do today on this
| andscape. |'ve been told a |l ot of things about how we
woul dn't have ground disturbance. Well, unless you cone
by helicopter, you will have ground disturbance. Wen
you cross the waters, you will inpact the clarity and the
purity of what few waters we happen to have in that area.

You wll run over plants and destroy the
very m xed biodiversity -- herbaceous biodiversity that
we have there. \When that happens, wildlife |lose their
home. |t becones inpacted by additional vehicul ar
traffic and et cetera.

It's been nentioned to nme sonet hing about
the soils. Well, anyone who thinks that our soils are
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not erodi bl e does not study soils. Qur soils are highly,
hi ghly erodible. | have seen right in my own
nei ghbor hood a two-track road go now to a road
di sturbance of nore than 50 feet.

|'ve measured those with United States
Departnment of Agriculture enpl oyees and et cetera to see
how nmuch topsoil has been | ost on a very shall ow soi
base. W do have extensive capacity for soil |oss
er osi on and ground di st urbance.

| was told by sone of the proponents of
this project that there would be no | ess than a m ni num
of 15 vehicles per day in any given area.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you very mnuch.

M5. CRIGER  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Up next we have David
Larson. L-a-r-s-o-n.

MR. LARSON: Good afternoon, Chairnman and
Commttee Menbers. | want to thank you for allow ng ne
to speak today. And |I'm already nervous. Here we go.

Anyway, to address the commttee ny
concerns, ny nanme is David Larson, and I amthe president
of Greens Peak Hi deaway. You saw nme with ny sign.

We -- our conmunity was established in the
"60s. There's 131 residents in our conmmunity. There are
two additional communities in that area. Wen you were
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all at the road -- the intersection on your first stop,

that is the entrance to our comunity. W are five mles
up that road. Okay? OQur community is one mle away from
the proposed first phase of the wind farm one mle away.

Qur water source -- our primary water
source the Atascacita Springs. You all didn't get to see
all this stuff today, which is unfortunate. Qur spring
is less than a quarter mle away fromthe boundary of
that wind farm projected wind farm

So we -- so we are nuch closer than what
heard today of other communities that you were told
about .

So Repsol, now cal |l ed Apache County LLC,
obviously they're starting to buffer thenselves from sone
responsibilities as we all know what an LLCis, limted
liability corporation, has never recognized in any of
their publications that there are residents that close to
both the wind farmand the transm ssion |ine which they
are asking you for approval.

Apache County residents along with the
Apache County planning and zoning are not in favor of
placing the wind farmright next to federal forested
land. Qur conmunity sits at 8300-foot elevation. |
beli eve you all canme back on 260 today. D d you enjoy
the turning of the trees and the beautiful Ponderosa
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forest? That's what we live in. You didn't get to see
that. The state land that they're proposing to put the
wind farmon is forested just |like the natural forest is.
What you saw was a down sl ope of that.

| just encourage you to -- |'ve witten a
| ot nore stuff in an attachnent that | can't get to in
the time frane. Please |look at ny wite-up. There's a
| ot nore information.

Thank you for your time and thank you for
comng out. It was really -- we were glad to see you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you very nuch.

Next up we have Deanna Davis. D-e-a-n-n-a
D-a-v-i-s.

M5. DAVIS: OCh, good afternoon. |'m Deanna
Davis. |'ma second-generation business owner in
Springerville, Arizona. W're planning to have sone
expansion in our business and expand out throughout
Apache County to the smaller areas. But a |ot of ny
pl ans are on hold based on what happens with the
deci sions on the w nd turbines and the power I|ines.

| can't foresee ny area grow ng anynore if
this is allowed to inpact the areas as far as tourism
peopl e wanting to nove here where it's beautiful which
you drove through on 260 com ng over the nountain.

| have a big problemwith -- and | don't
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oppose energy. | don't oppose growh. I'ma fornmer big
city girl. But |I nowlove the rural area. And | think
we deserve this conpany, Repsol, to be demanded to do the
studies, the inpact on the area, the wildlife. Not just
we'll drill holes as we go and see if it will hold.

|"'msorry. This stuff is fragile. |f you
were out there on a horse, you'd know you're | eaving
footprints on that. |It's that fragile. And you're going
to put 15 vehicles. You're going to put all those poles
out there. You're going to put -- you know, | never
wanted to put nmy house next to power |ines because
they're a cancer risk. And you're bringing in these high
I npact deals on netal poles. Yes, | know the answer to
that. They couldn't answer that today. You need to nake
them stand up and do the work, do the studies, and cone
at this again and maybe in another way.

Power poles to nme, why aren't they putting
this out closer to TEP to the generating stations? Wy

isn'"t it going out there? Wy do we have to further

I npact the areas with power lines and poles? | don't
understand it. |'m hoping sonmeone will be able to
explain it to nme throughout what | listen to.

But | ask that you question why two utility
conpani es have refused to share their infrastructure
already with them Wiy can't they use their lines? Wy
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can't they tie in? There's sonmething that really snells,
and | hope you're all able to | ook deeply into this.

Thank you for |istening.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Karen d ennon,

G l-e-n-n-o-n.

M5. GLENNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman,
menbers of the commttee. |'mKaren dennon. |'ma
26-year resident of Springerville. And | also have filed
a limted appearance and several public comments.

| appreciate you comng on this tour. W
weren't sure if you would do it. W weren't sure if you
woul d cone to our community, and we appreciate it very
much that you did.

|"d like to start by saying that our two
towns, the Town of Springerville and the Town of Eagar,
have bot h voted unani nobusly to oppose this project. Now
they didn't vote on the interconnection line, but | can
venture to say that they oppose it because they oppose
the w nd project.

|"d like to comment on a few things that
bet ween yest erday and today things that were not
100 percent clear or maybe disputable. Yesterday norning
there was a | ot of talk about public outreach and
Facebook pages and all this wonderful outreach that has
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been done. Well, 1'd like to put on the record the fact
that it wasn't until June 14, 2023, that our
Springerville town manager first heard about this
project. He immediately told the council. And this is
how our conmunity becane aware of it.

It turns out going back as far as 2019 and
| think yesterday it was clarified that it was actually
2018 neasuring devices were put out, branches were
consulted with, agreenents were signed. | know of a
friend of m ne who was approached to be a consultant to
themto help themsell the project here. They net with
Gane and Fish, State Land Departnent.

And all of this was done, including going
to the FAA and getting perm ssion. They have a
determ nati on of no hazard to air traffic. | have put in

a public coment about what a hazard this wind farmw ||
be to aviation at our small airport here, and | urge you
to read that public coment.

|"mjust going to go on fromthat. |'m
going to go as fast as | can because I'mafraid |I'm going
to run out of tinme. OCh, | already ran out of tine.

The Vernon Community Center. There are
community plans. The little dot that was next to the
substation, that is the Vernon comunity plan. Al pine,
Greer, our county encourages these
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I ncor por at ed/ uni ncorporated to have plans. That's what
t hat was about.

Dave Larson tal ked about that forest road.
It was nmentioned that this is where people go to recreate
up here. No, this is where all these people live.

There's been just sone m sunder st andi ngs,
and |"'mgoing to run out of tinme. And before | do, |
would like to say |I'mgoing to nake anot her public
comment witten. | hope that is permssible. | hope
you'll read it.

And if you decide to approve this, the
majority, |I'm begging those of you who don't agree to
wite a dissenting opinion. You can wite a dissenting
opi nion, and that will go to the Corporation Conm ssion
for consideration. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

C ndy Moyer, Mo-y-e-r.

M5. MOYER:. Good afternoon. M nane is
C ndy Moyer. Thank you for allowng ne this tine to
speak with you all and thank you for com ng here to hear
our si de.

| noved here four years ago. And one of
the reasons | noved here was because of the beauti ful
scenery and the animals. M grandson is 11 years old,
put in for his antel ope hunt, which will be out where the
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proposed area is. As dad told him you m ght put in for
10 or 15 years before you get drawn. But he's waiting,
and he wants very badly to go, be part of that tradition,

so | hope that he gets to do that.

| hope that the ground is still there.
hope that the wldlife is still around. Qur water supply
is extrenely fragile. And | just -- it seens |ike

there's so much ground, and they say they only need 500
acres. |If there's that many acres, could it be sonmewhere
el se? But you know what, nobody else wants it either.
Nobody wants it in their backyard. Nobody wants these
power |ines going through their housing devel opnments or
their -- even where they go hiking. Nobody wants to hike
t hrough power |i nes.

So | just please, please consider the
peopl e that noved here or lived here for generations that
truly love this area and that want the best for their
children and grandchildren to be able to grow up in this
beauti ful area. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

|s there a Kurt Kerr here? K-e-r-r.

You m ght nove the mcrophone up a little
bit for you

MR, KERR: Good afternoon. M nanme is Kurt
Kerr. |I'ma local resident. | aman earth science and
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ecol ogy teacher here in the community. | amrepresenting
mysel f, no organi zati on or agency.

|"d like to speak to the |ocation of the
project and to the power line that's connecting it to the
power pl ants.

| ' m opposed to the | ocation where it's at
because of the wind farm because it is in winter range
for elk and antelope. | believe you received sone
information fromthe Arizona Antel ope Associ ati on that
outlined the mgration routes of our pronghorn antel ope
in the Big Lake area that cone down through there, and
they winter in the area where this wind farmis projected
to be built and subsequently the power |ine that connects
it, okay.

There's also elk that winter in this range.
When you're going to build this farm you're going to
have to wi den the roads and put in intersections. This
iIs going to interfere with mgration routes for these
animals. You' ve already heard about how t hey affect
avian birds of prey and bats. And so you're aware of
t hose.

My suggestion would be to nove this

| ocati on north and east of the power plants on the east

side of the Little Colorado River. 1It's not going to be
in the plain view of the residents who will have to | ook
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at it for the rest of their lives. It is not going to
i npact the tourism which is a huge concern of the people
here in the Wite Muntains.

You woul dn't put this next to Sedona. You
woul dn't put it next to the Gand Canyon without a |ot of
public outcry. The residents, |I believe, have a valid
concern about their vistas and the, for |ack of a better
term sight pollution that these would create. By noving
it north and east of the power plants you wouldn't need a
30-m |l e connective power line in order to hook this al
up.

Soinclosing, I'll sinply say that if
you're going to build this, and it m ght not be a bad
thing, but | disagree with the location of it because
it'sinwldlife wintering areas, and it's in the direct
view of the residents and the people who cone to recreate
in this area. Thank you very much.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. W also had a
Kristin Spillman sign in, but she indicated she did not
W sh to speak

|s there anyone -- | don't -- that's
everyone | have for public comrent.

At this time | guess we'll go back to the
applicant. You had sone -- | guess you want to put your
W t nesses back in there.
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MR, DERSTINE: W need to get resituated.
CHW STAFFORD: And then we had sone
out st andi ng questions fromthe tour.
Do you want to get to those first before
you resune your direct case?
MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
Are you good to proceed, M. Derstine?
MR. DERSTINE: | think we are. GCetting
everyone seated over there.
| have a |list of the questions that cane
from nmenbers of the commttee on the tour. W'IIl try to
address all of those. W mght have one that we're stil
wor ki ng on background information for, but we'll work
t hrough the 1list.
The first one | had was | think this was
Menber Constock's question on operational integrity
specifically asked the -- what do you do in the case of
cold weather, wind, or ice storns to prevent the icing of
the transm ssion |ine.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q M. Patton, are you the one to address that
qguestion?
A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.
So I've conferred with our engineering team and
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i n doing sone investigative anal ysis on how we woul d
mtigate in the event of icing, there's -- | want to kind
of back up and paint a picture in terns of how we design
these thing. | hope that helps informour mtigation.

So several factors go into the design
consi derations when siting these transm ssion |ines,
including the humdity, the altitude, maxi mum m ni num
tenperatures, and, of course, the topography.

And so from construction perspective, we -- in
the event where we know we're going to be in a site
condition where ice and cold weather is typical, not
frequent but typical, we would install a |large dianeter
conductor, so a thicker line if you can inagine. And
fromthere we would al so apply sone -- so that's a
nmechani cal feature we would install a |arge dianeter
conduct or .

We woul d put in sone coatings, what we call a
passive coating, and that's kind of a viscous nateri al
that helps the ice frombuilding up on the line itself.

And then there are active nethods that we can
use in the event of ice buildup. There's automatic
equi pnent that serves as essentially alnost |ike a pulley
systemthat sits m d-span and has detectors --
hi gh-frequency detectors for ice, and those are activated
in the event of ice buildup. And those activators
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essentially run the length of the span nmechanically to

break up that ice. And so that is one mtigation.
There's al so taking advantage of the

el ectrical -- the electric sequencing of the DC current

or AC current rather where we use the heat fromthe

el ectrons transferring on the line to de-ice the line.

Q | think Menber Constock's questions was
specifically when the turbines are not operating and the
line is not energized it's nore susceptible to icing and
what are we doing to prevent that condition from
occurring at that tinme?

A (M. Patton) Exactly. And that's where those
aut omat ed devices would likely be installed during the
construction for those events in anticipation.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you for that
information -- M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Go ahead, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sorry. Thank you for
that information. That was quickly done.

So | need to go back to the first part of
your answer. You said that your team determ nes the
| ocati on where icing or storns nay be present. Have you
identified this region as that?

MR. PATTON:. Every site is going to have
certain site conditions, and so taking into account, yes,
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the weather data all that is also inforned by the MET
towers that are also currently erected. So the MET
towers that we spoke about yesterday in yesterday's
testinony that collects the wind density that also hel ps
informthe site and structural design of every structure,
not just the turbines but also the transm ssion |ines.

So we understand w nd speeds, anbient tenperature,

maxi mum t enperature, mni numtenperatures, and that hel ps
to informthe design process.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Patton. | hate to be
pi cky, but have you -- this project, has it been
identified as a project that could experience ice on the
l'ine?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And the mtigation
measures that you referred to, those mitigation neasures
such as a thicker conductor, a coating, those wll all be
installed as part of the project?

MR. PATTON: Those will all be
considerations with the final design iteration. So these
are things that are still underway as part of the design
pr ocess.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: When woul d we know?

MR, PATTON:. We get through several design
iterations. Cbviously we're running these in tangent
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wth our permtting sequence, but we get these -- this is
establ i shed well before construction. So we would have
our design and engi neering drawi ngs established. W
procure equi pnent respectively based off of those designs
and we proceed.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, | need a
few mnutes to think through what ny next questions woul d
be, but if | need to pause here, | hope you understand.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, then
have a quick follow up question.

You said "MET towers"?

MR, PATTON. Meteorol ogical towers, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And those are the devices
you set up to determ ne where to | ocate the w nd
facility; correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes. It also inforns the w nd
profiles and shear strength and everything that would
help informthe design of the structures.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then in
devel oping this project, the transmssion line is what's
before the commttee. But it's the -- the bulk of it is
to reach the wind resource.

Did you neasure the used MET towers
t hroughout state trust land in this area or did you focus
on the area where you were proposing to put the wnd
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facility?

MR, PATTON:. Primarily around the w nd
facility.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. | think it was
mentioned in public cormment, they said, well, wouldn't it

be better to put it to the northeast of the existing coal
pl ant ?

Was that -- was that area studied at all by
t he applicant?

Did they | ook at -- because for w nd
facilities, you have to ny understanding is that the
| ocation is driven by where the wind resource is, and the
w nd doesn't blow the sane all over the place. And so
there's certain spots where it's nore active, which is --
woul d get to ny question, but with the capacity -- the
antici pated capacity factor is going to be for the wnd
facility.

But |I'mjust curious as to what other
| ocati ons you' ve eval uated besides the one that's -- you
have here that's related to this application.

MR, PATTON: If you recall fromyesterday's
testinony, the map that was submtted, | can't recal
exactly where in the slides or what exhibit it was, but
it was a gradient map show ng the w nd density of the
region. The further east you go, the |less wi nd speeds
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there are.

And so for us knowing that there is a cost
associ ated and an approvals process that has to be
initiated with ASLD, Arizona State Land Departnent, for
erecting those MET towers we have to take a quantitative
approach on where we're going to put them so we put them
in the areas where we know that the wind speed is viable.

CHW STAFFORD: And the map you're
referring to, that was -- that's sonewhere in -- it's one
of the slides in hearing Exhibit 7; correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: And the source of that data
is refresh ny nenory?

MR. PATTON: It's taken from a nunber of
publicly avail abl e dat abases. There's vendors out there.
| can't recall specifically which vendor we used for that
particul ar map, but there are contractors and services
that conpile all the publicly available data into a
stream i ned dataset for us to review

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So then w nd
devel opers access -- can all access that data, and that's
where they try to make informed deci sions about where to
| ocate their facilities then?

MR, PATTON:. W nd devel oper, private
citizens, anybody who's interested in such data.
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CHW STAFFORD: Because that's kind of the
first step. The next step is to erect the MET tower is
to see what you're working wth.

MR. PATTON: Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: So that kind of flows into
my next question about what was the anticipated capacity
factor for the wind facility on an annual basis and then
if there's a difference seasonally. Like, if there's
going to be a higher capacity factor in the wintertine as
opposed to the summertine or the fall if there's --
however you differentiate that. And then | guess al so
between with the anticipated capacity factor is in the
dayti me as opposed to the nighttinme hours.

MR, PATTON: This is sonething that we have
on hand. | don't have it readily available to put for
you today. |'ve routed this question to ny team who are
not here today, and they should be able to get ne sone
clarification for us to expand on tonorrow.

CHW STAFFORD: \Well, excellent, because |
think we're going to have sone testinony from Ms. Rebecca
Turner about the interconnection stuff, so | think that
woul d be a good tine to provide that information about
the capacity factors of the proposed w nd project.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
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| believe | see Menber Fontes has his hand
up and then Menber Fant. So let's go --

MR. DERSTINE: Oh, and Member Hill.

CHWN STAFFORD: And Menber Hill.

Menber Fontes has been -- he's had his hand
up since | started talking, so we'll go to Menber Fontes
and then Menber H Il and then back to Menber Fant.

MEMBER FONTES: | want to provide sone
clarity from Menber Conmstock with respect to the events
t hat happened. And tonorrow will be really informative
when we have the subject matter expert on the
I nterconnect to further flesh this out.

Menmber Constock, design review is done
after the PPA is awarded. This applicant has represented

that they're going to seek project finance froma

qualified |l ender. That |lender will appoint a lender's
engi neer that will review all the itens you're
specifically looking at. They will be determ ned

bankable or not. So it's premature at this tine for them
to do it because you can't guarantee you're going to get
t he financi ng.

Tucson El ectric Power, who they
i nterconnect with, will have, nore than likely, a |ot of
say-so on all these issues because that is sonething that
has to be built to an electrical standard that
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(i ndi scerni ble) that we have (indiscernible) and then
al so operationally will have to (indiscernible) which is
al so part of our conditions that we put in the CEC

A second (indiscernible) was put in the CEC
is that we have what I'll refer to as conditions
precedents -- M. Chairman can perhaps use a different
word -- whereby we have environnental conpliance and
mtigation neasures that all applicants will have to
adhere to to nonitor all of the statutory requirenents of
our CEC.

So we've had this issue before on other
w nd projects. |It's a bit of a cart before the horse,
but there is an industry-w de sequence, and that's how
it's played out in other CECs that |'ve been party to,
proj ect finances on wind projects. 1Is it perfect? No,
it's inperfect. But it has precedent in terns of what
we' ve done.

| hope that offers you sone help to shape
t hought s.

And | defer back to you, M. Chairman, if
you want to correct me, nenbers on this case based on
past cases.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

Menmber Constock, did that hel p?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. It hel ped.
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Menmber Fontes, thank you very nuch for that
clarification. The regulatory background that | cone
fromis trust but verify and nmake sure that that
verification is in place |long before the project gets
construct ed.

It sounds to ne like in this case your
background | eads you to believe that that will be done.
However, ny vote will be | ong gone before this project
gets constructed, so | want to make sure that for the
long-termintegrity of this project that the
considerations for this location in Arizona, which ny
experience as a native Arizonan has taught ne to believe
it's cold up here and ice is frequent, and that project
needs to be protected fromthat ice and w nd storns.

So I'"'mgoing to verify and trust that your
background i s adequate to help ne understand that.

So thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: As an addendumto that
comment, part of ny verification with you and ny fell ow
nmenbers is listening very -- it's apparently tonorrow
hopefully starting around nine, 9:30 upon the systens
i npact study where they're at.

| will note for the applicant and
M. Derstine I'"'mvery particularly interested on what is
the differences -- material differences with respect to
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setting a gen-tie line for solar and storage fromthat of
a wnd. | have done both, and | do not view them as the
sane.

|"mal so very interested to know what the
path is given that TEP has planned for the ATC, that
being the available transm ssion fromthe substation at
San Juan in the future. So those two things are
overarching concerns that relay back to what you're
poi nting to, Menber Constock.

For pointing that out | just want to tell
you | still have questions, but | am confortable that
there's a tiered approach to this for mtigation.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: And, Menber Constock, just
background, in every CEC, there's a condition that they
file an annual conpliance |letter showi ng how t hey' ve
conplied with all the conditions that are inposed by the
certificate.

And then so they have to file it wth the
Conmm ssi on every year until the project's done till it's
in service. And the Conm ssion nonitors those, and it's
t he Conm ssion enforces its own orders.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: | appreciate that because
| know |"m rather new on the commttee, but understanding
t he background helps nme feel nore confortable with the
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process. It doesn't necessarily nmean that |I'm
confortable with the sequencing of the process, but the
process sounds |ike there's checks and bal ances al ong the
way that will establish a long-termintegrity for the
project. So thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H II.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

| was just going to reiterate the role of
the interconnection requirenents to mtigate the concerns
that nmy coll eague has identified. So |I'm good now.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| represent the general public on this
committee, and | personally was -- | have a -- | left
| ast night and today with the major inpression fromthe
comments made by the public.

As Don Henley says, |I'd like to get down to
the heart of the matter. You use neteorol ogical data to
site your towers, et cetera, as the primary reason to
adjust to it.

You have two towns. You have the two major
towns in the White Mountains fromny perspective. Show
Low woul d be a third, of course. Eager --

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Fant, please speak into
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your m crophone.

MEMBER FANT: You have the two maj or towns
here in the Wiite Muntains, Eager and Springerville,
formally voting to oppose this project. For ne,
that's -- that's a shock because Eager and Springerville
generally don't get along in any basis. So here they are
agreei ng on sonething strongly unani nously.

Do you -- have you net with either the
officials of the Town of Eagar or Springerville to talk
wi th them about their bases of objection to the project
or to the location of the given wind towers?

MR, PATTON:  Yes.

MEMBER FANT: And you' ve discussed it?

MR, PATTON: | nyself have not, but other
menbers of the team have, yes.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. Discussing a potenti al
conprom se on the locations of the wind towers?

MR PATTON: | can't speak to the nature of
t hose conversations because | wasn't privy to them

MEMBER FANT: Okay. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Derstine, please
conti nue.

MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.
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So we addressed Menber Constock's questions
on the operational and the potential for the icing on the
l'ine.

The next one on ny list was at Stop 2
Menber Kryder had the question about that scar that we
saw across the H ghway 60 where they had dug out --
soneone had dug out that side of the hill there. And the
guesti on was when was that done and curious about why
there were no signs of access to that excavation area.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So, Ms. Casteel, did you dig into that?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes. | have sone information.
We reviewed historic aerials, and it appears that that
scar occurred as of the 1968 aerial. So at |east as old
as 1968.

As far as access roads to that, we reviewed the

current aerial, 2025 aerial. 1t does not show a road.
But when you go back even through aerials on Google Earth
i n past aerial photographs, the road -- there's a road to
it that shows up, and then a couple years | ater goes
away. And then a couple years |later there's another
little road, a couple years later it goes away. | can
share the Google images if you would |ike.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER: You said this took place in
1968. What exactly took place?
M5. CASTEEL: W don't know. It's just

based on historic aerials you can see a scar on the

| andscape.

MEMBER KRYDER: So you don't know if it's a
m nehead, you don't know what -- how deep is it? Any
| dea?

M5. CASTEEL: We don't know.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So basically all we
know i s that sonmething took place, made a hole out there
in the late 1960s. And there were subsequently over the
next 10 years by aerial shots there had been roads to it.

MS. CASTEEL: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's end of story?

M5. CASTEEL: That's what we know from

historic aerials. W don't have mning records. And

it's fairly a small -- you know, as far as mning is
concerned it's pretty small, so I'mnot sure if there are
records.

MEMBER KRYDER: What sort of things are
mned in that area?

M5. CASTEEL: | would have to guess. So
|'"d rather not guess. |'mnot sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Okay. Thank you.
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CHW STAFFORD: | thought | recalled
hearing at that stop that there was a hole that they dug
ash out to put on roads or sonething.

MEMBER HI LL: G nder.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ci nder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | think that was
specul ation. |'mnot sure given Ms. Casteel's comment if

that is sonething that was a possible idea for or for a
real idea or an inproved idea. Wich was it?

M5. CASTEEL: That's specul ati on based on
what the resources are out there that it would be cinder
that was m ned, but we don't know.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: The one thing we do know is
that you will not be putting any towers or turbines in
that | ocation.

M5. CASTEEL: Correct. It's not within the
CEC corridor.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. DERSTINE: And then | guess, Menber
Kryder, to your point | think your concern was with
the -- given the nature of the soil that, you know, an
access road, any sort of vehicular traffic in that area
woul d be a | ongstandi ng permanent scar. And | guess what
the aerial photos are showing that there was a road. W
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don't see a road today.

So what ever has taken place in terns of
recovery of that soil has allowed for the access road to
be renoved fromour site. Obviously the scar is stil
t here.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
That's a good summary.

CHW STAFFORD: What's next on your |ist,
M. Derstine?

MR. DERSTINE: Next on ny list -- well,
next on ny list was your capacity question, which we're
still working on, and we'll get that information and be
ready to present that tonorrow norning.

The next one is topographic maps, and I
think we're ready to show within the hearing roomup on
the screen a topographic map. And that's been marked as
CG -- CG 22.

M5S. CASTEEL: Yes. W can go ahead and
shar e.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Can you orient us to the map, Ms. Casteel, and
tell us what we're looking at? There's a | ot going on
t here.

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes. W put this figure
together. |t shows topography as the background as well
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as the map project features. So the CEC corridor and the
proposed route center line and then the associated w nd
proj ect area and sol ar project area.

Q Can | have you use the | aser pointer, please?

AV TEAM MEMBER: Sorry, M. Chairman. The
| aser pointer won't work since it's Ms. Casteel's
conputer that's displaying, but you should be able to use
your nouse and the online participants would see that.

M5. CASTEEL: Ch, yeah. GCkay. | can do
t hat .

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

M5. CASTEEL: Gkay. So as we've seen in
ot her figures, the CEC corridor is here in what | ooks
like |ime green on the screen.

The wind facility is this gray area
outlined in black.

And then the solar facility being this
hat ched area on the east side.

The red line that you see is the boundary
of the Springerville volcanic field. And the inset there
shows just a w der regional context of the vol canic
fields in relation to where the project is.

So you can see what portion is within the
volcanic field and which portion is outside of. The area
to the west is inside the field. And the area to the
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east is outside of the field.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think fromthe tour
we were | ooking at where Substation 2 is. Can you zoom
inon that? | mean, we saw sone hills there. And it was
going to be -- that substation was going to be down | ower
and a good part of the |line be obscured by those
features.

MS. CASTEEL: So the stop that we nade was
around this area here.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So that dark line is US 607

A (Ms. Casteel) So this it's |like a nmaroonish
line here is US 60. So our first stop would have been up
around here, and then our second stop was down around in
this general area.

Q And then in terns of the topography | think sone
of the testinony out on the tour was that the Iine would
be behind sone of the rises and the hills that were in
that area; is that correct or not?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes. So there is these hills
her e.

CHW STAFFORD: Those were what we were
| ooking at fromthe tour?

What's the cinder pit right there on the
map?
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MS. CASTEEL: Just a second. Sorry.

MR. DERSTINE: That's not the sane cinder
pit, but it is a cinder pit according to the map.

M5. CASTEEL: Ckay. Thank you. Sorry
about that.

So we were stopped sonewhere around here,
and so this was the hill that we saw. And then this was
t he secondary nound in the back. So we are behind that
with the line.

CHW STAFFORD: And then down to the right
where the Substation 2 would be |ocated, that's --
that's -- what's the elevation there? How do you tel
fromthe map?

Because | renmenber fromlooking at it it
seened like it was nmuch | ower down.

M5. CASTEEL: So with these contours this
bei ng 2100 feet, and this next contour this being
2200 feet, sonewhere in between there |'m going to guess
2150. | don't have an exact nunber.

CHW STAFFORD: Just an approxi mation.

Menber Hill, you look like you' re about to
ask a questi on.

MEMBER HILL: No. This is helpful. | was
actually going to blow it up nyself, but | don't see it
on the pad. So if we could have it on the pad for the
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remai nder of the neeting, that would be hel pful to ne.

MEMBER KRYDER: Can you speak up, N cole.
| can't hear you.

CHW STAFFORD: It's been marked as an
exhibit, so they're going to provide a copy of it, so
they'll get one on the iPad and get a hard copy to ne and
the court reporter.

MR DERSTINE: I'mtold it may be there now

if you don't.

MEMBER HI LL: Magi c.

CHW STAFFORD: Onh, | see additional ones
too that we haven't tal ked about yet.

MR. DERSTINE: Don't | ook ahead. W' re not
ready.

MEMBER HI LL: Forgive nme. Wat exhibit
nunber is it, then?

CHWN STAFFORD: 22.

MEMBER HILL: Ch, | was |looking at the | ast
one. I1'll look at it there. kay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: My i Pad has decided to
take a vacation. Could | get AV to conme over and fire it
back up? Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: This is super helpful. Thank
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you for this. | don't have any specific questions. |'m
just nmentally revisiting the route that we took.

It does show several other kind of two
tracks and things |like that that give ne a better sense
of where you nmight be able to access for construction.

M5. CASTEEL: And | would just like to
clarify the elevations are in neters here, so it's
2202 neters not feet.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q |s that nore or |less than feet?

A (Ms. Casteel) It's less than feet, so feet --
it's, yeah, there's about three feet per neter. Gve or
take a little over three feet per neter.

Q So 2200 neters is a lot taller than 2200 feet?

MEMBER KRYDER: It would be about 7,000
feet or 6800 feet.

MR, DERSTINE: GCot it.

M5. CASTEEL: So we're looking at -- the
substation is approximately -- an approxi mate el evati on
of 7300 feet.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Anything else? It sounded |ike Menber H Il is

anal yzi ng the map whi ch has been marked as CG 22.
|s there any nore features, Ms. Casteel, that
you'd want to at | east point out that would be rel evant
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to the project using the topographic map?

A (Ms. Casteel) | guess while we're here just
being able to see the Little Col orado R ver cone through
here. So that's what this line here is.

Coyote Creek conmes out -- it's a tributary to
the Little Colorado River, so this is going to be an area
of biological wealth that I'll review. It conmes out and
crosses out here. It wll also be spanned.

And then the rest of these topographic features
there's some nesas and cliff areas or slopes that are
showing up -- they look like linear features but are not
wat er features.

Q And just while it's in ny mnd, could you use
your nouse or your -- yeah, your npuse to point out where
that closest residence is that we had sonme di scussion at
the stop about approximately 1.8 mles fromthe gen-tie
line. | see you're circling that little box there.

Am | correct in understanding that that box is
an inholding of private land within the |arger
st at e- | and- owned parcel s?

A (Ms. Casteel) That is correct.

Q And there's a hone in that little box, and that
is the closest honme to the gen-tie -- the interconnection
proj ect ?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes, that's correct.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder. |
believe -- | believe it was M. Patton who estimated that
the size of that private parcel to be sonmewhere between
60 and 100 acres?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Fol | ow ng your one comrent
that we had an hour or so ago, and | ooking at that
property here under discussion, this hideaway that was
addressed is that what this is?

O where is that so-called hideaway in
relation to this property that's a mle and a little bit
fromthe corridor?

M5. CASTEEL: So | believe | have that
| ocated on nmy Google Earth map if | can pull that up.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: It's there?

CHW STAFFORD: It's the part that's
surrounded by the BLM I and; right?

M5. CASTEEL: So this is where |I'm show ng
the Greens Peak Hi deaway. |It's about five mles fromthe

i nt erconnecti on project.
MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. That's
what | needed.
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| al so saw as you were bringing up your map
our little hole there a nonent ago. Yeah. Very
i nteresting.

Ckay. Thank you very much. No ot her
qguestions, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Kryder.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q "Il go back to ny list here. So the |ast one

was prepare a detailed topographic map. W' ve done that.
| think one of the questions is whether or not

we had any stream gauge data for the Little Col orado

Ri ver.

A (Ms. Casteel) W do. So we |ooked at the
avai | abl e USGS stream gauge data at Lyman Lake, which is
downstream of our crossing, so not exactly the sane
because it's further downstream but it's a good
approxi mation of the water flow in our project area.

And over the last five years, the nmaxi num depth
was five feet and generally is closer to about two.
MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.
MR. DERSTINE: Did that answer the -- |
don't know who rai sed the question on the depth. | think

it was you, Menber Kryder.

VEMBER KRYDER: It was. | have an allied
guestion. My | -- okay.
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| think M. Patton addressed sonme of this
when we were out at Stop Number 3. So you're dealing
with the Arizona I and group for -- and they would be the
regul atory officers for your permtting if to build the
various towers for the power lines; correct?

M5. CASTEEL: Yes. The Arizona State Land
Depart nent .

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes. Thank you for
correcting ne.

And, in addition, or what exactly what
ki nds of things are you allowed to do under those
regul ations?

What -- and is it only within the corridor
or is it ancillary to the corridor?

| guess that's kind of a two-pronged
guesti on.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Patton, is that a better
guestion for you?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. Thank you for the
guesti on.

So ASLD -- ASLD will provide us a draft
formthat will indicate to us their requirenents. It's
call ed a devel opnent approval plan. And fromthere we
wll submt whatever site iteration or designs that we
have at that time, and they' |l provide feedback.
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And so specifications on access roads such
as aggregate usage or turnouts, turning radius, what we
intend to do for water runoff, all that will be addressed
in that agreement. And ASLD has posited that they wll
make sure that whatever stipulations or guidelines is
mrrored to the | ocal Apache County ordi nance.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So they've assured
you if you foll ow whatever is your agreenent, that it
wi Il al so pass through the Apache County peopl e.

MR. PATTON: We have to denonstrate to ASLD
that we are adhering to Apache County's ordi nance.

MEMBER KRYDER: | was thinking specifically
not just the roads but the roads are a first concern.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Addition to that, what
about -- you're going to be building how many structures
on the total if approved?

MR. PATTON: Up to --

MEMBER KRYDER:  About 200; right?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And each one of them
is going to need a certain anount of concrete?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. And I'll have that
figure for you today actually as well.

MEMBER KRYDER: And so will you be building
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a batch plant, a concrete batch plant on the corridor or
do you build it out on the highway or what's the plan on
t hat ?

MR. PATTON: That's a great question.

So we do establish |ay down yards and
tenporary facilities for -- for not just the batching of
the concrete but also for the assenbly of the structures
for storage of conduit and other ancillary nmaterials.
It's very typical for us to have |lay down yards, sone
tenporary, sone permanent, but it will all be defined as
the site has continued to evolve fromthe site design
per specti ve.

MEMBER KRYDER: Right. Because it's a
pretty good-sized pile of material just lying on the
ground before you get it up in the air; correct?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. If I my, | my
want to take a little bit of an anecdote. | once had a
mentor explain to nme that construction is about 70
percent |ogistics and 30 percent executi on.

And so when it conmes to doing these
constructions for a site like this, we will sequence and
identify where materials will be staged. W'IlIl optim ze,
you know, a downtine, howlong it will take for
I ndividuals to batch concrete, to assenble materials, to
be -- you know, to get their safety equipnent on. All of
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that will be quantified down to, | prom se you, the
m nut e.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And given that it's
approximately 30 mles, are there going to be one site
one staging area or are we going to have six or 10 or any
i dea on that?

MR, PATTON: That wll be -- there wll be
several to be sure.

The exact anmount is sonething that has to
be quantified as we get closer to the construction
because it's all -- it's predicated not off of just the
anmount of material but also you' ve got to imgine
seasonally. Wen do we -- when are we actually
antici pati ng commencenent of construction?

Commencenent of construction | ooks
different in the sumertine than it does in the
wintertime, right? And so as we get closer to the
constructi on commencenent date that will help inform al
the ancillary logistics that go with the construction
oper ati on.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Back of the envel ope
fromyour experience to build 200 towers, is this a
six-month or is this a 16-nonth or a 26-nonth project?

MR. PATTON: That's a good question.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess it's contingent on
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whet her anyt hi ng goes w ong.

MR, PATTON:. Exactly. And there's a
nyriad -- like | said, alot of it is logistics. |It's
weat her events. It's nobilization. |It's the delivery of
materials, right? The anmount of personnel that we're
abl e to depl oy on hand.

So | would say certainly no | ess than six
nmonths. | can give you a floor. It's hard to give a
ceiling because that woul d be specul ati ve.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. Thank you very
much.

MR. DERSTINE: And, Menber Kryder, | think
al ong the lines of your questions, |I'"mgoing to direct
your attention to and I'mgoing to ask M. Patton sone
guestions regardi ng two new agreenents or new exhibits.
They're not new agreenents but new exhibits.

The first one is marked CG23. That's a
ri ght-of-way additional conditions piece of the ASLD
ri ght-of-way agreenent that ultimately the applicants
have applied for right-of-way wth State Land. That
application is under review and consideration by State
Land. State Land has basic form agreenents that it uses
and requires applicants to sign ultimtely when we get to
finalizing the right-of-way.

What's been marked mark as CG 23 is an

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME Il 10/21/2025 307

additional conditions set. |It's a separate schedul e that
wll go with the right-of-way agreenent. | wanted to

di rect your attention to sonme of the provisions in that,

and | think Ms. (disho just handed out paper copies, and
t hey shoul d al so be on your tablet.

And the other agreenent is a cooperation
agreenent between the applicants and the natural resource
conservation district for Apache County.

But et me give you a second to find CG 23
on your tablets and/or we have paper copies if you'd
rat her | ook at paper.

But | think your questions, Menber Kryder,
are good ones and they go to the concern over how the
construction will be carried out, what sort of
protections are in place for the ground and the soil,
what happens after the construction? How s the
construction prosecuted? Wat happens after construction
in ternms of renediation and restoration? And then what
al so happens at the end of the project life 30 years down
the road? And those conditions -- those requirenents are
covered here in Exhibit 23.

And so if -- M. Patton, if you have that
in front of you. You don't have it? One second. Let's
hel p.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HILL: 1've been on line siting for
al nrost three years, and no one has ever shared this. So,
first of all, I want to say thank you because this is a
| evel of detail that | didn't have.

| had a general understanding of what state
| and departnents obligated of folks, but I didn't -- so
thank you for sharing this. | appreciate the
transpar ency.

|'"d like to take a look at it. W my have
questions tonorrow, but | appreciate it.

MR. DERSTINE: Absolutely. And | was just
going to maybe touch on a -- direct your attention to a
couple provisions at a high level, and pl ease, nenbers of
the committee, reviewit, and we're happy to answer
qguestions further tonorrow.

But one of the sections, | believe it's --

CHW STAFFORD: Section 117

MR. DERSTINE: Well, Section 6 | wanted to
start with, "Cultural Resources Native Plants."” You have
a nunber of provisions that deal with ground disturbance
in areas not previously subject to cultural resource
surveys, addresses how that is to be handled in
coordination with this -- the State Land Departnent's
cul tural resources section.
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In addition, this section addresses prior
to any ground di sturbance at the request of
grantor/ grantee agrees to conduct and submt a plant
i nventory and pl ant sal vage pl an.

And then there's subsequent provisions
dealing with vegetation and preserving and rel ocating
plants if viable and feasible.

So a nunber of detailed provisions dealing
with cultural resources and pl ants.

And then the next section, Section 7, deals
Wi th construction and restoration. It starts out, "Prior
to any future construction or other ground-disturbing
activity, the Gantee shall submt to Gantor for
concurrence any applicabl e design construction plans,
engi neering infrastructure reports or studies,"
et cetera.

And there's a nunber of detail ed provisions
dealing with construction as well as restoration.

The right-of-way could be within or
adj acent to a soil area subject to corrosion. Gantee
shal | be responsi ble for design, construct, and operate
the infrastructure within the area in accordance with
engi neering standards. That would mtigate these
potenti al problens.

And I'm you know, just directing you naybe
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at a high level

And then Section 8 goes to the question
that Menber Fontes raised on the first day of our hearing
concerning the surety bond requirenents. That's
Section 8.3 of Exhibit 23. And it requires that, "Prior
to Commencenent of Construction, G antee shall secure or
ot herwi se post a bond froman issuer wth an AM Best
rating of not less than "A" in a formreasonably

acceptable to Grantor," et cetera.

And then it discusses the anount of the
bond and the escal ati on of the payout on the bond.

So --

CHW STAFFORD: And so that would -- just
to clarify quickly, that would -- so in case of the
i nsol vency of the applicant there will be sufficient
funds to renediate the site

MR. DERSTINE: That's the intent of the
bond, and then it wll be posted, and you have a third
party who has an AM Best rating of A who is standing
behind that financial obligation if for whatever reason
Repsol or these applicants failed to performits various
obligations at the end of the Iife of the project.

CHW STAFFORD: | just wanted to nake sure
that was clear to the nenbers. Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: Which also frankly is nore
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assurance that we have about renediation and reclamation
than on other projects that aren't on state |and in other
counties that don't obligate, so this is a pretty high
standard. The highest frankly.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. So this is what the
State Land Departnent requires.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: So if they were doing the
sane thing on private land, | think it would be up to the
negoti ati on between the private | andowner and the
applicant. And the private | andowner may not be in the
sane bargaining position as, say, the State Land
Depart nent woul d be.

So you nay not see these types of
conditions for |leases on -- or, | mean, you wouldn't see
it on ownership because if they owmn it in feet and they
don't -- there's not a bond requirenent for the | essor.
They may have sone kind of bond requirenent by their
I nvestors, but it's not going to be by the | essor.

But if they -- if it's a private | ease,
then nmy understanding is that you don't quite see this
| evel of security in private | eases for land -- |eases
for private | and as opposed to state trust | and.

MR, DERSTINE: That's right. And I think
all the provisions that | just touched on briefly
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concerning restoration, dealing wth cultural resources,
pl ant resources, et cetera, those may not be rel evant to,
say, a solar devel opnent on private |and, but they may.

And but certainly as to state | and, you
know, the State Land Departnent has taken the tinme and
requires that we agree to all these various obligations
that are set forth in Exhibit 23, and we won't get our
ri ght-of-way wi thout agreeing to these obligations. And
we won't get our right-of-way w thout posting the surety
bond that's required in Section 8.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Derstine.

M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HILL: | still think that at sone
poi nt we need to discuss having an orientation manual for
this commttee, and this should be part of that manual.
|"ve picked up a lot of things on the fly over the |ast
few years, but | do think there are a set of materials
that we should be developing, and if you need help with
that, |'m vol unteering.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

M. Patton, can you describe to ne what
paragraph 19 in that agreenent says?

MR, PATTON. One nonent pl ease.
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MEMBER FANT: Sure. Take your tine.

MEMBER KRYDER: Wi ch one?

MEMBER FANT: Paragraph 19.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR, PATTON: M. Fant, would you like nme to
summari ze --

CHW STAFFORD: Can you get a little closer
to your m crophone, please.

MR. DERSTINE: | think his mc is not on.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Test.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Di G cci o.

MR, DERSTINE: And just for the record, so
we printed this as the kind of a standard form and I
know that it's what's here in blue shows that this nay be
a nodification to the standard formto address and deal
with the -- a multiphase project, but I'lIl |et you speak
to that, M. Patton

MR, PATTON. Yes, sir. I'mjust getting
famliar wth this | anguage.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Fontes, we see you.

Once M. Patton answers the question posed to him you'l

be next.
And, M. Fant, what was it --
MR, DERSTINE: And, M. Patton, | wll
counsel you you are not a lawer. | don't think M. Fant
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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I's asking you for your |egal opinion on what that neans,
but what is the -- do you have an understandi ng of the
pur pose of paragraph 19, which is headed "Ml tipl e Phases
of Subject Land.™

MR, PATTON: Again, | would -- I'"'ma slow
reader, so apologies. M sense would be that this
par agraph stipulates that if we wanted to engage in
phasi ng or increasing the nunber of wind facilities, we
woul d have certain notice periods to request to ASLD

before that could be granted.

CHW STAFFORD: |I'mthinking it |ooks to ne
that it nmeans you can build this thing -- you don't have
to put all the things in at once. You can put -- say,

your plan is to put in a total of 200 turbines you can
put 50 in and cone back and put another 50 in and so
forth as long as you provide the adequate required notice
and get the additional rights-of-way fromthe State Land
Departnent. That's ny two cents on it.

Is that nore or |less accurate or am| way
of f?

MR, DERSTINE: That's -- this is my first
readi ng of that paragraph as well. But given that the

applicants are seeking to construct the wind project in

two phases, | assune this paragraph was inserted to
address how that will be done and how it's covered under
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the terns of the right-of-way and the | ease.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

So essentially what we see on the paper
here is the full project? It's not -- there's not going
to be an extension beyond the current boundaries of the
project or intensification of nunber of w nd turbines
that would be placed in that gray area?

MR. PATTON: No, sir.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

And |'ve been asked to rem nd you to speak
nore slowy. The reporter has been having -- | think the
last tinme you were cutting out sonme. | think it's nore
that than anything else. Your connection may have been
| ost. So pl ease proceed.

MR. DERSTINE: We're not hearing you,
Menber Fontes.

CHW STAFFORD: We have no audio from you
Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Can you hear me now?

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: Wth respect to -- on the
bi ol ogi cal resource did the biol ogical resource studies
account for the cunulative inpacts of the wind at that
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set paragraph 19 with howit wll inpact the gen-tie
towers? That's one question | want to follow up
t onorr ow.
The ot her question | had is a
clarification, M. Derstine, and that has to do with
assignnment. | appreciate that this ADSL right-of-way has

the insurance indemification and the surety bond, but we
are still -- have representations fromthis devel oper
that they may project finance this, and they haven't
stated where that gen-tie's going to go. It could go
under the solar storage project or it could go under the
wi nd farm

It wll be useful for these proceedings if
we have a little bit nore clarity on that because you can
have all of the surety that you want, but right at
assignment is what we need certainty on this to get to
t he essence of the CEC.

Thank you, M. Chair.

MR. DERSTINE: | guess |I'm-- yeah, Menber
Fontes, if | can respond briefly to that because |I'ma
bit curious because the obligation is to have a surety, a
third-party, AMrated-based surety in place that secures
and obligates itself to pay for the restoration of the
corridor that's granted by ASLD. Regardl ess of whether
it's the applicant or how they finance this project that
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surety remains in place, and State Land can draw on that.
And it doesn't depend on the project finance nechani sm

CHWN STAFFORD: And it would apply to the
entire -- the entire wind project, the solar plus
storage, and the transm ssion |ine because it's -- all
the facilities there are |ocated on state trust |and;
correct?

MR. DERSTINE: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: That's hel pful.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Anot her question on biol ogical resources
probably for the Casteels. One of the prior speakers,
M. Kerr, tal ked about this area being a wintering ground
for Big Lake antel ope herds.

What do you think about what he said?

MS. CASTEEL: The use of the area by
pronghorn is sonething that we evaluated. There's other
| arge gane species, el k and bi ghorn sheep, that use the
area as wel | .

| do address that in ny testinony. There
is sonme mtigation that we are proposing to account for
t hat use.

CHW STAFFORD: And we are at al nost
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five o' clock

M. Derstine, | think this is wapped up
what we're going to get to today about the foll ow up
guesti ons.

W're going to cone back at nine a.m |
know we had tal ked about starting with the
I nterconnection stuff at nine, but | understand that
Menmber Fontes may not be online until 9:30. And it's
very inportant he wants to be here to hear all that
testi nony and he has questions to ask.

So nmy thought is we should recess for the
evening to cone back at nine. And would you want to
start with the -- we don't want to wait around from ni ne
to 9:30. But |I'msaying what --

MR. DERSTINE: We could start with our
public testinmony from M. Casteel on public outreach and
our statutory notice.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. That's good. Let's
get that out of the way, and then we'll nove to the
I nterconnection issues. And then the nenbers will be
able to ask the questions they have then.

Yes, Menmber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | didn't raise ny hand.
just give himthe look. It's I|iKke.

| just want to nmake sure that we nake a
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little bit of tinme. | have several questions fromthe
publ i ¢ comrent process.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.

MEMBER HI LL: And all of this has been a
little iterative with the trip and everything, so | just
want to make sure that we're finding tinme for ne or -- ne
to ask the questions or the applicant to present or
respond to those questions at sone point.

So however you want to | ook at that | just
don't want to | ose track of that.

MR. DERSTINE: |'m happy to start the day
off with that if you'd I|iKke.

MEMBER HI LL: \Whatever the Chair wants to
do.

CHW STAFFORD: | would prefer to start
with let's get the notice requirenents established.

MR. DERSTI NE: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: And then nove on to the
I nterconnection. And then | think we still have an
envi ronmental studies to cover, and then we have -- sone
of that | think -- sone of the concerns brought up in the

public comment and the |linmted appearance statenents go
to those factors.

So | think -- and ny thought is that as the
applicant presents its direct case, it would behoove it
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to incorporate sone responses to what's been alleged in
the limted appearance statenents and respond to those.
And bear in mnd some of what the -- what's in there when
it comes to addressing mtigating factors.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. | guess the -- |
would only note that the |imted appearances are
extensive. |I'mnot going to take the tinme to respond
point by point, exhibit by exhibit. But we will address
| think what we think are the inportant issues.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | guess whatever issues
that the nmenbers directly call out.

MR, DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think that's the best

way to approach it. And I think that -- and, of course,
after -- once the applicants conclude its direct, and
there's usually a clean-up period where they -- all the

menbers can just let |oose on all the questions they have
and go through anything that they feel needs to be
addressed before they prepare to address the certificate
itsel f.

Menmber Kryder, you | ook |Iike you' re about
to say sonet hing.

MEMBER KRYDER: One quick coment to
M. Derstine.

| really appreciate this. It was a
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stimulating trip we had this norning, and | was afraid |
couldn't get to sleep tonight, and now | know I can.

MR. DERSTINE: Well, we weren't able to
address Exhibit 24. We'|ll do that tonorrow, but those
two kind of go hand in hand.

MEMBER KRYDER: Very seriously, though,
thank you. This is -- this is really what | felt was
needed, and it covered a whole | ot of the questions that
|'ve been trying to probe your coll eagues here.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you very nuch.

Wth that, we wll recess until nine a.m
t onorr ow.
(Proceedi ngs concluded at 5:03 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, October 28, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)( =~ T

e s

GLENNI E REPCORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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