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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at Pinetop, Arizona, comencing at 1:01 p.m

on Cctober 20, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnment of Water Resources
(via videoconference)
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests
SAL DICICCI O Incorporated Cities and Towns
ROVAN FONTES, Counties
(via videoconference)
DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public
GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Matt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

CHW STAFFORD:. Let's go on the record.

Now is the tinme set for the hearing on the
application of CG Apache County Wnd, LLC, and CG Apache
County Solar, LLC, for a certificate of environnental
conpatibility, Docket No. L-21364A-25-0198-00250 and
Docket No. 21365A-25-0198-00250, for Line Siting Case

250.
Let's take roll call of the nenbers.
Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Here.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.
MEMBER MERCER:  Present.
CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Present.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Here.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.
MEMBER HI LL: Present.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Drago.
MEMBER DRAGO. Present.
CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Ciccio.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Here.
CHW STAFFORD: And online | see Menber
French.
MEMBER FRENCH: Here.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

CHW STAFFORD: And Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Here.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. | would
adnmoni sh the parties and the public that the ex parte
rule is in effect and that you are not to conmunicate
with the nenbers of the commttee about the nerits of the
application while it is pending.

Let's take appearances of the parties.

M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: Good afternoon,

M. Chairman, nenbers of the committee. WMatt Derstine,
appearing on behalf of the applicants.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. There have been
no notices of intent to be a party filed in this matter.
We have, however, received five limted appearance
st at ement s.

Appear ance statenents -- linmted appearance
st atement have been received fromthe Town of Eagar,

Li nda Wil and, Karen d ennon, M chael Anable and Mbnica
Boehni ng.

Those been marked as Exhibits KG 1, LW1,
MA-1, MB-1, and TE-1.

M. Derstine, would you |like to nake an
openi ng statenent?

MR. DERSTINE: Yes. Thank you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Let me start by saying thank you. | know
for the nenbers who are here in the hearing room whether
you drove up from Phoenix in the valley or drove up from
Tucson or Geen Valley, we appreciate you making that
drive and certainly is beautiful up here, but it takes a
commtnent of tinme and we greatly appreciate your
w | lingness to appear for the Lava Run | nterconnection
Proj ect application hearing.

And for those nenbers who are appearing
virtually, we al so appreciate you attendi ng and bei ng
her e.

One of the first questions | had about this
project was why is it called the Lava Run Interconnection
Project. So let me answer that question if you had the
same as | did.

The Lava Run | nterconnection Project nane
refers to the Springerville Volcanic Field. When you
have a | arge nunber of vol canos together clustered in an
area, they call that a volcanic field.

The Springerville volcanic field is |ocated
bet ween Show Low and Springerville, as you can see on the
map here on the -- or naybe see on the map here on the
right screen here in the hearing room It covers 12,000
square mn |l es.

It's an extrenely large area. |t covers

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 10

essentially that whol e area between Show Low and
Springerville, and the | and ownership of the
Springerville volcanic field is a mx of state |and, |and
that's managed by the Bureau of Land Managenent, and
private |and ownershi p.

The interconnection project crosses a
portion of the Springerville volcanic field. On the
screen, right screen here in the hearing roomyou can see
two photos of the nounds off in the distance, which are
ol der vol canos. And then what the -- what the | andscape
| ooks |i ke today as you m ght travel along US 60 or any
of the uninproved or dirt roads that are used for --
| argely for the grazing | essees who nanage or run cattle
I n those areas.

There are other volcanic fields in northern
Arizona. One of the other notable fields is the San
Franci sco volcanic field closer to Flagstaff.

So that's the nane. So what's the project?

The Lava Run Interconnection Project is a
new 345kV generation tie line. It extends approximtely
27 mles. The line will connect the Lava Run W nd
project here on the western side of the map you' re seeing
here on the right screen in the hearing room

And then it extends through the two wi nd
proj ect substations, continues on to the east where it

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

w |l connect with the two project substations for the
solar project, and then interconnect at the Springerville
Substation which is adjacent to the Springerville
Generating Station.

The gen-tie line, the interconnection
project will be single circuit for the vast majority of
the line, approximately 26 mles until it reaches the
solar project where it wll add a second 345kV circuit
that will carry the output, the energy fromthe sol ar
proj ect.

The line is going to be constructed al npost
exclusively on state trust |land. Except for then, |
guess -- well, I think exclusively on state trust |and.
The solar project sits on a portion of private | and at
the end of the line, but as | understand it, and our
wi tnesses will correct ne if I've got it wong, that the
gen-tie line is al nost exclusively on state trust |and.

As you saw from the photos of the
Springerville volcanic field, the project is being sited
on rural, largely vacant land that's used for grazing.
Wthin the project area as shown on the right screen
here, there are eight |essees that hold nine grazing
| eases with ASLD

And the applicants have been coordinating
wth those grazing | essees and are negotiati ng agreenents

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 12

to ensure that their grazing operations are not inpacted
by the project.

| mportantly, the closest residence to the
gen-tie, to the Lava Run Interconnection Project, is
about 1.8 mles away. And that's one private |and
holding that sits generally in this area. It wll cone
t hrough on other maps. And then they -- the other
resi dences are going to be approximately four m | es away
fromour -- our transm ssion |line.

In terns of the environnmental studies that
were perfornmed that Ms. Casteel is going to testify to,
the inpacts to ESA-listed species and ot her speci al
status plants and animals will be mnor and will be
m nimzed by the use of mtigation neasures. And we'l]l
cover those mitigation measures in the testinony. There
is no designated or proposed critical habitats or
Wi | derness areas within the study area for our project.

So that's the project. | was hesitant to
tal k about your -- the framework for your analysis
because | think you know the statute better than | do.

At the sane tinme, maybe for the benefit of
the public and others, 1'Il sinply note that this
commttee's jurisdiction is to analyze the transm ssion
line that we're presenting to you in our CEC application
under the various factors that are identified in

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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ARS 40-360.06. You know those factors, you cover themin
every hearing that you -- you're sitting and consi dering
a CEC application. | don't need to go through them here.

And these are the sane factors that this
comrittee has used to and applied to every CEC
appl i cation.

The | anguage of the statute hasn't changed
wth regard to the 06 factors. And the anal ysis doesn't
change based on what's at the end of the line. And
whether it's a natural gas generating plant, whether it's
a nucl ear plant, whether it's a wind project or a solar
project, your analysis with regard to the transm ssi on
line application that's before you is the sane.

Public comment is a critical and inportant
part of every case. It's an inportant part of this case
and we've received a lot of it.

|"'m sure the nenbers of the commttee have
seen the -- sone of the witten public coment that's
been filed, and | anticipate that this evening we'll hear
a fair anmount of public comment here in the room and/ or
fromfol ks who are going to appear virtually.

But | think what's inportant to, maybe for
the public to understand -- | know this committee
understands -- is that this proceeding is not a
referendum on w nd energy, on the Lava Run Wnd project,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

this proceeding is for this conmttee to hear the
testinony, to hear the evidence on the various aspects,
the resources that have been studied, the nature of the
project, and then to nmake a determ nati on on our
appl i cation.

And at the end of the day or at the end of
this hearing, | don't think we're going to get through it
today, but at the end of this hearing we'll ask that you
grant us a CEC based on the record, the testinony, and
t he evi dence.

So thank you again for being here, for
attending this hearing, and we | ook forward to presenting
our case to you

CHW STAFFORD:. Thank you, M. Derstine.

Now, | understand you intend to present
your W tnesses as a panel.

MR. DERSTINE: Yes, M. Chairman. W have
four witnesses who are here in the hearing room There
w il be an additional witness who will appear virtually,
that's Ms. Turner.

We'll -- I'"ll make arrangenments with you in
terms with you in ternms of coordinating the timng of her
testinmony. M. Turner's testinmony will focus on the
transm ssion studies that were perfornmed for this
project, and address the letter that came from

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Cor poration Comm ssion Staff.

So we're looking to, | think, depending on
her schedul e and your schedule, call her either tonorrow
afternoon -- probably tonorrow afternoon we'll try to fit
her in.

But for today, we have the four w tnesses
who are in the hearing room and happy to have you. Do
you want ne to call them and then you'll swear themin?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, indeed. Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: All right. W'IlIl call our
Wi tness panel. Qur first witness is going to be
M. Derek RRreman. M. Rieman has been correcting ne in
my pronunciation of his last nane. And it's inportant to
understand that it's the German pronunciation and not the
but chered pronunciation that |'ve used several tines.

So it's Derek RRreman. M. Trey Patton.

And then on behalf -- our environmental w tnesses are
M. Jereny Casteel and Ms. Victoria Casteel.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Well, 1'1ll
start on the end, and Ms. Casteel, do you prefer an oath
or affirmation?

M5. CASTEEL: Affirmation.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony
you Wil give in this matter wll be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, taking into

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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consideration the penalties for perjury in the State of

Ari zona?

MS. CASTEEL: | do.

CHWN STAFFORD:. M. Casteel.

VR. CASTEEL: Affirmation.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony
you Wil give in this matter wll be the truth, the whole

truth, and nothing but the truth, taking into
consi deration the penalty for perjury in the State of
Ari zona?

MR, CASTEEL: | do.

CHW STAFFORD: M. R eman, oath or
affirmation?

MR. RIEMAN:  Affirmation.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony
you will give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, taking into
consideration the penalty for perjury in the State of
Ari zona?

MR. RIEMAN: Yes, | do.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Patton, oath or
affirmation?

MR, PATTON: Qat h.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you swear the testinony
you Wil give in this matter wll be the truth, the whole

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
MR, PATTON: So help ne God, yes.
CHWN STAFFORD: M. Derstine, please

pr oceed.

MR. DERSTINE: | think the way that our
deck is assenbled here, we'll switch over to the hearing
roomslides. There we go. | think, M. Patton, your

i ntroduction slides cone up first, so let's start with

you.

VI CTORI A CASTEEL, JEREMY CASTEEL, TREY PATTON,
and DEREK RI EMAN,

call ed as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of the

appl i cants, having been affirnmed or sworn by the Chairman

to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q State your nane and your busi ness address for
the record, please.

A (M. Patton) M nane is Aubrey Patton, I11.
go commonly by Trey. M business address is 1221
McKi nney Street, Houston, Texas.

Q Take a couple mnutes to introduce yourself to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 18

the commttee, a little bit on your background and your
experi ence and what brings you here.

A (M. Patton) Happy to do so. So nmy current
role is as | ead project manager for Repsol Renewabl es
North America. M background is nine years of experience
in renewabl e energy devel opnent.

| touch on the projects frominception all the
way through md stage and |late stage and ultinmately into
construction. | also support MSA financial activities
and construction efforts across the industry.
And prior to that | have six years in the mning
I ndustry, starting on as a fabricator, welder and
draftsman and project nmanager. Today | am here to
testify in ny capacity as the | ead project manager for
t he applicants CG Apache County Wnd, LLC, and CG Apache
County Sol ar, LLC.
CHW STAFFORD: M. Derstine, the w tness
presentation slides, those are marked as Exhibit CG 7,
correct?
MR. DERSTINE: That's correct.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Patton, while | have you, and before
forget it, which | amprone to do, |let nme have you speak
to the application that's presented to the committee
that's marked as Applicants' Exhibit 1.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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As the | ead project nmanager you were involved
w th and oversaw the preparation of the CEC application
which is Applicants' Exhibit 1; is that right?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q Have you had an opportunity to review the CEC
application, Applicants' Exhibit 17

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q Do you have any corrections or changes or
clarifications to the application that you' d like to
state for the record today?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir, | do. | would like to

note that in the application it states that the

i nterconnection project will be approximately 29 mles in

| engt h.
We'd like to correct that as stated in the

openi ng statenent that the | ength has been revised down

to approximately 27 miles in length. 1t also denotes
here that it will be a single circuit gen-tie line as
denoted and as we'll unpackage in the project overviewin

the route description, the line is predom nantly single
circuit. It does turn into a double-circuit line closer
to the term nation point.

Q Okay. And you'll cover that in your testinony
when you describe the overall project; correct?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.
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Q Anyt hi ng el se that you want to note for the
record concerning clarifications or nodifications to the
application?

A (M. Patton) No, sir.

Q Okay. Al right. M. R emn, let's go through
your background and history and experience. Let's start
by stating your nanme for the record and your business
addr ess, pl ease.

A (M. Reman) M nane is Derek R eman, and ny
office is located at 1221 MKinney Street, Suite 1900,
Houst on, Texas 77010.

Q Ckay. Yeah, using your slide and whatever you
would like to say, give the conmttee an understandi ng of
who you are, your experience and your background, please.

A (M. R eman) Yes, | amthe chief devel opnment
of fi cer of Repsol Renewables North Anerica, where | am
responsi bl e for overseeing the devel opnment of our utility
scale w nd, solar, solar plus battery storage, and
battery storage portfolio, which exceeds 15 gi gawatts of
which 2.5 gigawatts are | ocated here in Arizona.

My responsibilities include greenfield
prospecti ng and devel opnment, negotiating and eval uati ng
devel opnent agreenents, negotiating comrercial offtake
agreenents, and providi ng general guidance and oversi ght
over our devel opnent activities in markets across the
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United States.

| have 16 years of experience in devel opi ng and
constructing utility-scale renewable energy projects al
across the country.

And |'m here representing the applicants CG
Apache County Solar, LLC, and CG Apache County Sol ar,
LLC

Q Ckay. | think sone of the testinony that you
have planned will provide a little nore background on
CG Apache County Wnd and Solar, the two LLCs, as well as
Repsol Renewabl es North Anerica; right?

A (M. Reman) That is correct, yes.

Q Ckay. | think the next slides we have are the
I ntroduction slides for Ms. Turner, that's the w tness |
indicated will be testifying virtually when we schedul e
her hopefully tonorrow afternoon, so we'll skip her
slides for now.

And that brings us to you, M. Casteel. State
your nanme and your business address for the record,
pl ease?

A (M. Casteel) Good afternoon. M nane is
Jereny Casteel. M business address is 20 East Thomas
Road, Suite 1700, Phoenix, Arizona 85012.

Q And take a few m nutes, introduce yourself to
the commttee, tell us about your background and your
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experi ence.

A (M. Casteel) I'ma |ead environnental planner
and project manager for SWCA. |'m a nmanager of the CEC
appl i cation and oversaw the preparation of the exhibits
as well as the public outreach efforts.

| have 21 years of environnmental planning
experience in Arizona and that experience is related to
transportation, transm ssion, renewabl es and water
i nfrastructure.

Q Do you want to take a mnute, and you nentioned
that you work for SWCA Environnmental Consultants. Take a
m nute to tal k about SWCA, what it does, its role for
this project.

A (M. Casteel) Yes. SWCA is a nationa
envi ronnental consulting firm based out of Phoeni X,
Arizona. Natural and cultural resources managenent,
regul atory conpliance and other services within Arizona
and nati onw de.

Q And SWCA was engaged by applicants to perform
various environnental studies and public outreach and
ot her things that were in support of the CEC application;
is that right?

A (M. Casteel) Correct. Yeah, the applicants
retained SWCA to prepare the CEC application, the
envi ronnental studies that support the application, and
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assist wth the public involvenent and public outreach.
Q Ckay. Thank you
Ms. Casteel, | guess your nane and busi ness
addr ess, pl ease?

A (Ms. Casteel) M nane is Victoria Casteel. W
busi ness address is 20 East Thomas Road, Suite 1700,
Phoeni x, Arizona 85012.

Q And | guess at the risk of stating the obvious,
you're in sone way related to the other Casteel on the
Wi t ness panel; right?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes, we've been together and
wor ki ng together for 16 years, nmarried for 12.

Q Great. Congratul ations.

Well, tell us, tell the commttee a bit about
yoursel f and your experience and what role you have
pl ayed and what you'll cover in your testinony.

A (Ms. Casteel) | amthe natural resources
director for Arizona for SWCA Environnmental Consultants.
My role on the project is to support Jereny and our team
of natural resource and cultural resources specialists in
preparation of the CEC and the process in general.

| have 19 years of experience in environnental
and planning and permtting including projects in the
renewabl e energy, transm ssion, and infrastructure fields
anong ot her industries. And | have testified previously
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I n case nunbers 209 and 240.

Q Ckay. Thank you

Wth those introductions of our four panel

Wi tnesses, M. Rienman, let's cone back to you to give the
commttee an overview of the applicants and Repso
Renewabl es North America, please?

A (M. R eman) Thank you. Yes, the applicants,
CG Apache County Wnd, LLC, and CG Apache County Sol ar,
LLC

MEMBER KRYDER: A bit closer to your mc,
pl ease.

MR RIEMAN. Certainly. The applicants,
CG Apache County Wnd, LLC, and CG Apache County Sol ar,
LLC, are affiliates of Repsol Renewables North America,
and are -- which is the indirect parent of these
entities.

Repsol Renewabl es North Anerica acquired
the 100 percent equity interest of ConnectCGen, LLC, in
March of 2024 which included the entire portfolio of w nd
and solar and battery storage projects with that
or gani zati on.

As such, Repsol Renewabl es North Anerica
has been devel opi ng and worki ng on the Lava Run wi nd and
solar projects since that tine.

MR, DERSTINE: Just pull that close to you
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so you don't have to reach for it.

MEMBER KRYDER: Very nmuch appreciate it.

MR. DERSTINE: There you go. O course.

MR. RIEMAN: Repsol Renewabl es North
Anerica is headquartered in Houston, Texas, and it has
155 enpl oyees that are supporting the devel opnent,
construction, and operations of our renewabl e energy
proj ect portfolio.

We identify, develop, and build these
projects all across the United States. W currently have
1400 nmegawatts of operating solar projects in New Mexico
and Texas. W are currently constructing 1200 negawatts
of solar and storage projects in Texas, and we are
devel oping a portfolio of projects as indicated on the
sl ide before you across the entire country.

Repsol Renewabl es North Anerica is part of
a gl obal energy conpany with a strong presence in the
United States.

As you can see on the slide, we have
hi ghlighted a variety of projects in various
jurisdictions across the United States. W have a
consi der abl e anbunt of experience in greenfield
identification of renewabl e energy projects, devel oping
them t hrough the site acquisition process, permtting
process, interconnection studies, and bringing those
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projects to construction and into its operations.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Thank you for that. | guess with that
background on the applicants and Repsol Renewabl es North
America, let's turn to you, M. Patton, to talk a little
bit about the wnd and the solar projects that are being
devel oped.

| took tinme to note that the wind and the sol ar
projects are not projects that are before the conmttee.
This committee doesn't have jurisdiction to approve,
di sapprove those projects, but at the sanme tine it's
i nportant that the conmttee understand that what's being
devel oped at the end of the line, which is the starting
point and the end point for the interconnection project.
So take us through those at a high |level, the
wi nd and sol ar project, if you wll, M. Patton.

A (M. Patton) Certainly. So as you alluded to,
the end of the gen-tie facility, we have the w nd
facility which is known as the Lava Run Wnd Project.

That is a standalone wind facility that is sited
across roughly 44,500 acres of publicly owned | and t hat
is adm ni stered by the Arizona State Land Departnent.

Qur final infrastructure footprint will be
consol i dated down to roughly 500 acres. The nanepl ate
capacity of that project would be up to 500 negawatts.
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We are currently targeting a comencenent of construction
date in 2027 and our targeted commerci al operations date
is late 2028.
Moving to the solar facility, this is a
standal one solar facility that is sited on approxi mately
3760 acres, also again predom nantly publicly owned | and.
There is a private | andowner participating in that
pr oj ect.
The nanepl ate capacity for that project is up to

450 negawatts. It is paired with a battery energy
storage system al so known as BESS, that is up to
450 negawatts. And these projects are slated for the
same time line as Lava Run Wnd, so Lava Run Sol ar woul d
commence construction in 2027 and woul d begin
operations -- commercial operations in |ate 2028.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: One quick question. In
| ooking at the map here and in the application, | think
it's under exhibit whatever, here, 1'll get it.

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing Exhibit 7 is the
slide deck and the map they're |looking at is Slide 22.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. \What | -- ny
guestion was toward the relative sizes on the nap.
know the solar and the wind fields are not our
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jurisdiction, but I was confused.

The wind portion seens to be nuch | arger
than the solar portion, and yet by the other slide it
says that the solar portion is 3700-plus acres and the
other is 500.. Am| reading the map wong? O what's
goi ng on? Can you help nme on that?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. | absolutely can.
So | want to clarify that the boundary that you see here,
I"mgoing to use this pointer. Hopefully it works for
me.

MEMBER KRYDER: Into your mcrophone. Just
slipit over close to your nouth.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MR. PATTON: So you can see here this gray
boundary, this is the 44,550 acres that | was
referencing. This is the state boundary of all of the --
or this is the boundary of all the state-owned | and that
you can see.

So our wind footprint is within this
boundary.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. It's within. That
is not the boundary itself.

MR, PATTON: No, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | m sread the map,
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then. Thank you very nuch for the clarification. So
over on the east end of the corridor, then, would be
your, what, 500 acres of wind facility. |Is that -- no?
Oh, |1've got that backwards. Help ne out.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. So what you see
here on the east, this is our solar facility.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR. PATTON: So this is our perineter of
3760 acres.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you so nuch.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

THE W TNESS: Yes, Menber D G ccio.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Thank you. More al ong
the lines of timng, because you nentioned solar is going
to come on on 2027. \When do you plan to install the
transm ssion |ines?

MR, PATTON: That's a great question. So
we woul d conmence the construction of the gen-tie in
2027.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  So it would be done
first?

MR. PATTON: | n sequence.

MEMBER DI CICCI O  Ckay. In sequence. And
t hen what about the w nd.

MR. PATTON: The wind woul d al so be

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 30

conmenci ng in 2027.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. So what if you're
required to put in the transmssion lines in first before
you do any of the other parts of the project?

MR, PATTON: Well, that is an interesting
guestion. It wouldn't be standard operating procedure
from a sequenci ng standpoi nt, because we want to ideally
start with your lay down facilities and your substation,
your interconnection infrastructures or wind facilities
and begin to start seeking that way.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O The bi ggest controversy
iIs going to deal with the wnd part, and I don't m nd
addressing it head on.

MEMBER KRYDER: | can't hear you, Sal.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Oh, I'msorry. That's
right. | need to -- sorry about that. So the biggest
part of this is the controversial part, which is the w nd
part of it, and whether we're supposed to look at it or
not, it's there, it's the elephant in the room so | wll
ask questions about that.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  And | do represent the
cities and towns. That's ny role here.

So fromny end, because of the financing
and all that has been pretty nuch dried up on the w nd
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side of it, what -- do you have your financing in place?
Is it all ready to go? Do you have all the financial
capability to do this?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir. To speak about our
platform we are bal ance sheet financing these projects,
whi ch neans that we do not have to raise capital, so
ot her devel opers are typically snaller operations that do
not have operating assets. W are part of a broader
i ndustrial group, a multi-national, mnulti-energy group.

And so for us, our only financial threshold
is we have to neet to green |ight our projects, our
internal, and presenting the certain KPls of the project
to our | eadership and our executive board, and fromthere
we, like | said, we balance sheet finance these projects.

There's either bal ance sheet financing or
debt financing. And you see predomnantly in this space
debt financing of these projects.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O And then one | ast
guestion, too, a lot of state land is checkerboarded,

i ke you see up in the northern part of there, this is

all contiguous property, then, bel ow where you're right

Now.
MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.
MEMBER DICICCI O It's checkerboarded as
wel | .
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MR, PATTON. It's all contiguous, if you
can see here on this map, all of these |layers that you
see in the light blue, these are all state-owned | ands.
These white pieces are private |and parcels.

MEMBER DI CICCI O Right.

MR. PATTON: And so these carve-outs here
are private |and pieces that | can speak to later in ny
testinony. But everything that you see in this gray
threshol d here is contiguous state-owned | and.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Okay. Thank you.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So the map

you're referring to is the one on Slide 22 of Applicants’

Exhibit 7.

One quick question | had about this while

we're on it is there's the wind facility and then there's

the solar facility with the storage system |Is that
st orage system capabl e of being charged from both the
solar and the wi nd projects?

MR. PATTON: Just the solar.

CHWN STAFFORD: Just the sol ar.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: So the wind, you can't
charge the batteries with the w nd, then.

MR, PATTON: No, sir.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

32



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then | see
Menber Fontes has had his hand raised for a mnute, and
then after himIl think Menber H Il has a question.
Menmber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Li ke to ask applicant what's the status of offtake for
the w nd and sol ar and storage.

MR, PATTON. Ongoi ng.

MEMBER FONTES: So you have no offtake?

MR. PATTON: Part of our process is we get

t hrough the interconnection studi es phase, which we have.

We have signed interconnection agreenents with the

regional grid operator. | believe Ms. Turner can speak

to that in her testinony as well to greater detail. And

part of our offtake is to engage in what's called an RFP,

a request for proposal, with the regional grid operator,
and they are indicating to opening up that process in
2026. First quarter, ideally the first half of 2026.

And that is --
MEMBER FONTES: Can you be nore specific

than regional grid operator? Are you chasing an RFP with

CAlI SO or SPP?
MR. PATTON: No, sir, it would be with

Tucson El ectric Power.

MEMBER FONTES: They're not a regional grid
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operator. They are a utility, an IDU in Arizona, to be
pr eci se.

| s your construction or corporate decision
to nmove forward with the investnment contingent upon
of ftake contracts?

MR, PATTON. Cenerally speaking, yes.

MEMBER FONTES: So how does that |ine up
wth the 2027 dates that you represented with awards on
RFPs for solar and storage and w nd?

MR, PATTON: So we go through severa
di fferent thresholds for what we call our final
I nvest ment deci sion, which commences the construction of
our project.

The offtake is certainly a key conponent of
that. And so our timng is we enter into an RFP, we
secure a PPA, we also work to secure our contractors, our
materials, our equipnment. And fromthere that gets us to
a notice to proceed.

MEMBER FONTES: Understood. But to go back
to Menber DiGccio's question so that | can provide
addi ti onal context and understand nyself, if you don't
wi n an RFP before 2027, would Repsol continue to proceed
to NTP for construction?

MR PATTON: | can't speculate on that as
I"mnot in a position to nake strategi c decisions to that
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end.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. Fair enough. Wth
respect to the solar and storage, is that contingent upon
a tax credit and the sane thing as wind to make those
vi abl e for an investnent decision for the PPA award?

MR PATTON: | would refer to ny previous
comment that | don't sit on the strategic --

MR, DERSTINE: M. Patton can -- maybe
those are questions that --

MEMBER FONTES: Well, M. Derstine, if |
may, what I'mtrying to do is get the certainty on that
2027 date back to Menber Di Ciccio' s original question.

W're not trying to -- we're not | ooking at
a gotcha here. W're |looking at what is realistic in
terms of timng on where you're at. | ama forner
devel oper. | appl aud the enthusi asm about chasi ng PPAs
and awards, but help us help you in that that may not
happen, PTCs may not happen. | TGCs.

You want to preserve this project, you want
to nove forward with it, but we need a little bit of
transparency in that uncertainty, or what I will call the
wor st case in the financial nodel, so that we can help
you when we get to the issues that we need to | ook at on
345kVs offtake timng.

| think Menber Di Ciccio asked a really good
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question. So |I'd ask if you could think about that and

cone back to this further in the testinony, it would be

hel pful to get a little nore thoughtful answer on that.
CHW STAFFORD: | thought M. R eman was

about to be able to answer the begi nning of your

guesti on.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. Go for it.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Ri eman.

MR. RIEMAN: Thank you, Chairman. The
project has -- with respect to your question regarding

tax qualification and expiring PTCs and I TCs or
production tax credits and investnent tax credits, the
proj ect has secured tax, start of construction through
of f-site physical construction, so the projects have
secured nmain power transforners, which is a docunented
strategy that's supported by I RS guidance that all ows us
a four-year tinme frame by which the project started
construction in order to install the projects and secure
those tax credits.

MEMBER FONTES: So is that on the wind and
the solar and storage that you have safe harbor?

MR. RIEMAN: W nd and sol ar.

MEMBER FONTES: Wnd and solar. Anything
on the storage we should know about on that?

MR. RIEMAN: No, not at this tine.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman, one poi nt
of order, if |I may?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: For those of us who m ght
know what the acronyns nean, appreciate it if you would
at least for the record state it the first tinme what
you' re saying. For instance, PPA stands for?

CHW STAFFORD: Power purchase agreenent or
pur chased power agreenent.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Perfect. As |long as we
can get on the record what those acronyns are, then we go
back to short course after that.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Appreciate it.

MEMBER FONTES: Hey, Menber Constock, thank
you for the remnder. | tend to get wonky, and I
appreci ate you pointing that out.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: No probl em

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Followup to M. Fontes,
but | thought he had great questions. |If you're not
| ooki ng for these PPAs, what you would call them until
2027, why are you here today? | nean, generally the ones
|'ve seen, everybody's secured all this in place way
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before comng to the neeting here.

MR. RIEMAN. We have been actively
mar keti ng the power fromboth the wind and the sol ar
project with TEP and ot her comrercial and industri al
users of electricity.

And so that could be very |l arge
corporations or hyperscalers that have corporate goals to
procure a certain percentage of their electricity from
renewabl e energy projects.

And as we have seen in the press, the
advancenent of artificial intelligence and data centers
Is creating a trenmendous anount of demand for renewabl e
energy sources, and so we as Repsol Renewabl es North
Anmeri ca have established rel ationships with these
entities and so we have had ongoi ng di scussions with them
about buying the energy generating fromthose projects.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, | have a
foll owup, one last followup if |I may.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Yes, Menber
Font es.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Rieman, | would
appreci ate knowi ng the transaction structure on this. |
know it's Repsol North America SA, a subsidiary of Spain,
but then you're going to have two project conpanies that
| believe | heard.
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We have an obligation as M. Derstine
pointed out to | ook at the statutory criteria of the
certificate of environnental conpatibility. That
i ncl udes renedi ation at project term nation.

Now, while we're subject to the gen-tie,
we're going to want to | ook at who hol ds that insurance
policy. And oftentines wth devel opers, we -- and you've
got two renewabl e projects here and they may be financed
at corporate finance, but then they may be taken out by
proj ect finance.

We'll want you to think through for us the
life cycle of how that gen-tie's going to fit within
financing and then who's going to hold that insurance
policy for end of life and renediation. | represent the
counties. That's a big issue for the counties. Menber
Di Ciccio represents the cities.

So we're trying to hel p understand that so
that we can hel p advance the project forward. Again,
think that through. Don't need an initial response if
you don't have the answer. |'d rather have you consult
with that, as M. Derstine knows.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

MR. RIEMAN. Thank you for your question.
W will consult and respond.
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Hill,
you had a questi on.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair. W
found out a |lot of dates, and ny col |l eagues have asked a
| ot of questions, but I want to repeat what | heard and
you can clarify.

What | heard is that you're | ooking for
begi nni ng construction in 2027, that there are severa
requests for proposals for power purchase agreenents
com ng out in January, | think, fromTEP, first quarter
of that year.

MR RIEMAN. O 2026, | apol ogi ze.

MEMBER HILL: | think SRP has one coni ng
out in the spring as well. So there are a coupl e of
| ocal utilities who are | ooking for power. And power is
a challenge here in this state, and a shortage of it.

So that you m ght have all the information

you need by the end of 2026 to actually go to

construction in 2027. Does that sound like the tine |line

that we've been tal ki ng about ?
MR. RIEMAN: Yes, ma'am
MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber HIl.
M. Derstine.
MR. DERSTINE: Anything you wanted to add
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on the overview of the solar and the w nd project? You
had a nunber of good questions from nenbers of the
committee.

And I would only, | guess, note and
respond, Menber DiCiccio, that in nmy Iimted experience
in advising clients who are presenting proposals in
response to an RFP, it's ny understandi ng and experi ence
that oftentinmes having the necessary permts in place
like a CEC to construct the gen-tie is an inportant
consideration for judging a project and deciding if it's
a real project and whether or not it's a project that
they want to contract with for devel opnent. So that the
fact that this project, these applicants for the solar
and wi nd side are seeking the CEC now in anticipation of
the 2026 RFP is not that unusual and, in fact, it's an
i nportant part oftentimes of the response process to an
RFP.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Well, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber D G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO  Followup on that. The
line of questioning on ny end, and M. Fontes did a much
better job at it, is that if they're going to be bal ance

sheet financing, and they're not going to be able to do

this, and they won't do it, any investor wouldn't put any

nmoney into if they didn't have contracts in place

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

41



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 42

al ready, so they have to have a general idea of whether
or not they have a user in place or not, and it doesn't
sound like it to ne.

|"mjust telling you fromwhat |'ve heard.
It sounds to ne that it's nore of an off-the-cuff type of
thing and they're trying to see if they' re going to get
the permt first.

|'"'min the devel opnent business as well.
And especially on the wind side of it, because | think
that's the | east practical that's out there right now,
but that's just ny own personal opinion.

That | think they need to cone in from ny
end, nore stability is to say here's where we're | ooking
at. We feel confortable, we're going to get this, and
here's who we're | ooking at, or who we're going to be
putting this deal together wth.

Because whether it's debt financing or
bal ance sheet financing, no one's going to invest in that
if they don't have an end user in place. They're just
not going to have it.

MR, DERSTINE: No, and | don't think anyone
Is saying anything different, it's just the timng and
t he sequence and the fact that they're here seeking the
CEC and approval of the CEC to support these projects is
not out of sequence necessarily wth the devel opment of
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proj ects, especially when you have the tine Iine where as
you know the tinme line for the construction of a gen-tie
line like this is typically 10 years, and we've advocated
for |onger ternms.

So the planning horizon, whether it's 2027
or the project doesn't have a PPA in place until 2028,
this process and getting this CECin place is an
i nportant part of the long-termpermtting approach and
ensuring that a project like this has |egs.

MEMBER DICICCI O But what | heard is that
they're planning on construction 2027. | heard that.

MR. DERSTINE: Yes, and | think that's the
initial -- | think that's their initial plan. Do you
want to clarify, M. Patton or M. Ri eman, about that,
the tine line?

MR. PATTON: The tinme line is correct.

MR. RIEMAN: Yeah, | would just say that we
seek to secure a power purchase agreenent for the project
In 2026, which would facilitate the internal investnent
approval that would allow for a start of construction of
the project in 2027 and hitting the tinme frames that were
descri bed by M. Patton.

MR, DERSTINE: And if you don't have, say
the RFP process isn't finalized or you don't have a PPA
in place, what then? What's the next? Wat's the
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process for the applicant?

MR. RIEMAN:  Yeah, we would continue to
seek power purchase agreenent for the project to support
the internal investnent approval, so we would | ook for
al ternative sources of requests for proposals or other
entities that would be interested in buying the power
fromthe projects.

MR, DERSTINE: So your start of
construction date of 2027 is what you hope to achieve,
but that time |line may slip depending on where you are in
the process of securing an offtaker?

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So intention is to get the
PPA in place before construction commences; correct?

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: You do not intend to build
a true nerchant plant that will just be constructed, you
know, if you build it they will conme approach that
soneone's going to buy it if you build it, correct?

MR RIEMAN. That is the current strategy,
yes.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess it's theoretically
possi bl e that you could begin construction wthout a PPA
in place but that's highly unlikely.

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.
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MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, one final
guestion just as a foll ow up.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO  So let's say you get half
of it, you get the solar part of it done and not the
w nd, or the wind done and not the solar, wll you start
construction?

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  So you can do either/or;
correct? Either the solar or the -- so if you get your
PPAs in place for the solar part of it, or you get your
PPAs in place for the wind part of it, you can build the
transm ssion |ines?

MR. RIEMAN: That is correct.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Okay. Thank you,

M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes has his hand
rai sed.

MEMBER FONTES: | want to point out
sonething for Menber DiCiccio. | agree with your

observation on the structuring of the capital stack for
devel opnent .

However, what we have seen in the past five
years, and | work in project finance for renewables, is
corporate financing is cheaper than project financing for
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t he devel opnent.

So in the end result, they are nore
conpetitive for a bid to an RFP by using corporate
finance than take out of project finance. The net
benefit to the ratepayer is that you're going to get an
overall nore conpetitive affordable project in -- in
doi ng so by taking that corporate finance risk with a
proj ect finance takeout.

| hope that benefits this discussion, but
wanted to provide that color to you, Menber D Ciccio,
that this is becom ng nore increasingly common and it's
drive by the credit cycle policy on PTC, production tax
credits, investor tax credits, and what we're seeing in
terms of a trend.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you for that.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

So | guess maybe you coul d expound on that
alittle bit or maybe one of the witnesses can. W're
hearing the terns project financing and corporate
fi nanci ng bandi ed about. So kind of take a shot here,
make sure | understand this and that it's clear on the

record. The corporate financing neans --

MEMBER FONTES: -- financing since | used
it -- but corporate financing is typically on the bal ance
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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sheet of the corporate entity.

CHW STAFFORD: And that neans that the
corporate entity has the noney, they have investors, they
put up the noney for the project.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER FONTES: They get bond or any kind
of debt instrunment and they use it to finance the
devel opnment activities through construction. Project
finance is non-recourse. It is solely recourse to that
of the project and it's dependent upon the power
pur chasi ng agreenent and the revenue fromthat for
repaynent on any debt that it takes.

CHW STAFFORD: So it's those --

MEMBER FONTES: It's not at the corporate
level, it's at the project |evel.

CHW STAFFORD: Right, so it's for the debt
of the conpany, so if they don't pay it then the creditor
w |l take the asset.

MEMBER FONTES: Correct. |It's usually off

bal ance sheet or a special purposes entity. |In this case
| would imagine it, but 1'Il let the applicant opine on
this.

There could be two project financings here,
one for the solar and storage and a separate one for the
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wnd farm |If there is two, that begs the question that
| originally posed on, okay, where's the gen-tie fit and
how i s that insurance policy for ultimte environnmental
mtigation that we need to deal with in the CEC

Sol'll leave it at that, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: M. R eman, did you have a
response?

MR. RIEMAN: Yeah, at this tinme we have not
determ ned the financing strategy as it pertains to
whet her the wi nd and solar will be financed as one
fi nancing or two separate financings.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

M. Derstine.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q M. Patton, | think you have one nore slide
you're going to touch on in terns of sone of the common
devel opnent characteristics of the wind and the sol ar
pr oj ect.

A (M. Patton) Yes, thank you. So as noted
previously, both these facilities are sited primarily on
|l and that is publicly owned and adm ni stered by ASLD, and
i's within unincorporated Apache County.

Each project will be constructed in tw phases,
and we are seeking, as we've been speaking for sone tine,
we are seeking power purchase agreenents for those
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proj ects.

Q So we've noved on fromthe wnd and the sol ar
project and the di scussion of those projects and how
they're financed. So getting back to the interconnection
project, the gen-tie line.

And so at a high level, why don't you cover the
pur pose and need of the gen-tie |line? | think the
commttee understands it, but just for the record?

A (M. Patton) Absolutely. So the gen-tieis
needed to deliver power fromthe generating facility, the
wi nd and sol ar projects, to the grid.

Q And in terns of the length and the ties for the
gen-tie, the basic driver for this, the interconnection
project, is that it nust connect the wind side of the
project with its two project substations and then
continue over to the solar project to the east, and then
I nterconnect those two substations and all ow for
i nterconnection at the Springerville Substation.

Is that at a high | evel what we're | ooking for
and what our needs are for the gen-tie?

A. (M. Patton) Yes, sir, that's it.

Q And your |ast bullet there just clarifies that
the voltage of the gen-tie |line, 345kV, is determ ned by
the Springerville Substation. That's the operating
voltage that TEP uses at Springerville; is that right?
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A (M. Patton) Yes, sir, that is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair. | do
understand at the end of gen-tie |line you have a doubl e
circuit.

MR, PATTON: Yes, nmm'am

MEMBER HILL: Can you tal k about the need
for that?

MR, PATTON: Yes, ma'am So |let me point
here. So the route is predom nantly single circuit from
its origination point, and we can al so discuss this in
the route description.

Project Substation 3 is the first
substation of the solar project. The energy that is
generated fromthis facility will then go to the gen-tie
as a double circuit, and from project Substation 3 to its
ultimate destination which is the Springerville station
it will be double circuit.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Well, there's a solar project Substation 4 and
then you proceed to interconnect at Springerville. Do I
have that right?

A (M. Patton) That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Approximately how long is
the double circuit portion of the |ine?
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MR, PATTON: Don't want to m sspeak. Just
over a mle and a half.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And the reason for the second circuit, picking
up that second circuit on the solar side, is that the
single circuit fromthe wind project will be largely
utilized by the generation fromthe w nd project, and
then once you get to the solar project you need that
additional circuit to carry the energy that's going to be
generated fromthe solar side of the project.

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. That's the nmain needs for the gen-tie
line that's driving the project.

Let's tal k about how we -- how you cane to the
route that's presented to the conmttee in the CEC
appl i cation.

A (M. Patton) Sure. So | would like to kind of
start fromthe beginning, which is what you kind of see
here. This is a wind density resource map. So this is a
deskt op assessnent of where the resource is nost viable.

And from here we take a | ook at siting the
gen-tie project based off of where we are collecting the
energy and how we intend to deliver that energy that's
generated to its ultinmate delivery point.
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And so to use a devel oper standpoint, this is
ki nd of our devel opnent term nology, this is the first
pancake, if you will. W take at |ook at where the
resource is, and we begin to synthesize a project thesis
and that helps to informour design iterations of the
gen-tie.

And so we obviously have a guiding phil osophy
t hroughout that entire process. It is an iterative
process that takes nultiple stabs at this thing to get it
correct, but the guiding thesis is to have m ni nal
envi ronnmental inpact and to consider how the land is
currently being used and take into account feedback from
st akehol ders.

Q So | guess the starting point in your -- as
understand it, in your route selection process for this
project is to, nost inportantly and first and forenost
was to identify where the wind resource is, and in doing
that, you used this the map that's shown on the screen
here. | guess it's -- | have a hard tine readi ng that
slide, I don't knowif that's slide 32.

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q And the end point as we discussed is going to be
is the Springerville Substation which is your closest
access point to the grid. So that was kind of -- that is
your starting and end point for the gen-tie. And then
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you worked on your route selection process fromthere.
Is that a fair statement?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q So take us through that process, please.

A (M. Patton) Sure. So |I'd like to denonstrate
atime line for the conmttee fromhow this inception,
how this was forned to where we are now.

So, again, 2018, 2019, this is what | would call
the first pancake, if you will. W synthesize a project
thesis. W identify where this makes sense froma
busi ness standpoint. That's just par for the course.

We have to understand, you know, what is our end
goal, but then reverse engi neer how we get there. And
fromthere we start to begin to -- all the subsequent
devel opnent work.

And so the solar facility was sited in 2019,
based off of its approximation -- or, I'msorry, its
proximty to the Springerville Substation.

And fromthere, we begin to continue to | ook at
the wind resource in 2019 and where we could best site
t hat project.

We filed for our interconnection requests with
TEP in 2020. And in that stage we begin to really hone
in on where we think our footprint is going to be for our
generating facilities.
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In 2021 we secured the rights to erect MET
towers. Meteorological towers are instrunents that are
used for resource assessnent. It's very common practice
for us to erect these structures and gather data over the
course of seasons and years. And that helps to inform
the production profile of the project and the viability.

Q When you say you secured the right to construct
the MET towers, you nean you obtai ned approval from State
Land Depart nent ?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Ckay.

A (M. Patton) They require a special |and use
permt and those have been secured and are valid.

Q Ckay.

A (M. Patton) And then from 2023, after you can
see a couple years of this wind resource assessnent
canpaign, we really began to fine tune the generating
profile of the projects.

And once we have the project design defined for
the generating facilities, this helps to informour
transm ssi on.

So if I may, | have a map here that shows the
iterative processes that we've had for the gen-tie line.

So for clarification we have the, again, on the
map on the right where you kind of see toward the western
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orientation, this is the footprint of all the state-owned
| and parcels, and this is the initial route selection
that we had based off of the generating profile of the

wi nd, and where we know we want to have the energy
ultimately delivered to.

So this is essentially a desktop analysis, a
pl acehol der, if you wll, a junping off point fromthe
devel oper perspective.

Subsequently, we -- it's incunbent on us as
devel opers to engage with our neighbors, the comunity,
and take into account their feedback, their reservations
and incorporate that into our site design.

And so in 2024, based off of sone engagenents
wth the private | andowner, we heard what the
reservations were about these infrastructures and our
footprint, and we wanted to understand what their
consi derations were and what they would |li ke to see from
us.

We codified that into what's called a good
nei ghbor agreenent that has been signed and executed, and
so we take their feedback, and for clarification I'm
going to point here this | andowner, ny clicker doesn't
seemto be cooperating -- there we go -- is right here in
this carve-out.

So they're a nonparticipating | andowner, but
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they've nade it clear they can live with the project as

| ong as we denopnstrate that we would take into account
their feedback. So which is how we | anded on the site
desi gn where you see the line has been relegated to north
predom nantly of highway -- of this highway here and

m nimzes their viewshed inpact.

And then the other thesis with this design as
you can kind of see here, the substations have been
defi ned, so we understand where the generating facility's
going to be.

We start to then start build out our civil
design and our electrical design, so we help define where
our substations are going to be. Substation 1,
Substation 2. And then fromthere we begin to route with
m ni mal environnmental inpact and the optim zed
construct abl e strategy.

In our initial -- this is baked in, to say.

Once we get here, there is an existing 69kV line that is
opened by Navopache. And the thesis for this design was
dependent on being able to straddle that existing 69kV
line, as it orients to the northeast to Springerville
station and then cut back towards where our solar
facilities are.

I n 2024 we approached TEP for the -- to gauge
their receptiveness to enter into an easenent with us.
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They told us that they would not be willing to entertain
t hat easenent, and so that has led us to this design that
you see here, which is the | atest and greatest.

So this is still predicated off of the good
nei ghbor agreenent, and at this time there's other
subsequent devel opnent work there's going on. W have
aquatic resource delineation. W have topographical
anal ysis. W have cultural surveys, a Cass IIl cultural
survey, and that helps to informthe design process that
led us to -- and also taking into account the existing
69kV plan was not on the table anynore.

This relegates us to taking the route that you
see here, which is predomnantly a west-to-east
orientation, so it gets here, hits an angle, nono pole
orients it north, enters into the solar facilities and
where you see it ultimately connects into the project
substations and finishes up into the Springerville
Subst ati on.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HI LL: There's the little nodul e,
little -- I"mjust noticing it. There's alittle thunp
out. Can you talk about -- yeah, right there.

MR, PATTON:. Right. So thank you for
pointing this out. This is sonething that we' ve
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identified as part of, again, our devel opnent process is
to in sequence conduct cultural surveys.

A cultural resource was identified here and
for us, we take that into account and we bake that into
our design to have no inpact on that resource. So it's
purely an avoi dance neasure.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, one quick

guesti on.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.
MEMBER DICICCI O Were is the TEP line
that you wanted to do the -- just approxi mately.

MR. PATTON: For clarification, the
exi sting TEP |ine?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah, the one you wanted
to get in the easenent area.

MR, PATTON: It's a Navopache line. 1It's a
69kV |ine here.

MEMBER DICICCIO So you woul d have been
able to go a shorter distance if you were able to use
t hat ?
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | guess for clarification, M. Patton, you said

that 1t's a Navopache 69kV line, but you had to negotiate
with TEP to utilize that same corridor. What's the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 59

rel ati onship, then, where TEP owns the right-of-way but
the |ine serves Navopache?

A (M. Patton) I'mnot privy to the details of
t he arrangenent between Navopache and TEP. But that |ine
is sited on privately owned parcels by TEP. So it's a
private parcel that would ultimately have to grant us the
easenent and their | eadership, their teamnade it clear
to us that they were not willing to grant an easenent at
that tine.

And then just clarity's sake you can kind of see
this is, again, an iterative process. You can see the
different site designs as they have kind of matured,
again, for clarity.

Oop. | apol ogi ze.

You see where the red line is our initial -- our
junmping off point. Fromthere, we are very keen to
engage our stakehol ders, our neighbors. This helps
defi ne where our substation and where our viewshed can be
m nim zed for our good nei ghbor agreenent. And then you
see where we were initially routing up the 69kV. That
was no |onger tenable. And then you see here follow ng
t his.

CHW STAFFORD: And you're referring to
Slide 42 of Hearing Exhibit 7; correct?
MR, PATTON:. My eyes aren't the best from
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this distance, but, yes, yeah, | can see it there.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al'l right. That's the route selection and how
you got to the route that's presented to the commttee in
t he application.

Let's nove to the kind of an overview of the
I nterconnection project in terns of what you plan to
construct, the various facilities, et cetera.

A (M. Patton) M pleasure. So the line will be
approximately 27-mle-long gen-tie line. 345kV. AC,
which is the voltage in which the energy is delivered to
the Springerville station. It will connect the four
proj ects substations as |I've denoted there, and it wll,
again, wll be single circuit fromits origination point,
which is the westernnost substation, Substation 1 for
Lava Run Wnd, until which point it gets to Substation 3,
what we call Project Substation 1 for Lava Run Sol ar, and
It will becone double circuit. And fromthere it wll
ultimately hit Substation 4 and then term nate at the
Springerville Substation.

The |ine does cross a couple of highways, which
| can denote here.

Q Can you use your |aser pointer while you're
descri bing these features, please?

A (M. Patton) So Substation 1 is here. There is
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a short span just under half a mle, .4 mles to be
exact. Then it orients itself to the northeast just
under a mle, .9 to be exact. This is where it crosses
H ghway 60.

And fromthere it runs another tangent of
3.6 mles, so where it gets to Project Substation 2.
From Project Substation 2 it orients northeast again by
.9 mles, and then the | ongest run of this gen-tie spans
west to east 13.6 mles where it crosses Hi ghway 180 and
the | ower Col orado River.

It orients again north here roughly three m|les.
It makes an avoi dance for that cultural site. There you
ki nd of see the outer perineter of the solo facility, it
orients west another 1.7 mles to Project Substation 3,
which is the first substation of the solar project.

Orients another mle and a half to Substation 4.
And then you see in this expanded view its orientation
and design to its termnal position at the Springerville
Station.

Q Ckay. | think your next slide kind of breaks
out what you al ready covered, which was wal ki ng t he
commttee through the route for the project. And | think
you' ve actually covered it here already. Unless you
wanted to -- why don't you, yeah, nove on to that, and is
there anything you want to add or pick up fromthat
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overvi ew description? | think you largely did it using
your | aser pointer wwth the map slide.

A (M. Patton) Yeah, | apol ogize for not having
that up for sequencing. But hopefully tracking with the
| aser pointer on the map was cl ear enough.

Q Right. GCkay. So let's nove on. And --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Excuse ne, M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yes.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: The crossing over the
Little Col orado, is that over a canyon? Wat's the
el evation of the wire above the river itself?

MR PATTON: It will span over the | ower
Col orado River, but | would defer to M. Casteel over the
specifics of the canyon and what design consi derations
were taken into account for that.

MR, CASTEEL: 1'd have to get back on the
actual elevation over the canyon, but we'll have a
fly-through here in a bit, and we have a picture of that
so you could see what it |looks |ike at the crossing.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'d appreciate know ng
the elevation. But thank you, yes.

MR. DERSTINE: And Menber Constock, your
gquestion is how high is the -- will the line be above the
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Little Col orado?
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Above the water, yes.
MR. DERSTINE: Okay. We'll get that

i nformation for you.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, sir.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Ckay. Let's nove on to the -- | think your next
slide involves the structure types and then the heights
and configuration, please.

A (M. Patton) Yes. So the structure types w ||
be an arrangenent of tangent nono pol es, angle nono
pol es, dead-end nono pol es, common depiction of what you
woul d see here is on the right.

The sel ection of these structure types wll
ei ther be from gal vani zed steel or from weat hering steel,
and they will be self-supporting.
The specs as we have assigned are a nmaxi hnum
hei ght of 180 feet. The maxi mum span length is -- so the
| engt h between each structure, the nmaxi nrum woul d be
1200 feet with a typical range between 675 and 770 feet.
So there's a little bit of design flexibility
based of f of topography and a nunber of other features.
The m ni mum ground cl earance as stated is
20 feet, and the anticipated nunber of structures is
capped at 200.
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Q | think in the proposed or draft CEC that |
prepared, | have -- | included that the structure heights
woul d be 199, | think that's just a nunber that was stuck

in nmy head. But it's mnmy understanding that we're
commtting to -- to maintain the structure heights at
180 feet and we'll make that change in the CEC. Do |
have that right?
A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.
Q Al right.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Could you build a little

bit for me. | think it's probably M. Patton on the
anount of concrete. | noticed that in sone of the
comments. Just instruct -- instruct nme and if the other

commttee nenbers also would |ike some instruction on
that, about the size of the foundation for these
structures and such. Thank you.

MR, PATTON:. My pleasure. So the
foundation design is still sonething that has to be
determ ned. We determined this through the | aunch of
what's call ed a geotechnical survey.

And so we've done sone prelimnary
geot echni cal assessnents, we are actually gearing up to
do geot echni cal assessnents as we speak. W have nen out
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in the field who are staking and begi nning to conduct
t hat exerci se.

The geot echnical study inforns the geol ogy
and the conpression strength of the material subsurface.
And so each structure you kind of have to think of it as
its own little construction project. R ght?

And so when we have the geotechnica

report, which will cover the footprint of this gen-tie,
that'll informhow each and every single structure needs
to be constructed. There'll be different methodol ogies

based of f of different topographies, but generally we go
t hrough what's called with a DTH hamer rig -- and |

apol ogi ze, ny background is nore blue collar, so if | get
down a rabbit hole, please feel free to stop ne.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wat was the acronym you
just used?

MR, PATTON: DTH, down-the-hole hammer rig,
that uses a rock auger. And so fromthere, the depth in
which that rock auger will have to drill is going to be
determ ned by the geotech report. And fromthere, there
is a nunber of different ways to establish the
foundati ons and the anobunt of concrete that's going to be
used for each of those structures. | wll say that this
I's not unprecedented topography for projects |ike these.

There are several lava fields across the
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country that have transm ssion |lines, closest of which is
ki nd of outside of the San Diego area. There's also
transm ssion |ines around the Col unbia River Gorge, which
is a volcanic field, Hawaii .

So it is not uncommon and there is several
different ways to approach the foundation setting for
t hese structures.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
It sounds |i ke above ground you've done pretty good
homewor k.  Bel ow ground not so nuch maybe.

CHW STAFFORD: The work conti nues.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah. TBD, to be
det er m ned.

MR, PATTON:. Ongoing, | would say. |
didn't nean to cut you off.

MEMBER KRYDER: |'ve flown those airpl anes,
too. So the point of all of this is, and |I'm again
kind -- trying to address sone of the commentary | read
in the public statenents.

You' re going through a | ava nagnum as |
under stand, and so what woul d be your worst-case scenario
since you are asking this commttee to approve a 200-f oot
corridor? |Is it possible you could get out there and you
could not get a big enough, what was the phrase you used,
down in the bottom of the hole or sonething.
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MR, PATTON: A DTH hammer.

MEMBER KRYDER: You'd open a hole and ki nd
of there's a bottomess pit? | nean, is that a
possibility? Not bottom ess, literally.

MR, PATTON: So | want to clarify what we
were requesting is a 500-foot corridor, and this is
exactly for this reason. |It's for us to have a room --
an area to which we have a degree of flexibility.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR. PATTON: 500 gives us the degree of
certainty to know we have the flexibility for different
design iterations and different construction
nmet hodol ogi es that need to be needed on case by case for
each of these respective structures.

MEMBER KRYDER: | nust have read it w ong.
| thought it was a 200-foot corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: | think it's a 200-f oot
right-of-way final, but the corridor is always bigger.

MEMBER KRYDER: 500. GCkay. So putting a
hole and filling it wth concrete into magnum | nean,
it's basically the stuff in nmy barbecue grill, you know,
porous rock, |l ooks like that could be a serious problem
And | think that's what the public cormment that | read
was addr essi ng.

How much -- what's the worst-case scenario
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you can inmagi ne or your conpany could inmagine on this?

MR, PATTON. A very expensive foundation
design. And so that --

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah. | get that. | know
it's like nmy son says about things. Dad, that's not a
problem that's an expense, okay? | get that.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: But is the hole 15 feet or
50 feet deep, that's an issue. Have you done any
specul ati ng, even though you' ve got your surveyors out
there as we speak, as you said a nonent ago, have you
done any speculating as to, gosh, if you fol ks who are
surveying find this, we're in deep water? Talk to ne.

MR PATTON. Yes, sir, sol wll say it is
the nature of engineers to think in the worst-case
scenario and we are a very engi neering-heavy firm

And so that is, again, exactly what the
need of the geotech report does. That gives us a sense
as to the geology. They use their own coring sanples so
they take a drill bit essentially and they drill down as
far as they can to understand the topography and that
hel ps to informthe foundation design. And so that
report is -- it is incunbent us to have that report
sooner rather than later.

And so for us, again, the stated tine |line
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as constructed in 2027, we are conducting that
geotechnical report in 2025. So that way | can get the
engi neers and | can get the construction teamto begin
t hi nki ng about what the worst-case scenario i s now.

Again, | think that there is operating
precedent for building on topography such this. It's all
basalt. Basalt can be either very porous and not uniform
or it can be extrenely hard.

And all that is going to be predicated off
of the site-specific conditions. And so we are doing

that investigative work now, and | can assure our

engineers wll be penciling out the worst-case scenari o,
t he nbst expensive scenario, and we wll begin to
formulate a strategy for how we will build.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Continuing this a
little bit, I"'mstill going to push on you.

MR. PATTON: Sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: O the approxinmately 29 or
27 or 9 or 30 back-of-the-envelope 30 mles that you're
going to be building, how nmuch of it is across porous
rock of the sort we're speaking? Do you know? | nean a
third, two-thirds? Three-fourths? Half? None?

MR, PATTON: | have a figure in ny head
that is closer to roughly a third, but I don't want to
speak out of school. It's sonmething | can circle back to
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you and confirm | don't want to give you --

MEMBER KRYDER: |'d appreciate that.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Back- of -t he-envel ope, | can
take that. So 10 miles out of 30 mles is going to be
real dicey, and the rest of it is nmuch nore solid rock to
use that ternf

MR, PATTON:. That is ny general assessnent.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Just kind of talk to
whoever you can, bring us a little nore information, |1'd
sure appreciate it. Thanks.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Fol |l ow ng up on Menber Kryder's questions,
t hi nk what sone of the public coments raised and the
concern would be that within the Springerville vol canic
field, potentially you have areas which have voids or
maybe it's an old vent, you may encounter any nunber of
geol ogi cal conditions. That's what you're looking to
identify through your geol ogic report; correct?

A (M. Patton) Geotechnical report.

Q Geot echni cal report?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q And then based on the finding in the
geotechnical report you then have the ability to then

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

70



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 71

| ocate your structures in the best possible |ocation to
avoi d areas subsurface that may present a problemin
terms of the foundation for those structures; correct?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q And you have the flexibility not only within
nmovi ng side to side within your 500-foot corridor, but
you al so have the ability to span areas, extend the
di stance between structures to avoid problem areas that
may not afford you a good footing for a given pole?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir.

Q Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
M. Derstine. That's great.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So we were getting to the corridor and the
ri ght-of -way, and you nmentioned it's a 500-foot corridor
that we're requesting. | also note that there is one
area where you're asking for 700 feet and anot her area
that we're requesting 3200 feet. Wuld you cover that,
pl ease?

A (M. Patton) Yes. So it will be, I'll use the
poi nter here, for design flexibility we are requesting a
vari able-width corridor. The overwhelmng majority of
this line wll be a 500-foot corridor, and that's what
we're requesting fromthis body.
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As you can kind of see here where this angle
tangent is here, what we've been able to assess is that's
why we're requesting a variable width of up to 700 feet,
this gives us the ability for staging, |ay down yards,
and safety, which is paranmount for us whenever we're
constructing anything. That gives us that variable
w dth. The variable width gives us that flexibility.

Predom nantly 500 foot all along these runs.

And then when we get to our term nating position
within the Springerville Station, that is where we're
requesting up to a 3200-foot corridor. And this allows
us to incorporate the feedback from TEP, because we are
essentially marrying up our infrastructure.

It's not just our infrastructure. W're having
to take into account what already exists today, and then
we have to understand what the plant is going to want to
see froma safety perspective, how we can incorporate
that into our construction practices. And so hence why
we have at the term nating position a 3200-foot-w de
corridor.

Q So you're essentially just draping this
3200-f oot corridor, this footprint over the Springerville
Substation to allow you to work with TEP and what ever
sort of final interconnection design and engi neering so
that we have the flexibility to enter into whatever bay

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 73

TEP tells us is our interconnection point?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir. | can tell you from
experience |'ve built seven of these substations and each
one is its own project in terns of howit connects in.
And we're very keen to nmake sure that we have the
flexibility for safety, for design, for engineering, and
maki ng sure that we're not relegated to -- we're not put

into a corner, so to speak

Q Ckay.
A Pun i nt ended.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill, you had a
guesti on.
MEMBER HI LL: So the 3200-foot corridor
wll eventually be finalized as a 200-foot right-of-way;

is that correct? O do you think that you're actually
goi ng to need, depending on what the interconnection
requi renents are and the structures that you need, we've
said the right-of-way, final right-of-way wll be

200 feet. |Is that for the entirety of the project, or do
you think that there, you mght need a little nore space
going into the substation?

MR. PATTON: Well, the right-of-way itself
will be established with ASLD up until it gets to that
private parcel, and fromthere it's an easenent that we
need to get.
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So the corridor that we're requesting is
t he 3200-foot corridor through the CEC. \Wen we get to
that corridor, it's a private land parcel. [It's just an
easenment we have to get.

MEMBER HI LL: And that's Tucson Electric
Power owner shi p?

MR, PATTON: Yes, nmm'am

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you for that
clarification.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber HIl.

M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And t hat 200-foot right-of-way, that's

sufficient not only for the single circuit roughly
26 mles of the interconnection project, but the 200-foot
right-of-way will also be adequate when you add the

second circuit at the last mle or so of the project; is

that right?

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: It's because the second
circuit will be on the same set of poles as the first;
correct?

/1
/1
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BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Is that correct, M. Patton?

A (M. Patton) Yes, sir. The double circuit wll
share the sanme structures.

Q Okay. In ternms of who are we working with and
who is the party that will grant us the right-of-way for
the |ine?

A (M. Patton) So we have a pendi ng application
now with ASLD. That is where the 200-foot right-of-way
comes fromthat secures the land rights for the gen-tie.

And as part of crossing highways US 60 and US
180, we will need to get encroachnment permts from ADOT,
the Arizona Departnent of Transportation.

Q So your slide here, 55, which is Applicants
Exhi bit 7, says the right-of-way application has been
submtted to ASLD.

Any nore information in terns of timng or where

you are in that process?

A (M. Patton) W are in the process now. |
don't know to what degree | can speak on it in a public
forum but it is pending and ongoi ng.

Q Okay. Anything else you wanted to add on the
corridor and the right-of-way request that we're nmaking
to the commttee?

A (M. Patton) Just to speak as it dovetails to
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the right-of-way with the ASLD and to the CEC that we're
requesting fromthis body, is this being state trust
| and, there are grazing | essees.

So sone of these famlies have been here for
generations since they settled. It is in the nature of
our busi ness, our business nodel, to approach those
grazing | essees and to understand what feedback they have
for us in terns of -- | conme froma blue collar
agricultural famly, so understandi ng when they're going
to be turning cattle over, what fences they' re concerned
about, what cattle guards need to be install ed.

And so we enter into with each respective
grazing |l essee what's called a construction inpact
agreenent. And that's ny job to understand what their
concerns are and how we can satisfy those concerns both
for the grazing |l essees, but ultimately for ASLD.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Anot her questi on,
M. Patton.

Are there any residences close to the area
wi th your corridor?

MR. PATTON: The cl osest residence is
1.8 mles.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's 1.8?
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MR. PATTON: Yes, sir. | don't want to
speak out of turn, | think that's the exact |length. And
that is the private | andowner that we entered the good
nei ghbor agreenment wth.

MEMBER KRYDER: And there's just one that's
kind of within that proximty within the mle and a half,
two mle.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. Underneath two mles,
that's the only one, yes, sir

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Do the
grazing | essees, | assune those are stake grazing | eases?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER FANT: Benefit in any way, shape, or
formfinancially fromthe w nd project?

MR, PATTON: Each construction inpact
agreenent is different, sonme grazing | essees may request
that, sonme grazing | essees may not.

CHW STAFFORD: | seemto recall you
testified earlier that there are eight entities with nine
grazing |l eases for the footprint of the project
including -- | think that included the wi nd project and
the transm ssion |ine?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so those |eases
wi |l continue, even if the wind and transmi ssion line are
both constructed; correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, were there any
| eases for the portion of the solar for the state | and
that the solar project is on?

MR, PATTON. Excellent question. So we do
have a private | andowner who's participating in the solar
project on the state | and portion. That same | andowner
is also the grazing |l essee with state |ands, and so he
has a private lease that is par for the course with these
sol ar agreenents, and then he will have a construction
I npact agreenent specific to his grazing parcels on ASLD
| and.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So does that
i ndi vi dual have other grazing | eases on state |and that
won't be inpacted by the solar project?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And |I'm assum ng
t hat because he's agreeing to give you the easenent to
his private property for the solar project and that he
will be unable to graze cattle on the solar project that
he is nade whole in sone way by being allowed to graze
the cattle that he would have el sewhere.
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MR. PATTON: Yes, sir, that is correct.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. But then -- but the
transm ssion |line and the wind project itself won't
affect the grazing | eases for those.

MR. PATTON: No, sir, but there will be.
It's a construction inpact agreenent, so you have to
I magi ne that throughout the course of activities and even
over the life cycle of these projects there will be need
for us to go out and service that, and the grazing
| essees will be relatively uninpacted, but there is
i mpact .

And so we want to make sure we codify that
and make sure we're taking into account all their
concerns.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, nore so during the
construction than after, once it's -- once it's al
conpleted then it kind of goes back to normal but with
these additional structures there.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.

M. Derstine.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Oh, Menber Constock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Excuse ne. M. Patton,
do you know | ong a grazing | ease is good for?
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MR, PATTON. A grazing |l ease with ASLD?

MEMBER COVSTOCK:  Yes, sir.

MR. PATTON: My understanding is that sone
of these | essees trade them al nost |ike conmodities.
Right? Some of themcould be traded as in |like an
auction, sone of them can be passed on down through their
estate.

And so | have pulled all of the grazing
| essees that was in Maricopa County and | pulled a line
list of every grazing | essee, but the specifics of each
i ndi vidual | ease is not known to ne at this tine.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So just a followup, if a
| ease changes hands, what happens under the project?

MR. PATTON. The | anguage in the
construction inpact agreenment says that our agreenent
carries with the grazing | ease.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And the current |essee
has the right to do that, to obligate sonebody in the
future?

MR PATTON: I'mnot a lawer, so | can't
speak to that with --

MEMBER FANT: Yes, they do.

MR. PATTON: -- 100 percent certainty, but
| imagine that it's sonething that is -- this is
ultimately also vetted with ASLD as well. And so they're
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going to be confortable, they have to sign off on the
| anguage that we provide in there for assignnent.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, because the State
Land Departnent, they're this lessor, so it's up to them
to tell the lessee if they can transfer the | ease or not.

And so any kind of transfer of the | ease
woul d have to be approved by the lessor. It could be
prohi bited, but I don't think it is. It sounds like
they're not typically prohibited. That the State Land
Depart nent gives people the |leeway to transfer these
grazing leases. | think the duration of these can be 10,
20 years or nore, can't they? |I'm/l ooking at
M. Derstine, he's the | awer.

MR, DERSTINE: |I'mthe | awer but not the
expert. Can anyone speak to the duration of the grazing
| eases?

MR. PATTON: | can speak to know ng that
sone of these grazing | essees have had these | eases for
decades. For decades.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: | woul d suggest | ooking at
the Hashknife outfit, ranch, south of Hol brook. Sone of
those grazing | eases are fromthe 1800s.

MEMBER KRYDER: Doug, we can't here you.

CHW STAFFORD: Speak into the m crophone.
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MEMBER FANT: Sone of the grazing | eases
w th the Hashkni fe Ranch outfit southeast of Hol brook go
back to the | ate 1800s.

MEMBER KRYDER: That is absolutely correct.
They're virtual assets that pass fromgeneration to
generati on.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, just making
sure for future generations of ranchers in this state
that that's noted for the record and has been di scussed.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Thank you. And
then | thought Menmber Fontes has a question.

MEMBER FONTES: It's withdrawn. Been
answered, M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. I'mgoing to
give you fair warning, M. Derstine, we have a hard stop
at 2:45. The court reporter and | have another matter to
hear. It's a prefiling conference we have to hold in a
different matter. So we wll take a recess from 2: 45
until approximately 3:30. And we'll conme back for this
heari ng.

MR. DERSTINE: So the next itemthat we
have up is the virtual tour, but M. Casteel, | think
your virtual flyover takes |onger than 10 m nutes;
correct?

MR, CASTEEL: Yeah. | would suggest we
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take that break and conme back and then I'll go through
the flyover.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, then
guess we can begin our recess now. W'Il|l cone back at
3:30. W stand in recess.

(Recess from2:47 p.m to 3:36 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Derstine, | believe when we left off
you were about to commence the virtual tour.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q Well, I'"'mgoing to conmence it by asking
M. Casteel to get us started on the virtual tour. Gve
us maybe a lay of the land using the slides that you have
or the maps that you have up here. And then you'l
narrate the flyover, the virtual tour for the commttee?
A (M. Casteel) Sure will.
Q Ckay.
A (M. Casteel) Is everybody ready?
Before we get started, | just wanted to get back
to Menber Constock and with the -- you wanted an
el evation difference between -- for the canyon for Little
Col orado Ri ver and we have that for you.
MEMBER COVSTOCK:  Yes, sir.
MR, CASTEEL: So the line is always going

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

83



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

to be approximately 25 feet above the ground, but the
canyon that we're crossing i s about 100 feet deep, so the
line will be approximately 125 feet fromthe bottom of

t he canyon.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

MR, PATTON:. Menber Kryder, | also have a
clarification to your inquiry that you posed to ne
earlier about the mles of the |ine that span across the
lava field. We ran that to ground, and we are running
across about 16 and a half mles across the lava field.

So apol ogi es for speaking out of turn. |
think I nmentioned one-third. [It's roughly two-thirds.

MEMBER KRYDER: Pretty cl ose.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. CASTEEL: GCkay. We can begin.

So we're going to start here with an
overvi ew of the interconnection project, the CEC
corridor.

MR. DERSTINE: Can you hear himokay? Do
you want himto pull that mc up a little bit?

MR. CASTEEL: The nmap we have on the screen
here shows prom nent features in the area, and we've
shown that the applicants' proposed wi nd and sol ar
facilities are also identified. In purple you'll see the
wnd facility to the left of the image, and on the right
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side in the black outline you see the solar facility.
We've also identified the Little Col orado
Ri ver and the highways in the area, including US 60 and
180 substations are shown as well. You can turn it.
Oh, just one nore thing. Can you pause for
a second. Just one nore thing, this fly-through does
i nclude simulations of the applicants' transm ssion
towers. So we've also included the sinulations fromthe
prelimnary wind turbines, so you'll see those as well.
And the KOPs that we're showing are on the

pl acemat that you have on the backside, the

KOP | ocations. And Ms. Casteel will review those in
detail in her testinony.
So there will be a total of eight stops,

six of those is KOPs and two nore, one is the crossing of
Little Col orado River and a view of the TEP generating
station.

Al right. Please play.

So we'll start the tour at what we've
identified as KOP 6. This is |ocated at south of the
i nterconnection CEC -- interconnection project CEC
corridor. This is on US 60. |It's at approximtely
m | epost 373.5.

So this is the view fromUS 60. You'll see
the transm ssion towers in the background with the
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prelimnary wind turbines in the background as well.
CHW STAFFORD: What's the height of those
wind turbines in this shot?
MR. CASTEEL: Just a second, I'Il confirm
t hat .

CHWN STAFFORD: Because transm ssi on towers

are 180 feet; correct?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct. Max 180, yes.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HI LL: You nentioned two potenti al
finishes in the transmssion |lines. What's the finish
represented in this illustration?

MR. CASTEEL: |'msorry, can you repeat
t hat agai n?

MEMBER HI LL: The finish on the poles.

MR. CASTEEL: The pol es?

MEMBER HI LL:  Uh- huh.

MR, CASTEEL: W anticipate themto be
weat hered. W' ve nodel ed weat hered and gal vani zed, but
think the applicant is |eaning towards weat hered.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. And this is the
weat hered | ook rather --

MR. CASTEEL: The weat hered | ook of the
pol es, yes, are in the sinulations.
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MEMBER HI LL: Gkay. Thank you.

MR, CASTEEL: And the height of the
turbines would be up to 654 feet. That's the blade. But
the turbine itself would be 387 feet.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. CASTEEL: You can unpause.

From here, we'll travel around what is
substation nunber 1 to KOP 3. KOP 3 is |located on the
northern side of the CEC corridor. This is going to be
| ocated -- oh, actually, on US 60 as well. This will be
at mlepost 371.7. Again, the transm ssion towers are
here in the foreground with the turbines in the
background. It's the simlar height to the previous KOP.

You can play. Fromhere we'll travel east
al ong the CEC corridor to |location at KOP 5. The terrain
you see there is Cienega Draw. And the purple outline is
the applicant's project area for the wind facility. So
we'll be | eaving that and continuing east along the CEC
corridor.

This is KOP 5. And this is going to be
| ocated on County Road 4365. The transm ssion towers are
right there in the foreground headi ng east.

BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q So just to clarify what we're seeing here is the
simul ated condition that would be shown in the
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simul ations that Ms. Casteel will present. Wen she
presents them you'll have the existing condition and
then the sinulated condition, but you' re sinply using the
simul ated condition here for -- to show the conmmittee
what they woul d be seeing at this point on the -- along
the gen-tie route?

A (M. Casteel) Yeah. That's correct. These
i mages are the sinulated conditions. M. Casteel wl]l
cover the existing conditions and the sinmul ated
conditions in the -- that exhibit in her part of the
t esti nony.

Q Thank you.

A (M. Casteel) You can play.

So keep traveling east to KOP 2. KOP 2 is going
to be on US 180 at approximately m | epost 390.

At this location you'll see the sinulated
condition of the proposed interconnection project. This
woul d be the crossing of US 180.

On the left-hand side of the image you'll see a
| ava feature that will be spanned by the project.

You can pl ay.

We'l|l take a short trip to the Little Col orado

Ri ver and the crossing of the proposed project. So this

IS -- this is the location where the project will cross
the Little Colorado River. It's a noderately incised
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canyon as we discussed. It's about 100 foot deep. And
the vegetation along the Little Col orado River is dense,
dense shrubs. And the river is perennial, which neans
it -- that -- I"'msorry, which neans that it's flow ng
year round.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A question, M. Casteel.

You say it flows year round in
approximately this level or does it run on a |ot of water
certain tines of the year?

MR, CASTEEL: | would have to get back to
you on that. M understanding of that is that is nornal
conditions, but I'll confirmfor you.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So it's your
understanding that this is nore or | ess a year-round
pi cture.

MR, CASTEEL: Yeah. Qur understanding is
that there is water in it year round.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | was just
interested if -- if at sone point we flood up, you know,
20 feet higher and sonething and it's a flash food
situation or not.

MR, CASTEEL: That's certainly possible
gi ven the system
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MEMBER KRYDER:  Thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a question. Wat's
the width of the gorge that the canyon -- whatever the
correct termis where the river's |ocated?

MR, CASTEEL: That I'Il also have to get an
exact di nension for you.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Because what |I'm
getting to is how far back fromthe edge of the gorge
will the structures be? | seemto recall testinony that
1200 feet would be the maximum span. |'mcurious as to
what the width of this gorge is. And so how far back
fromthe edge of the feature will the structures be?

MS. CASTEEL: |1'mnot sure exactly how far
back the structures wll be.

The Little Colorado Ri ver corridor from

canyon wall to canyon wall is approxi mately 300 feet
wide, and so it will span -- | don't know exactly where
it wll be placed, but, you know, far enough away from

the edge that it would not conprom se, you know, soil
er osi on.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Good. So the
structures should be at |east several hundred feet back
fromthe edge of the gorge I'mcalling it?

MEMBER KRYDER: Kind of a followup to that
guestion, M. Chairnman.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: As you | ook at that and you

go back 3 or 400 feet -- well, I'"mgoing to stop there.
| need to rephrase ny question. Sorry. |'ll get back to
you | ater.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Do we know if there's any
recreational use in this part of the river: Kayaking,
anyt hi ng that goes al ong here?

MR, CASTEEL: Qur understanding is, no,
not hing of that nature. Certainly the area is used for
hunti ng and just general recreation.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: The question | had was
directed toward the service roads and the roads to be
used during the construction.

Could you build on that for us a little
bit, M. Casteel.

MR. CASTEEL: If you're asking whether or

not the road will cross the canyon, no, that is not --
that is not anticipated. But there will be access roads,
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and they will conme up to a distance fromthe canyon, but
we will not cross it.

MEMBER KRYDER: There's --

CHW STAFFORD: | seemto recall sonewhere
in the application the nention that they would be using
heli copters to place the structures near the canyon so
they wouldn't have to get the road out so far.

MR, CASTEEL: 1It's always an option to use
that kind of equipnent to -- to nove that type of
equi pment to a |l ocation, yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: Was that a reconmendati on

or was that a -- sonething that the applicant had
commtted to doing? | don't recall.
MR. CASTEEL: Well, it's -- I'd have to

| ook and see if we conmtted to it. But |I would say that
the options are open just to be able to use different
types of equipnment to nove -- to nove the structures.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, there are a
couple of issues there. One is are these precast forns?
And we established before with M. Perry [sic] that we
don't know how | ong they're going to be whether they're
15 feet deep or 250 feet deep. So bringing in materi al
by helicopter nmeans bringing in fresh concrete the way a
transmt truck would in ny backyard or will it be trucked
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| mean, sonehow we're going to get a big
bl ock of concrete in; right?

MR. CASTEEL: | nean, | would defer to
M. Patton for constructability.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And then in addition
to the actual concrete, we're bringing in a nunber of
wor kers, and they have to conme in in pickup trucks.

We're not going to pack themin on nmules, | don't
I magi ne.

So is there a bridge across the Little
Col orado River at any point or are we going to have to
cone in from opposite ends?

MR, PATTON: Menber Kryder, if | may, we're
erring nore towards the latter. W wll not cross the
Little Col orado River. W would approach it from --

MEMBER KRYDER: |'m sorry, say that again.

MR. PATTON: We will not cross the Little
Col orado River. And so in terns of erecting those
structures, we would build access routes fromeither end.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And the fact that
there are so few premade roads, | nean, Macadam roads or
any sort of road really |looks |like a major issue to ne.
30 mles you have of this to construct and very few paved
roads to get to them | don't know.
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CGet back to ne if you could on whatever

informati on you have. Maybe it's the sanme surveyors that

are going to get that as -- are going to get the size of
t he hol es, but whatever -- get whatever information you
could, if you could, M. Perry, or -- M. Casteel. Let

nme get your nanme. Thanks.

MR. CASTEEL: Under st ood.

MR, PATTON: Yes, sir.

MR. CASTEEL: GCkay. | think we'll continue
on, then. You can play.

So we'll continue east along the CEC
corridor to KOP 1. KOP 1 is near Lower Coyote Road j ust
north of the CEC corridor.

So in this view, the sinulated view, the
I nterconnection project's in the background. The
foreground here is the 69kV -- the existing 69kV
Navopache |i ne.

You can pl ay.

W will continue east al ong the CEC
corridor for a little bit here until we turn north.
We're going to cone up on that angul ar area where the
desi gn has been altered to avoid the cultural resource
site.

The bl ack line you're seeing is now the
applicant's solar facility.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Could we back up a little
bit to that jig jog there? Right.

Tell us again what that is for.

MR, CASTEEL: So that -- the angle there,
the deviation in the line, the applicant has done
cultural resources surveys on a approxi mately 300-f oot
corridor which would be centered on the proposed
right-of-way. So it's part of that effort they
identified eligible cultural resource sites, and know ng
that information they revised the |line there to avoid
that known site.

MEMBER KRYDER: WII M. Casteel be talking
about that tonorrow or sonethi ng?

| s sonmebody going to tell us what you
f ound?

M5. CASTEEL: 1'll be providing informtion
on the cultural sites -- or the cultural studies. W
don't talk about specific sites --

MEMBER KRYDER:  Sure.

M5. CASTEEL: -- because there's sone
confidentiality concerns with that.

MEMBER KRYDER: But you found sonethi ng
I nportant enough that | mean that's a serious jig jag.
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MR. CASTEEL: Well, there's an effort to
avoid cultural resources, so they've nade the effort to
do so. I'mactually not -- | don't know what exactly I
can say about what that site is, but regardless, it is
eligible under the historic preservation. So we -- and
then the applicant has went ahead and just avoided to go
around it.

MEMBER KRYDER: |f you could give us sone
i nformati on when you make your presentation.

MR, CASTEEL: Sure. Ms. Casteel will go
t hrough that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. G eat.

CHW STAFFORD: One at a tine, please.

MR. CASTEEL: So we'll continue east here.
Again, the black outline is the applicant's sol ar
facility. W' re going to cone up on proposed
Substation 3, and we're going to land at not a sinul ated
view but nore of an existing view of the TEP's generating
station.

And you'll notice the existing 345kV on the
right side of the imge on the horizon with the
substation and the generating station in the background.

CHW STAFFORD: And this is not one of the
KOPs |isted on the placenent; correct?

MR. CASTEEL: No, this is not a KOP.
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CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. CASTEEL: You can pl ay.

So when we nove down the line here, just a
note that this is the double-circuit portion of the line
| eadi ng towards the generating station. Here's proposed
Substation 4. W'Il|l head east. And then this wll be an
overvi ew of the existing conditions at the substation, a
poi nt of interconnection.

We're going to nove slightly to the east
KOP 4. This is just outside our study area, but provides
a view of the applicant's solar facility, and we've
actually sinmulated a portion of that solar facility.
You'll see the black on the |eft-hand side of the inmage
that is the sinulated view of the solar facility.

The poles in this view are existing. This
is not the interconnection project. The interconnection
proj ect poles are nmuch farther back on the horizon on the
ri ght side of the inmage.

CHW STAFFORD: So what line is that in
this picture?

MR. CASTEEL: That's a 345kV. |'mnot sure
t he exact ownership. | believe it's shared.

CHW STAFFORD: But it's connected to the
Springerville Generating Station?

MR, CASTEEL: Right. And it runs
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north-south to the US 60.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: So to the discussion of roads
because it does seem|ike there's a |ot of roads out here
that maybe aren't even | abeled or we don't conpletely
under stand, ny thought was nearly every transm ssion |line
requi res a mai ntenance road adjacent to it. |If you have
to do sonmething different for this line -- and maybe this
isn't the place to have the conversation, but when we get
to environnental inpacts or other things, there are a | ot
of di scussion about roads in the public comments.

Can you tal k about how this road nmay or may
not be different than any other transm ssion |line road
necessary for maintaining the facilities?

That woul d be hel pful .

MR. CASTEEL: Sure. W can do so. [I'll
talk to M. Patton about that. But at this point |I don't
think there's anything that's uni que about the roads that
are necessary.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. At KOP 1, like, |
could see a road in the foreground, but | don't know
what's really roads and what's really --

MR. CASTEEL: Renenber that there are
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grazing, so there are a lot of --

MEMBER HI LL: There's mai ntenance roads.

MR. CASTEEL: -- there's a lot of two-track
roads around, correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. Okay.

MR, CASTEEL: There are a few county roads,
but then there are sone two-track roads, and that's
primarily on state | and.

MEMBER HI LL: | suppose the tour wll
actually give ne a better sense of all the roads.

MR. CASTEEL: |I|If we choose to do the tour,
yes.

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: We will do a tour.

MEMBER HI LL: We'Il do the tour.

MR. CASTEEL: Ckay. Thank you for
confirm ng.

CHW STAFFORD: These two-track roads you
nmenti oned, those are fornmed by, what, ranchers driving
their trucks through the area, or what?

MR, PATTON: Chairman, if | nay speak to
that. Yes, they are typically placed in by the ranchers
who are currently grazing on there. And this side
dovetails into the construction inpact agreenents that we
have with our grazing lessees. |It's not unconmmon for us
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to build a road and for themto grant access or -- for
the use of that road by our grazing |lessee. They see it
as a net positive.

So that way when it cones to hauling their
equi prrent in and out they have an inproved road that is
accounting for any potential washout, better aggregate,
et cetera.

CHW STAFFORD: And that is maintained by
sonebody el se; correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR, CASTEEL: You can pl ay.

That generally concludes the flyover. This
is going to end with an overview of the eastern end of
the CEC corridor showing the applicant's solar facility
and the generating station substation. And then it wll
zoomout a little farther to show the total area, the
total CEC corridor, and the prom nent features we've
| abel ed begi nning on the beginning slide.

And that concludes the flyover.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: This is not directly
related to the jurisdictional area of the commttee, so
you guys don't need to answer, but if you could give ne a
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little help on this, is the Springerville plant stil
fully operational ?

MR PATTON: |'Ill take that. Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER It is.

And is there a proposed deadline when it's
closing or is there anything about that?

MR. PATTON:. TEP has recently announced
that they intend to do a natural gas refurb of that
plant, so a fuel switch converting it fromcoal to
natural gas. To ny understandi ng nothing has been filed
with the ACC that indicates their timng as such. They
made that public position but haven't seen any subsequent
filings.

MEMBER KRYDER: And have they given any
time indication on that?

MR. PATTON: No, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And how do they get
their coal in now?

MR, PATTON:. My understanding is there is a
rail line that conmes fromthe north.

MEMBER KRYDER: So no hi ghway needed, it's
just bring it fromthe mne and you' re hone?

MR. PATTON: Menber Kryder, | can't really
speak to the logistics of their operation, so I'd be --

MEMBER KRYDER: Fine. | knowit's out of
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our jurisdiction, so, okay, thanks.

MR DERSTINE: [I'll note, Menber Kryder, ny
understanding -- and I can go back and subject to
confirmng that | think TEP has announced that they
anti ci pate having their conversion fromcoal to natural
gas for Springerville units 1 and 2 was the two units
that TEP owns outright as | understand it by in or around
2009 to have the conversion in place.

CHWN STAFFORD: 20097

MR. DERSTI NE: 2029. 2029. Sorry, we're
going way back in tine. It's ny Wayback time machi ne.
2029 to have the conversion and the new technol ogy.

So, yeah, | think that's what's being
pl anned for Springerville Generating Station and is al so
I think what SRP has announced for the Coronado
Generation Station that they'll also convert their two
units to natural under sonme simlar tinme Iine, and so
you'l | have those two generating stations here in Apache
County that were slated to be cl osed just because of
I ncreasing coal fuel costs and other environnental
consi derations, and now the decision is being nmade to
fuel swap and convert themto natural gas generation and
keep those units operating.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch

Is there a gas main that runs through there
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now?

MR. DERSTINE: | don't know whet her or
not -- ny understanding is they will have to devel op and
construct a gas supply for both of those plants. But I'm
sure that those plans are underway, and there have been
announced different projects to expand natural gas
delivery within the state of Arizona.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MR, CASTEEL: You can go back to the slide,
t hose slides.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q We touched on the route tour. | guess before we

get into your discussion of environnmental conpatibility,

do you -- does it nmake sense to preview the route tour
and what the commttee will see?
Do you want to -- does that neke sense to do

that now or do we want to save tine at the end closer to
five to do that?
| just don't know what we have to pull up to

show -- give the commttee a preview of the route tour.

A (M. Casteel) Wuld you like to show the nmap,
our exhibit of the map?

Q | think so, yes. And then you can kind of just
narrate in general kind of where we'll start and what
we'll be able to see at the different stops al ong the
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way.

CHW STAFFORD: That will be hearing
Exhi bit 18 fromthe applicant; correct?

MR. DERSTINE: That's right.

MR. CASTEEL: |[If we can use the binder,
that's fine. But if not then we need to pull up on the
screen -- then we do need to |oad the exhibits on the
screen.

MR. DERSTINE: It sounds |ike we have it
r eady.

MR. CASTEEL: W will |eave here at
nine a.m And we'll travel on US 60 through -- we'll go
t hrough Show Low and then along US 60. W'IIl end up
hitting route Stop 1 which is near KOPs 3 and 6.

We'll -- Route Stop 2 is just down about a
mle. |It's a location -- let nme use the pointer. Sorry,
it's not worKking.

The route tour stop is just about a mle
down the road. That it is |location of the nearest
residence to the CEC corridor. Fromthere, we'll head
down to the interchange of US 60 and 180. W' Il go north
on 180, and we'll hit Route Stop 3 which is on US 180
near the proposed crossing. It's KOP 2. It will be near
t he proposed crossing of the interconnection project.

At that point, | think we have a decision

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

whet her or not we want to keep going. W do have a
Route Stop 4 which is a few mles north of the study
area. It's on the road that takes you back to the TEP
generating station, but we can only go down a mle or so
on the road. |It's restricted for obvious reasons.

It does provide sone context for the next
nearest residences, and it does give us a crossing of the
Little Col orado River at that location. So we can decide
if we want to do that. But that's the reason that that
one's been pl anned.

Fromthere, we would travel back south back
to 260, and we woul d head hone first with a route tour
stop Nunber 5. We've designated the Safeway there
because it provides facilities for bathroom breaks and
snacks and things like that.

And then we woul d just hone on 260 back to
the hotel or the casino where we are now.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q And in general, can you give a sense of, | nean,
will we wll be able to see nuch fromthe various tour
stops or, you know, can you preview what we're likely to
see fromthese various stops in ternms of the -- how far
away the gen-tie line will be fromany given stop?

A (M. Casteel) It wll be relatively close to
where the -- excuse ne, relatively close to where the
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crossing would be on the those highways. W're sort of
precluded fromgoing in a |lot of areas along the |ine
just sinply because we don't have adequate pulloffs for
the vehicle that we're using. And the eastern half of
the line is sonmewhat inaccessible for the type of vehicle
that we have as well.

Q Ckay. And the tine it wll take, you're
estimating it will be roughly five hours, four and a half
to five hours?

A (M. Casteel) Anywhere between four and five
hours, correct.

MR, DERSTINE: Okay. Al right. Any
guestions fromthe commttee?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. From Stop 4 that road
where you go east and turn around and conme back, does
that road actually -- that road actually crosses the
Little Colorado -- the Little Col orado?

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah. Just past where our
Route Stop 4 synbol is it's just to the east of that. So
we' d basically stop there as a review, and then we could
drive east, turn around and cone back so we could cross
it that way. | don't think we can get out near it, but
we can certainly cross it in the bus turnaround and cone
back.

CHW STAFFORD: So we'll actually -- the
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tour will actually cross the Little Col orado?

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah. W can do so, yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, |ooking at the
map, it looks |ike there's another river beyond where we
turn around. What is that? | don't see that | abel ed.
Am|l mssing it?

MS. CASTEEL: The dark line that you see
there is actually just a ridge line as opposed to a water
feature.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. That
nmakes sense why it's not | abeled as a water feature if
it's aridge line. Thank you.

Any ot her questions from nenbers about the
tour?

MEMBER HI LL: Just a comment, M. Chair.

W got a |lot of public coments about the
terrain, and | think there was sone good conments about
the maps and the topo maps being -- you know, you
couldn't really appreciate the topographi c changes, so
I"m | ooking forward to the tour so that | can actually
get a nmuch better sense of the topographic change and how
this |l andscape and this project all fit together, so --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |Is 60 noving -- | take it
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that's south and east. Is it forested in there, or is it

w de open where we can actually see sonething besides

trees?

MR. CASTEEL: It's nostly grassland with
juniper. So good views. There is -- you know, there is
sone el evation changes. It's hilly. But there's --

won't be obstructed.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Any ot her coments or
guestions from nmenbers about the tour?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: So we neet first in this
room about nine a.m, and then, M. Derstine, where would
t he bus pick us up?

MR. DERSTINE: M. Casteel.

MR, CASTEEL: |'m asking the bus to cone
out the door that we've entered here that this door
outside the conference center out in the parking lot to
pi ck us up.

MR. DERSTINE: And then | assune there wll
be breakfast served ahead of our departure time at 9?

MR. CASTEEL: Yes. So breakfast is outside
here in the hallway at 7:30. And then we could eat and
t hen | eave.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Excellent.
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Any ot her questions from nenbers about the

tour?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHWN STAFFORD: All right.
MR. DERSTINE: Thank you for that,
M. Casteel. It seened |like it would be the right tine

to preview it since we had tal ked about it.

And, Menber Kryder, | pulled up the Tucson
El ectric Power's announcenent on their conversion of the
units 1 and 2 at Springerville, and according to the
announcenent, it says that the Tucson El ectric Power
pl ans to convert units 1 and 2 to coal fired
Springerville Generating Station to operate on natural
gas by 2030. So | was off by a year. Pretty good for
nme.

Ckay. We're ready to talk about all the
environnental studies that were perforned in support of
the application. M. Casteel, you're going to start us
off with that testinony.

Why don't you start us by giving an
overvi ew of the various resource studies that were
performed and where they can be found in the application.

CHW STAFFORD: Before you answer that real
quick, | just want to clarify sonething for the record,
M. Derstine.
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You' ve been referring to the placemat. The
pl acemat is not itself a separate exhibit?

MR. DERSTI NE:  No.

CHW STAFFORD: It's just |arger
representations of other things that otherw se appear in
the record.

| just wanted to get it in the transcript
of what the pictures in the placemat actually are and
where they are actually featured in either the
application or the applicants' exhibits.

MR. DERSTINE: Yeah. So the placenat
whi ch, Chairman, to your point is not marked as a
separate exhibit. On one side it has the map of the CEC
corridor. And can soneone tell ne where that page is
| ocated or what it -- if it's a figure within the
application?

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah, just a noment. [|'I|
make sure | get this accurate.

MR, DERSTINE: That's Figure 2,

M. Chairman, of the application which is Applicants’
Exhi bit 1.

And then the other side of the placemat is
the map of the KOP | ocations that Ms. Casteel will cover
that are included in Exhibit E

MR. CASTEEL: That's -- that exhibit
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doesn't occur in our application, but is nore just for
information for our tour. But it provides all the KOP
| ocations that are on the individual exhibits in

Exhi bit E.

CHWN STAFFORD: So the back of the placemat
wth the KOPs is kind of a conpilation of show ng where
all the different KOPs are which are features
individually on the pictures that are in Exhibit E to the
application?

MR. CASTEEL: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR. DERSTINE: Thank you for that,

M. Chai r man.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Okay. Overview of the environnmental studies
t hat were perforned.

A (M. Casteel) Yeah. SWCA conpleted
envi ronnental studies in support of Exhibits A through |
in the CEC application. Those include |and use
recreation and existing plans. Exhibits A, B, F, and H
we did biological, visual, and cultural resources as well
as the noise and interference exhibits.

The study area associated with the CEC

application is a one-mle corridor centered on the
pr oposed route.
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Q And is that what's shown on Slide 72 which is
part of the Applicants' Exhibit 77

A (M. Casteel) Yes. It would be the dotted |ine
surroundi ng the CEC corri dor.

Q So the very resource studies that you' re going
to take us through analyzed, for exanple, |and use or
bi ol ogi cal resources all within that dotted |ine buffer
that surrounds the gen-tie route that's shown on Slide 72
here in the hearing roomwhich is part of our wtness
testi nony slides which have been marked as Applicants'
Exhi bit 7?2

A (M. Casteel) Correct.

Q Ckay. It looks like you're going to start us
out of with a discussion of |and use?

A (M. Casteel) Yes. So the |land use within the
study area is entirely wi thin unincorporated Apache
County. The land ownership within the study area is
primarily state |and and a portion being private.

90 percent of the CEC corridor is state trust land with
that 10 percent being privately held land that's TEP
parcels. Those areas of -- those areas are |ocated --
the private parcels associated with TEP are | ocated
around the generating station.

Q Now | think you're going to take us through your
studies and findings regarding | and use that are shown
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and detailed in Exhibit Bto the application, which is
Applicants' Exhibit 1 and al so as nmapped in the
Application Exhibit A-2?

A (M. Casteel) Correct. SWCA conpleted a
desktop |l and use inventory to identify maps and existing
sour ces, including mappi ng and ot her sources of
information to identify the existing use.

We al so conpleted a site visit in May of 2025 to
confirmthat data and to update our studies.

Overall, as we nentioned, the existing | and use
in the study area is undevel oped. W've called it vacant
on our map, but as we discussed, the study area is
primarily used for grazing, cattle ranching, but other
| and uses within the CEC corridor include utilities,
there's highway transportation or highway right-of -ways
for transportation as well as the TEP generating station.

There's other pink areas shown on the nmap.

Those are snmaller little mning areas that have happened.
But the TEP generating station up here identified in
pi nk.

CHWN STAFFORD: But those purple areas on
the southern -- | guess in the mddle and in the eastern
end of the route, those are m ning areas you sai d?

MR. CASTEEL: We've -- we saw that sone of
the hill sides have been excavated for m ning purposes,
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but they're m nor

CHWN STAFFORD:

they just -- are they --
MR. CASTEEL:
our under standi ng, no.

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER HI LL:

CHWN STAFFORD:

VMEMBER HI LL:

the existing | and use desi

VOLUME | 10/20/2025 114

in terns of the study area.

Are they active mnes? Are

Not to -- I'msorry. Not to
Ckay.

M. Chair.
Yes, Menber H I I.

But | do want to confirmthat

gnations are ones that the

county has identified or --

VR. CASTEEL:

pl anned | and use.

"Il get into that in the

MEMBER HILL: Normally I'm one step behi nd.

MR. CASTEEL: No, no.

MEMBER HI LL: But today |'m one step ahead.

MR, CASTEEL: No, you're one step ahead.
No, we'll get into that. But these are what we've
identified themas, but I'll get into planned | and use --

MEMBER HI LL: Geat.

MR, CASTEEL: -- with the conprehensive
pl an.

MEMBER HI LL: G eat.

MR. CASTEEL: As we touched on it a little
bit ago, there's grazing occurring wthin the study area
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as nore specifically along the CEC corridor. This is a
map of the -- as M. Derstine and M. Patton
identified -- the nine individual grazing | eases held by
the eight distinct grazing | essees, which the
construction inpact agreenments will be executed and -- to

make sure that construction inpacts are avoi ded or
mtigated during that tine.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Hel p ne understand. So the
grazing | eases are the ones along your corridor.
Certainly the grazing area -- the grazing | ease covers a
much broader section than just as shown on that map what
is that on page 75 there?

CHWN STAFFORD: Slide 80.

MEMBER KRYDER: 80, yeah, sorry.

| was | ooking at that and conparing it with
the application map on A-3 in the application, and that
hit my eye first. It tal ks about existing |land use on
A-3, which is on an unnunbered page than under the tab A
in the application that we were sent.

And the question | had was there's col or
codi ng existing land use, agricultural, industrial. You
poi nted out the industrial were sonme m neheads. The
Little Col orado River, transportation, utility, and
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under devel oped.

But | don't see anything on the map that is
pai nted green as though it was ag.

MR, CASTEEL: W did not identify the
grazi ng use as an existing use, but we wanted to make
sure that we provided this content right here to sort of
make sure you're aware that the project corridor is
certainly used for grazing and cattle ranchi ng and
agricul tural uses.

MEMBER KRYDER: That was the direction I
was | ooking at to try to get conpatibility between the
that map and the one A-3 in the application.

So you're saying that because this is kind
of grassland, pretty good graze actually, that the
grazi ng | eases probably go both above and bel ow your
corridor; is that correct?

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That nakes sense.
just wanted to clarify that they weren't those little
bitty pieces 200 to 500 feet w de.

MR, CASTEEL: No, what is shown on the map
Is just a subject to the CEC corridor, but there's
certainly grazing | eases that expand north and south and
in all directions.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.
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CHW STAFFORD: Speaking of agricultura
exi sting uses, back on Slide 78 | do see a tiny little
splotch of green toward the eastern end on the south edge
of the corridor.

MR. CASTEEL: We've identified those as
exi sting cattle tanks and stockyards, places where, you
know, clearly it's used for ag, agricultural purposes.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: To follow up on that, the
termcattle tank nmeans a lot of different things. This
is a netal tank or this is a | and pond.

MR, CASTEEL: Yes, this would be the, you
know, excavated outlay pond to catch --

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

MR, CASTEEL: -- catch rain, yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Do you want to, | guess, state your concl usions
regardi ng the existing | and uses and whether or not the
I nterconnection project is conpatible wth that use?

A (M. Casteel) Yes. The interconnection project
Is conpati ble wth existing uses.

Q And as you've identified, those -- those
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exi sting uses are largely grazing activities under ASLD
grazing |l eases with sone of these nore mnor, you know,
activities you' ve identified in the prior map.

A (M. Casteel) Yes. It would be conpatible with
exi sting uses because we would not restrict -- those
exi sting uses, whether they be transportation
ri ght-of-ways or existing grazing uses and/or existing
uses for utility lines, they would continue to function
as currently they are currently functioning.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just in follow ng that up,
your corridor wll not be fenced, wll it?

MR, CASTEEL: No. No, it's typically we do
not fence a transportation corridor -- or transm ssion --

MEMBER KRYDER: So you've obtained through
the proper authorities and fromthe | essees right to
build on that portion of their | eases, but after you're
gone the cattle are going to graze right up to the bottom
of the pole; right?

MR. PATTON: 1'Il take this. Yes, sir. So
the right-of-way is granted through ASLD. W work with
the grazing | essees to understand their cattle operations
to where we sequence and stage around their operations if
they have certainly considerations where they want us to
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put in a fence or typically what we're going to see is
cattl e guards.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Sure.

MR, PATTON: And we negotiate that as part
of a construction inpact agreenent. That is there's no
threshold for that, there's no test for that. It's just
us making that commtnent to the grazing | essees.

MEMBER KRYDER: Very good. | just wanted
to clarify it. Thank you.

MR. PATTON: Yes, sir.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Al right. W've covered existing |and use.

Do you want to talk about the analysis that you
perfornmed on planned | and uses?

A (M. Casteel) | do. And Menber Hill just
st epped away.

Q Oh.

A (M. Casteel) But | can continue.

CHW STAFFORD: Go ahead.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q | think you're free to proceed.

A (M. Casteel) GCkay. The planned |and uses were
identified using the Apache County conprehensive plan.
The pl anned | and uses for the study area are mapped on
the right screen on the inmage, and there's defined
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character areas established by the county's conprehensive
pl an.
CHWN STAFFORD: That's Slide 82 of
Exhi bit 7, the presentation?
MR, CASTEEL: Correct.
BY MR DERSTI NE:
Q And | was going to -- I"'mnot famliar with the
term character use. What does that nean?

A (M. Casteel) They would be called character

ar eas.
Q Char act er areas.
A (M. Casteel) So character areas are defined by

t he conprehensive plan which established the general
areas for planned land use. And I'lI|l get into that in a
m nut e.

Q Al right.

A (M. Casteel) But planned |and use in a study
area it can be characterized as continued grazing, cattle
ranchi ng, but there are provisions for |ower and higher
density devel opnents including residential, industrial,
comrercial, institutional.

The majority of the CEC corridor is |ocated
within what is defined as the range | and character area,
and that purpose is to continue to allow cattle ranching,
farm ng, and ot her ag uses.
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The other character areas are -- provide a
| arger -- nore ability for devel opnent, including density

requirenents for residential areas, but al so nmake
provi sions for higher density in certain areas.

| want to also note that on the western end of
the interconnection project around -- a little farther
east but certainly within the orange, which is the
community village character area, which provides a higher
density devel opnment planned | and use, there is sonething
call ed the Vernon area community plan, and that's a | oca
community plan. And it is advisory. It does not
establish character areas, but they have their own
| ocal -- local suggestions that they would ask that the
county pl ease consider when nmaking permtting
requirenments.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, that's the one at the
eastern end where the Substation 1 is? |Is that
characterized as community village? |Is that the one
you' re tal ki ng about ?

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah, that is defined
community village. I'msorry. |I'msorry. The western
edge.

CHWN STAFFORD: | don't see it on the --

MR, CASTEEL: W do not have it on the nmap.
It's alarge -- it's a fairly large area that would
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enconpass the -- sonme of the wind facility, but also that
community village, but it is -- it's generally set up for

basically, like, a ZIP Code or that size of an area.
CHW STAFFORD: And that's outside the
study area, so the community village doesn't appear on
Slide 8272
MR, CASTEEL: Community village is this
orange area right here.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's what | was just

asking about. | thought you said sonething to the west
of one -- there's another one to the west? 1Is that
what - -

MR. CASTEEL: There is a -- there's another
| ocal community plan that's called the Vernon area
community plan that is local in nature and provides
general goals for considering devel opnent in that area
that they asked the county to pl ease consider when meking
| arger planned | and use deci si ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Local --

MR. DERSTINE: | think the Chairmn --
M. Chairman, if | -- you're noting that the Vernon
comunity -- this Vernon area plan is at the western edge

near the starting point for the gen-tie line, and then
think the Chairman was aski ng about another area plan to
t he west?
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CHW STAFFORD: Right. To the east, |
t hi nk.

MR. DERSTINE: O to the east. I|I'msorry.
Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Because, like, where the
Substation 1 is it seens that's right in the mddle of a
community vill age.

MR. CASTEEL: So the character area where
Substation 1 is is the coommunity village character area
desi gnat ed by Apache County conprehensive plan. So
there's three character areas within our study area.

MR. DERSTINE: Can you just use your |aser
pointer and point to them

CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.

MR. CASTEEL: This is -- this is community
village, a character area defined by the conp land. This
is rural edge along 180, and then the rest is range |and.

CHW STAFFORD: And then you said there's
an additional comunity village to the west?

MR, CASTEEL: It's not a community vill age.
It's a -- the Vernon area conmunity. They -- it's called
the Vernon area conmunity pl an.

MR. DERSTINE: And where is that on the
map?

MR, CASTEEL: It's -- it's going to be

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

123



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 124

fairly large, and it's going to cover the area of Vernon,
which is several mles to the west. But it does extend
into the very western edge of our CEC corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So is that -- is
that what the community village is that's notated around
Substation 1? |Is that part of that Vernon --

MR CASTEEL: No. No it's a separate --

CHWN STAFFORD: It's a separate one.

kay. And so that was established by the
county in their conprehensive plan?

MR. CASTEEL: The character areas are
established by the county. These |local conmunity pl ans
are devel oped and adopted by Apache County.

And the Vernon area plan, it's ny
understandi ng i s adopted by the conprehensive pl an.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And what do they
plan to do in that community village area?

It seens |ike you're going to have to
nodi fy that because a substation in a wind farm don't
seem |l i ke a good place to build a house.

MR. CASTEEL: Wth -- within the community
village that's associated with the Apache County
conprehensive plan it does provide for high-density
devel opnent, institutional and industrial devel opnment.
But, yes, the Vernon area community plan i s suggesting
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that it is maintaining its residential character and its
open space aesthetics or its environnent.

So there is -- the Apache County conmunity
pl an does note that there are conflicts in some cases
bet ween what is existing and what is planned even between
the character areas and other -- these smaller | ocal
communi ty pl ans.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. |Is that -- but
that's still all on state trust |land, though, isn't it?
It's like a little block of private land I think.

MR. CASTEEL: |In that area, our study area
is entirely state trust |and, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: There's a bl ock of private
| and just to the west of that; correct?

MR, CASTEEL: That woul d be private, yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. And then you talked
about the rural edge character area al ong the 180.

MR. CASTEEL: Yeah, rural edge is planned
for |lower residential devel opnent, |ower density
resi dential devel opnent, which suggests that they would
like to see that devel opnent al ong highways. So it would
be -- it has specific density requirenents per acre --
per acre density, but it is proposed for devel opnent --
pl anned for devel opnent.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. But it's not al ong
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the 180. But they're not going to build houses al ong the
Little Col orado Ri ver, though, obviously.

MR. CASTEEL: The character area is set --
that is the defined character area, but that would be up
to the county to issue those permts if --

CHW STAFFORD: Well, it's on state trust
| and. Wbuldn't they have to --

MR, CASTEEL: Well, that -- that is a good
question. It would be difficult to develop a residenti al
devel opnent on state trust |and, correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. Okay. Thank you.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So | guess the first step in |ooking at planned
| and use was to | ook at the county's conprehensive plan
and then these various character area and/or community
pl ans, and you've al ready acknow edged that there's
sone - -

MEMBER KRYDER: WMatt.

MR. DERSTINE: |'msorry?

MEMBER KRYDER: Get into your m crophone
over there.

MR. DERSTI NE:  Yeabh.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q You' ve acknow edged there's sonme conflict

bet ween the conprehensive plan and sone of these other
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community plans; correct?

A (M. Casteel) Yeah. |In sone cases there would
be sonme conflict.

Q Okay. | guess to the point of it's hard to
reconcile a residential plan with | ow density with
i ndustrial uses. Those don't seemto go together, but so
you have those overl apping plans that at |east that you
consi dered and understand thenf

A (M. Casteel) Yes. They considered the planned
| and use, yes.

Q Ckay. So in addition to |ooking at the -- these
various plans, conprehensive plan, et cetera, you then
al so sent out sonme letters to various |andowners and
jurisdictions inquiring about future planned or planned
| and uses; is that right?

A (M. Casteel) Correct. As part of the
Exhibit Hin the CEC application we sent out letters
requesting information on existing and planned | and uses
to 24 different jurisdictions and stakeholders to include
| ocal, county, and state and federal agencies.

Q And what did you hear back?

A (M. Casteel) W received one letter back from
Arizona Ganme and Fi sh Departnent.

Q So that didn't really go to a planned | and use,
but it was nore to Arizona Gane and Fish Departnent's, |
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guess, various areas of concern regarding inpact to fish
and wildlife?

A (M. Casteel) Correct. The letter was
extremely hel pful, and Ms. Casteel will reflect on that
in her testinony related to biological resources.

Q But it didn't really identify any sort of
pl anned | and use that, you know, Gane and Fi sh was
considering? It was nore in terns of biologica
resour ces?

A (M. Casteel) Correct. No, it did not -- did
not aid in the planned | and use di scussi on.

Q Ckay. So based on all the things that you
revi ewed, what were your conclusions regardi ng whet her
the project is conpatible with planned | and uses within
the project area?

A (M. Casteel) Qur findings that the
I nterconnection project is consistent with existing and
pl anned | and uses. It does not conflict wth planned
| and uses related to grazing or utilities or
transportation. It is consistent wth the Apache County
| and use zoni ng.

Again, it does not preclude any of these
exi sting or planned |and uses that are currently or would
be initiated in the study area or the CEC corridor.

Q And in general, the interconnection project is
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conpatible with the Apache County conprehensive pl an?
A (M. Casteel) Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And then -- but these --

t he planned | and uses by the county |i ke the conmunity
vill age, range |and, and rural edge, those -- unless they
purchase or |lease the land fromthe State Land
Departnent, nothing could happen along those |lines in any
of these places, could they not?

MR, CASTEEL: There would | suppose be
scenari os where an individual would need to either --
yes, purchase the land or initiate a | ease or easenent
wth State Land for a commercial facility or sonme other
type of facility. But, yes, there would have to be a
process with State Land first before sone of the uses
woul d -- planned | and uses could be conpl et ed.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Ckay. On this planned | and
use, help nme understand on the character areas.

MR, PATTON: The rural edge and the
comrunity village, since both are under state |land trust,
how can the county plan | and use for these areas?
understand that they could get a -- purchase it or what
you just described. But how can they go ahead and make
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pl ans when they don't have the | and?

MR, CASTEEL: Well, it's a good point. |
woul d just say that the conprehensive plan does cover
uni ncor por at ed Apache County. So they have suggested a
pl anned | and use within their county. How that would
cone about, yeah, there would certainly be sone nore
processes that would have to happen to initiate certain
types of devel opnment on state trust |and.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

It sounds to ne like -- you know, |ike
we're still waiting for the big earthquake in California
so we can have oceanfront property in Arizona. This is
what it sounds like to ne.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'m curious, what was the
date that was -- that you | ooked at for the Apache County
conprehensive plan? Wen was the last tine that was
updat ed?

MR. CASTEEL: 2019 is what is avail able.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So it's six -- six years
ol d? Do you know when they're going to update it next?

MR. CASTEEL: [|'mnot sure, but | would
anticipate that they would do so. But |I'm not aware of
any date that it would be -- a new version would be
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avai | abl e.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: But that's not -- you
don't know -- you don't think that'll happen w thin your
construct tinme, the applicants' construct tine.

MR. CASTEEL: | can't say, no.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Anyt hi ng el se you wanted to add on the pl anned
| and use and your anal ysis whether or not the project is
conpati ble with planned | and uses wi thin our project
area?

A (M. Casteel) No, |I do not.

Q So M. Casteel covered | and use.

Ms. Casteel, you're going to cover the
bi ol ogi cal resources that were analyzed and included in
our application under Exhibits C and D

Do | have that right?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes.

Q Ckay.

A (Ms. Casteel) So the biological resources, like
you mentioned, were covered in Exhibits C and D for the
appl i cation.

Exhibit C being the areas of biological wealth
and special status species. And Exhibit D being the
general wldlife and vegetation. So I'll go through each
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of those categories in the follow ng slides.

In order to do the assessnents for both the
speci al status and general wildlife, we start with a
review of data during a desktop review And that
i ncl udes sources fromFish and Wldlife and Gane and
Fi sh.

And then if there are any prior studies that are
done in the area, we review those as well to provide sonme
background i nformati on on species that may be present and
what the general ecological setting is for the area.

And then after the desktop review, we will -- we
conducted a field survey. W went out specifically for
this project for the study area and reviewed that in
Novenber 2024 and begin in May 2025.

Q And what do you do on that field survey?

A (Ms. Casteel) W viewthe |ocal vegetation and
get better a understanding of the ecol ogical setting and
whet her there is habitat that is appropriate for special
st at us speci es.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A question, M. Casteel. |
was | ooking in the application on page C-2, and it talks
about the avian use surveys. It reads -- one sentence
let me read to you, "Two years of avian use surveys
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conducted nonthly at fixed points distributed throughout
the wind facility from January 2021 through
Decenber 2022."

And | was wondering what is an avi an use
survey that woul d be done nonthly?

MS. CASTEEL: | would have to get details,
| guess, fromny biologist on what exactly that entails.
But so I'lIl have to follow up exactly on what that is.
But that was specific to the wind facility, not for the
i nt erconnecti on project.

MEMBER KRYDER: Was it -- do you know if it
was -- you set a nonitor or a ganme nonitor of sonme sort
out or was it human sightings or do you know any of that?

M5. CASTEEL: Let nme -- let ne confer --

MEMBER KRYDER. Talk with the --

M5. CASTEEL: -- and I'll get back to you.

MEMBER KRYDER: Sure. Ckay. That will be
good.

Wiile | have you there, nmay | ask anot her
guestion, M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly.

MEMBER KRYDER: (Goi ng down page C- 2, it
tal ked about native plant inventories for the
I nterconnection project in Novenber 2024.

Agai n, how many surveyors went out? O, |
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nmean, that's a big area. You have 30 mles. And did
you -- did you walk all 30 mles or how did you do this?

M5. CASTEEL: | can speak a little bit
about that.

So we follow Arizona state trust | and
departnent protocol for the native plant inventory, and
that allows for sanple plots and then extrapolation to
the full area, so we go out there and we sanple specific
pl ots and do our vegetation counts and then extrapol ate
for the full area.

MEMBER KRYDER: So it said that this was
done during one nonth. Back of the envel ope how many
nati ve plants species are out there? Are we talking

about 10 or 100, 0007

M5. CASTEEL: | can't speak to a specific
nunber right now. | can let you know the native plant
inventory is still in developnment. So because of sone --
it covers the wnd as well, and there's sone project area

changes. And so the report itself is not finalized, but
there's sone information | can get fromit and | can get
back to you

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. There are 244 native
pl ant species noted in Apache County.

| didn't know if all 244 of those would
show up in your survey? |f so, that sounds to nme, |iKke,
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nore than a nonth to find out. And | was wondering, so,
yeah, 1'd be | ooking forward to sone under st andi ng about
native plants. W farnmers | ook at the plants before the
cows eat them

MS. CASTEEL: Yeah, | can find you sone
informati on and get back to you on that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And then for -- you
woul dn't be able to construct anything on state trust
| and until those surveys are conplete, would you not?

M5. CASTEEL: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. A quick question
| ooking at Slide 89, it says you consulted the United
States Forest and Wldlife Service information for
pl anni ng and consultati on system

Are you able to access that?

M5. CASTEEL: For -- sorry. The -- so for
the -- you nmean the fish and wldlife systenf

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. Fish and wldlife.

MS. CASTEEL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: | think |I said forest and
wildlife.

M5. CASTEEL: Yeah. Yes, so we were able
to access that at the tine of the study, and so | know
right nowit's restricted for wnd projects, but it was
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sonething we were able to access previously. And so we
did get a -- the IPaC results, and that -- | believe I
show that in a couple slides. So we'll see that.

But that resulted in the identification of
ni ne species that Fish and Wldlife recomended
addi ti onal evaluation. And based on our evaluations, six
of those species nay be present or may occur. And |'|
go through each of those species.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then the Arizona
Game and Fish, their online tool, did it reveal the sane
species as the IPaC, the information for planning and
consul tation systen?

M5. CASTEEL: The Arizona Gane and Fish
dat abase provides different species. Those are the state
i sted species, including species of greatest
conservation need, SGCNs, and that | will also detail

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Ms. Casteel, | canme back as
qui ckly as | coul d.

And |'m just --

MEMBER KRYDER. A little closer to your
m cr ophone, pl ease, N cole.

MEMBER HILL: So are you -- have you wal ked
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us through the Arizona Gane and Fi sh pieces that are
applicable to this project yet?

MS. CASTEEL: Not yet, no.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Perfect. | cane back
in perfect tinme.

MS. CASTEEL: Yeah. | will go through the
various areas of biological wealth, the various
Endanger ed Speci es Act species as well the Arizona state
| i sted species of greatest conservation need.

And we'll talk about what's out there, what
the inpacts m ght be and then what m nim zati on neasures
woul d be inplenented including ones that were recommended
by Gane and Fi sh.

MEMBER HI LL: Super. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Derstine,
about how nuch nore testinony can you get through in the
next nine m nutes?

| intend to take a recess from5 to 5:30 to
prepare for the public comment that wll start at 5: 30.

O is this a good spot to stop and then
come back to after the tour?

MR. DERSTINE: Well, Ms. Casteel, you tel
us. Are you able to -- do you want to take us through
Exhibit Cin the next nine mnutes or is there too nuch
to cover within that tinme?
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MS. CASTEEL: Definitely too nmuch to do the
full C. But | can speak a little bit about the areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth. | think I can get through the
di scussion of at least the Little Colorado River, so
that'll give sone context for tonorrow.

BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q So you covered the field studies that were
perforned in support of your analysis for Exhibits C and
D. And | think you were going to turn to the -- | guess
t he st akehol der outreach you did with U S. Fish and
Wldlife and Arizona Gane and Fi sh.

Have you covered that yet?

A (Ms. Casteel) A little bit. So we did include
Fish and Wldlife and Gane and Fi sh during our
st akehol der outreach. Gane and Fish has coordinated with
us since 2022, so there's been a few years of
coordi nati on back and forth both with the interconnection
project as well as the wind and solar facilities.

The Gane and Fi sh has recommended a series of
things including follow ng construction best practices
for wildlife construction, preconstruction surveys,
foll owi ng the avian power line interaction conmttee or
APLI C gui delines, and then al so preparing conservation
and preconstruction pl ans.

Those were the recommendati ons that applied to
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the interconnection project, and I'l|l be speaking nore to
those as they apply to specific areas of biol ogical
weal th and/ or species as the presentati on goes on.

Q So do you want to at |east start us off or get
as far as you can concerning your findings regarding
areas of --

MEMBER KRYDER: | can't hear you, Matt.
BY MR DERSTI NE:

Q Ch, do you want to start us off with your
findings on areas of biological wealth as detailed in
Exhi bit C?

A (Ms. Casteel) Yes. So areas of biol ogical
wealth are any habitat, feature, or l|ocation that m ght
serve to provide inportant, unique, or concentrated
resources for wildlife or plants.

Wthin the study area, we identified five areas
of biological wealth. That includes the Little Col orado
Ri ver corridor, the Coyote-Mami e terrestrial -- it's a
conservation opportunity area, COA -- two diffuse
novenment areas, and one | andscape novenent area.

The Little Colorado River includes three
di fferent designated areas. The areas overlap the river
corridor, and they're all napped here in different shades
of blue and turquoise. And they include a riparian
w ldlife novenent area and two conservati on opportunity
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areas. They all generally provide goals for enabling or
I nprovi ng novenent of terrestrial and aquatic species.
So it's simlar goals for the three different areas.

CHW STAFFORD: And all five of these are
di spl ayed on the map on Slide 96 of Exhibit 7; correct?

M5. CASTEEL: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5. CASTEEL: So the three that follow the
Little Col orado Ri ver overlap each other. And then it
| ooks like tonorrow |'I1 be tal king about the
Coyot e- Mam e conservati on opportunity area as well as the
di ffuse novenent areas and the | andscape novenent area.

So |l think I"'mgoing to leave it there, but
open to questions so far.

CHW STAFFORD: Do nenbers have any
guestions for the next four m nutes?

MEMBER KRYDER: Is this where you --

M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: |Is this where you were
going to talk about that little jig jag up there in the
ri ght-hand corner?

CHWN STAFFORD: ©Ch for the -- no, that's
going to up in the cultural resources section.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. |I'msitting on the
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edge of ny chair waiting.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair, if | may.

s this a flyway or byway?

M5. CASTEEL: The Little Colorado River is
inportant for mgratory birds and vari ous special status
species birds. And that will be covered in additiona
slides tonorrow. And there wll be neasures taken to try
to mnimze the inpact on birds using that as a mgration
corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe there are
multiple spots in the application that nmention the word
"bird diverters."

Al right, well, it's alnost five o' cl ock.
Let's take a recess and cone back at 5:30 to start taking
public comment.

| can get with the AV team and nake sure
t hey have the signup sheets ready and the -- we're al
set to go for public coment.

So with that we stand in recess till 5:30.

MR. DERSTI NE: Thank you.

(Recess from4:57 p.m to 5:31 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record. Nowis the tinme set for public coment on
the line siting case 250.
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This is public comment. This is not the
opportunity for public comenters to ask questions of the
commttee or the applicant. |It's just for you to voice
your concerns and have them be on the record before the
court reporter.

"Il rem nd everyone the ex parte rule is
in effect. The nmenbers can't discuss the nerits of the
case with the parties or the public. However, the
applicant is free to answer any questions posed to it
fromthe public.

Wth that, let's begin with Mnica
Boehning. And |'m not sure |I'm pronounci ng your | ast
nanme correctly, but it's spelled B-o-e-h-n-i-n-g.

M5. BOEHNING Yes, sir, that is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. So please cone
to the podium and then once you -- everyone wll have
three mnutes to make their comments. Once you start
speaking they will start the tinmer, and then | wll |et
you know when your tinme is up.

M5. BOEHNI NG Good evening, M. Chair and
Committee. |'m Moni ca Boehning, a 43-year resident of
Springerville-Eagar. | submtted one of the |limted
appearances for this hearing.

| speak with graduate education and
38 years' professional experience in natural resources
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managenent, nostly here in these |local forest, woodl and
and grassl and ecosystens. | know Arizona | aw grants you
no authority over wind farns, only over this transm ssion
l'ine.

But intent of the CEC statute is to protect
the full environnment of a project area. Because this
i nterconnection line is proposed through the m ddl e of
the wind farm these two projects cannot be ecologically
vi ewed separately as each one is tied to the other within
the sane environnent.

In each of ny six witten subm ssions to
your docket, |'ve addressed the gen-tie application with
scientific facts, followed by points nade fromthose
facts pertinent to the CEC factors for this gen-tie |ine.

| see sone of you have been able to read
them plus hopefully all supporting info. | nade
geol ogy, vol canology the focus of nmy limted appearance.

Key attachnents to it are four letters with
two color maps by the scientists who have studied the
Springerville volcanic field for decades.

It's critical for you to read their
letters, as they express serious concerns agai nst damage
and permanent destruction to those lava flows. Drilling
multiple test holes only causes nore irreparabl e damage.

Very i nportant research needs to continue
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there. The applicant failed to address the geol ogy of
this area's quite unstable bedrock, which these letters
explain in detail.

This volcanic field is uniquely different
fromothers that have simlar projects built on them |In
my wat er paper, | stress the applicant neglected to
di scl ose how nmuch additional groundwater depletion wl|l
occur to build their gen-tie line.

In ny soils paper | stressed their
application is totally | acking any soils survey info, so
| point out how very shallow and fragile the soils are in
the volcanic field, only six to 30 inches deep, but took
t housands of years to formand are very easily eroded by
wi nd and water.

In my vegetation paper | explain why
mai nt ai ni ng plant cover is crucial for keeping the soi
in place and that their plant survey done only in
Novenber of '24 was very fl awed.

For exanple, on Cctober 18 of that year
| ast year we had our first hard frost. Then we got 3.5
i nches of snow overni ght on Novenber 3 and another four
i nches of snow on Novenber 6, and they did field surveys
on Novenber 13th and 14th. Mst of those plants had
di sappeared by then.

In my eagle take permts paper, | show why
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it's premature for the conpany to assunme there's no
federal NEPA nexus. They showed nothing witten by Fish
and Wldlife Service to that effect.

In ny applicants experience paper, | show

why this gen-tie project cannot likely neet the stated

obj ecti ve.

| also highlight this conpany's efforts to
| ook like they'|ll neet the letter of the | aw w t hout
effort actually nmeet the content -- conply with the

intent of the | aw

CHWN STAFFORD: That's your tine,
Ms. Boehning. Thank you.

M5. BOEHNI NG  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Up next we have Mark
Sei pke, Mark with a K, S-e-i-p-k-e.

Pl ease let ne know if |'m pronouncing that
correctly or not.

MR, SEIPKE: OCh, you've done better than
nost people in ny life.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. SEI PKE: Conm ssion, we thank you for
taking your time to listen to us. You know, at first |
got to apologize to you. | got to apologize to you
because you don't, | think nost of you, nmaybe all of you
do not have the opportunity to live in Apache County.
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It's a great county.

And | got to apologize to you for the
applicant. They're going to take you on a route tonorrow
to see it where they should have took you just the
opposite way for you to get the best view That's okay.

| ama little bit nervous. |'mnot usually
speaking. |'ve been doing it in one formor another for
40 years. But |'ve never represented approxi mtely 1800
people. This is the signatures of 1800 -- approxi mately
1800 people fromour community who do not want this
gen-ti e done.

And why don't they want it done? W just
live in the dark ages up here. W don't understand the
need for data centers. O we just don't care. And it's
none of it. It has nothing to do with any of that.

And | understand that you have to nake
deci si ons based upon facts, surveys, statenents, truth
that 1s presented to you concerning this project.

But these people when they |look at it, they
don't see this sinulation. They don't see what it m ght
| ook |Iike. They don't see the factors that are being
presented. They see their ground. They see one of the
nost beautiful parts of this county being destroyed
visually. And for what?

There's |l ots of places this could go. Not

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025

in the corridor of what our county gets nobst of its
funding from tourism Please vote against this. |'m
going to | eave ny county here.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Seipke. Up
next we have Mark Ostermann. Another Mark with a K
Os-t-e-r-ma-n-n. And, again, if | mspronounce
anyone's nane, please correct ne.

MR. OSTERMANN. My nane is Mark GOstermann,
I'"'ma property owner and a resident of Apache County.
First, 1'd like to say that if this power line is
approved it will be the heart and lifeline of one of the
nost controversial issues that ever hit Apache County.

Apache County is a pretty rural area, and a
| ot of people don't like to go to governnment neetings and
a lot of themcan't even afford to drive to them So
nyself along with about half a dozen other people have
tal ked with thousands of residents up here in the | ast
year and a half.

We did so so we could relay their opinions
to the agencies that are responsible for permtting this
proj ect.

The thing is, these people that we have
found the overwhelmng majority of them they do not want
t hese renewabl e energy farnms in this area for many good
reasons.
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To be fair, though, there has been a few
people that do want themand they're nostly in two snall
groups, the so-called Geenies for |ack of a better term
who hope this will lead to the shutdown of the power
pl ants, which we know that won't happen.

And then there's a few | arge | andowners and
several businesses that want them so they can nmake nobney
off of them Now tourism including hunting, is for a
| ot of residents how they make their living up here. And
in case you didn't know, Apache County has the | owest
medi an househol d incone in the state, and they are one of
the lowest in the country.

If these things go in, their incone wll
drop, the property values will drop, and that's going to
hurt the public out here. And | know Repsol has surveys
that show this won't happen, but the thing about surveys
is if | had their noney, | could do the sane surveys and
the surveys would be just the opposite. So the surveys
are kind of a null point.

The people that are here, they live here
because they love this area, and they're not the only
ones. This is a destination point for many Arizonans to
come and enjoy the beauty of this area. But before | run
out of time there's one thing I1'd like to do, and 1'd
like to paint a picture of a different perspective of
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what i s going on right now.

There's a large nmultiple billion dollar
gl obal corporation standing out there and it's got a gun
poi nted at Apache County. Why? They want to make their
noney here and they don't care what the public thinks.

But the thing is that corporation doesn't have any
bullets for that gun yet.

But one of those bullets is in this room
right nowin this coomttee's hands. So the question is
what are you going to do with that bullet? They need
that bullet. Are you going to keep it and let this
county, the environnment and the public stay like it is?

O are you going to give it to themand |et
t hem make their noney and danmage this area for decades to
come even though Chairman Thonpson wwote in his Septenber
"25 letter that the power grid needs reliable and
dependabl e energy for the future, which renewabl es
aren't.

And al so the power plants are not obligated
to take these. They neet all their standards right now
so they don't have to do it.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's your tine,

M. Gsternmann.
MR. OSTERMANN:. Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
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Kristin Spillman, S-p-i-l-l-ma-n. K-r-i-s-t-i-n.

M5. SPILLMAN: That's correct.

Thank you, Conmittee, for being here this
evening and this week and taking the time to address our
I ssues that we have up here with the line siting
commttee.

My nane is Kristin Spillman, I'ma
resident, registered voter and business owner in
Springerville, Arizona. | have lived in the Wite
Mount ai ns for 19 years.

| brought with ne today, on the back of
Mar k Sei pke's petitions, a stack of over 900 letters
signed by residents, honeowners, |andowners, part-tine
residents and visitors of local comunities in the Wite
Mount ai ns. These have been coll ected over the past
18 nont hs.

Sonme are handwitten, sone are form
letters, and sonme are froma secure website collection
page. Mbst had been sent to the Apache -- excuse ne, to
the Arizona Corporation Commission in |ate 2024, but we
recei ved no response or feedback, so | bring themto you
t oday.

So I'm standing here with over 900 nen,
worren and children who care deeply about their |ocal
communities that would greatly be affected by the Lava
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Run wi nd and sol ar projects and the connective
transm ssion lines. | nade a prom se to every one of
these witers that | would deliver themto the right
people at the right tine, and | hope that's you.

Most fol ks could not comrute the 100-pl us
mles to be here today. The letters express opposition
to Lava Run and the connective gen-tie line in Apache
County for many reasons, such as environnent al
devastation, wildlife sensitivity, including endangered
speci es and mgratory paths.

Econom ¢ repercussions to our tourist
i ndustry, visual inpacts for hundreds of square mles as
well as cultural and historical site destruction.

The transmi ssion line stretching across the
beauti ful corridor comng into Springerville in no way
fits with the breathtaking | andscapes. Local residents
i ncluding nyself formed a grassroots organization and
started collecting these letters wth a small outreach
group.

When Repsol, Apache Wnd, Lava Run, first
calling thensel ves Connect Gen, plans were publicly yet
quietly comng to light in southern Apache County, we
knew educati on on wi nd and solar projects in their nanes
were courting the comunities surrounding these projects.

Repsol 's a global oil conpany, and we don't
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really need to have themin their backyard. W do not
need a 29-mle connective line going froma wi nd farm
that is unnecessary with our coal plants and upcom ng
nat ural conversion, and we do not need to weck our
count rysi des.

| respectfully ask that you deny the CEC
application submtted by the GC Apache County Wnd to
preserved our open spaces, and | hope you enjoy the tour
of the countryside tonorrow. Thank you very nmuch for
bei ng here.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. If you have
docunents that you're bringing in, you need to file those
with the Conm ssion. You can't introduce those as
exhibits at the hearing because you're not parties.

So if you want to -- you're -- feel free to
file those with the Conm ssion. You could scan themin
or you can nmail themin.

M5. SPILLMAN:  Absol utely.

CHW STAFFORD: \What ever your preference
woul d be. Thank you.

MR. SPILLMAN:  And may | ask, should I also
take M. Seipke's with nme?

CHW STAFFORD: | can't -- they have to
be -- you can't introduce exhibits at the hearing, but
' msaying you, M. Seipke, are free to file themwth
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t he Conm ssi on.

MS. SPILLMAN: Thank you, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Up next we have
Loui sa Quintana. Qu-i-n-t-a-n-a.

M5. QUI NTANA: Good eveni ng, Chairnan,
Arizona Corporation Conm ssion, and Siting Commttee.

| " m Loui sa Quintana, a resident and teacher
of Round Valley in Apache County. | would like to
address the 29-mle transm ssion project with [ and
ownership in many entities invol ved.

Affected by this project will be private
| andowners, ranchers, and residents of Apache County.

O her entities are in and out to attend to their jobs on
the field.

Some do not |ive here. The corporate
conmpani es such as Lava Run who want to bring this
infrastructure to our area, they cone in, they | eave,
they do their job and they go to their peaceful domains
where they are not affected by |large transm ssion |ines,
w nd turbines or solar projects. This is not a
state-of-the-art project. Can we please | ook at this?
The guidelines for this project are requiring only a
one-m | e radius.

The | and use and inpacts range many m |l es
outside of the study. This is not acceptable. By the
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communities and the surrounding areas, it is not
acceptable, as they will be inpacted by this project.

Ar chaeol ogi cal, historical, environnmental
and sacred native lands are of history and out of your
one-mle study. Please do the right thing. This project
is an exploitation of native tribal |ands by corporate
greed. Please do your part in protecting and studyi ng
this project, as your decisions can change the lives of
many.

The Department of Interior nust be brought
to the table and invol ved with your scope of work, as
there are many conplex restrictions, obligations,
statutes and regul ations. The governnent naintains
judiciary responsibilities to protect Native Anerica
assets and resources.

Tribes are sovereign. Tribes can only be
di m ni shed by Congress, not corporations who choose to
platform to cone in and performin and only have parti al
areas studi ed.

These are sacred | ands, waters, and so on.
The views of these tribes in our areas nust be consi dered
to the siting commttee and Arizona Corporate Conm ssion.
We are naned Apache County. The tribes fromthis area
have a deep connection to their ancestral |ands, which
are rich in wldlife and natural resources.
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The rights of Mther Earth, desecration of
sacred sites. Destruction on |lands and waters. The
protection and nurturing tribal sovereignty is very
important. The waters of the Little Col orado nust be
pr ot ect ed.

Pl ease consi der the people, the children,
the future of many. The environnment is what we | eave.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Ms. Qui ntana.

M5. QUI NTANA: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Your time is up. Up next
we have Barbara Norton. N-o-r-t-o-n. Please correct ne
if I"m m spronouncing or msspelling your nane.

M5. NORTON: Good evening, Chairman and
Committee. | am Barbara Norton, a 25-year resident of
Springerville, located in the heart of the beautiful
White Mountains that which nmany are bl essed to call hone.

Environnmental quality is heartfelt concern
for residents in Apache County, especially District 3.
Approval of these vast transm ssion |ines spanning
29 mles of our open vistas requires a conplete review of
the conpatibility with the environnent in this area
including the fragile Springerville volcanic bed where
the foundations will be constructed.

The volcanic field has been studied by
vol canol ogi sts fromaround the world. It wll be
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irreparably damaged by this project.

Full conpliance with existing | aws
i ncludi ng the National Environnental Policy Act, the
Endangered Species Act, the National Preservation Act and
the Wlderness Act is an absolute nust. It nust conply
or it would be unlawful and violate the protections these
acts provide.

This area is rich with resources, wldlife
and bird species, many of which use the proposed area for

their mgrations. This gen-tie project nust be eval uated

for the disputable inpacts -- indisputable inpacts to our
delicate soil, limted water resources, air, plant, and
w ldlife. Including endangered and protected species,

even the awe-inspiring bald eagle.

This transm ssion line along with the w nd
and solar projects will result in habitat fragnmentation.
An in-depth environnmental assessnment by an inpartial and
conpletely neutral party nust be required.

Once the environnment is disturbed it is
virtually inpossible to restore it to its naturally
occurring integrity. The effects will be prol onged,
| asti ng for decades and beyond.

The m gration -- excuse ne -- the
m tigation neasures proposed for this project are grossly
I nadequate. Committee Menbers, | respectfully point out
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the true reason for this project. It is about the
financial greed. No true heartfelt concern for our

envi ronnent, our culture, our local econony or the people
that call this nountain hone.

Repsol and the associ ated conpanies w |
build, sell, and | eave wi thout concern for what they
| eave in their wake. Please represent us, the public.

Pl ease use the utnost care as you review
all aspects of this project. It will forever change our
unpar al | el ed | andscape, having a detrinmental inpact on
the environnent in the Wiite Mountains. Respectfully, |
ask that you conpletely stop this project and deny their
CEC for the Lava Run 29-mle transm ssion |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Your tine is
up. Up next we have Roxanne Knight, K-n-i-g-h-t.

M5. KNI GHT: Good afternoon, M. Chairmn

and nmenbers of the Conm ssion and all of you who are

her e.
Am | speaking | oudly enough? Can you hear?
CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.
M5. KNIGHT: |'mgetting old and ny voice
is going, so I'"IIl try.
| "' m Roxanne Knight. |'mthe matriarch,

guess, of a four-generation ranching famly here in
Apache County in the exact area that you' re tal king about

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME | 10/20/2025
these transm ssion lines and wndmlls for.
| represent our famly and | think the
opinions -- well, | know the opinions of many, many ot her

ranchers in the area. If you want to know what the
environnent is, the environnmental studies m ght include
talking to sone of the ranchers who are on the land. And
| do want to go on record as saying | and nost of the
ranchers | know are vehenently opposed to this entire
proj ect, and we woul d ask your consideration of the many
reasons you're hearing for that.

Ranchers don't just care for the land --
nmean, care for the cattle for a profit. W care for the
| and, too and, in fact, we are assigned to be steward of
the land. W feel, by god, but also by the State Land
Depart nment .

We are to care for the land and we do. W
nmonitor it constantly. W check the -- the variety of
plant growth on it, the condition of plant growth, the
rainfall, many, nmany things.

We provide water. The -- we take that very
seriously, and we're constantly nonitoring the condition
of the land. W do various conservation projects, water
devel opnents, and protect it every way we can agai nst
vandal i sm and any ki nd of deterioration, and we believe
that this transmssion line and the wind farns w |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

158



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 159

deteriorate the | and.

| don't care what kind of mtigation they
tal k about. Qur land here is very special, very fragile,
nost of it is shallow volcanic soil, as you heard, there

are fractures under nmany of the volcanic cones. And our

land, | know frombeing on it for alnost ny entire life
and ny famly for four generations on it, | know that
that soil is very delicate.

| f sonme errant hunter or sonebody just goes
out in a pickup and drives across where there's not
al ready an established road, | can about guarantee that
nine tinmes out of ten we will see that road as a gully
wthin just a few years. The soil is very fragile.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Ms. Knight.

M5. KNI GHT: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Up next we have Heat her
Lee. | don't think |I need to spell that. L-e-e.

M5. LEE: It was easy. All right. Good
evening. M nane is Heather Lee. |'m speaking on behalf
of the Apache Natural Resource Conservation District
Board of Supervisors. The Apache NRCD is a | ocal
subdi vi sion of the State of Arizona, recognized for its
expertise in conservation, responsible use of |land, soil,
wat er, and resources.

For over 80 years our district has worked
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w th | andowners and agencies to ensure that projects in
the region are developed in a way that naintains the
heal th and productivity of our natural resources.

Qur board would like to formally request
that the Apache NRCD be included in the ongoing
coordi nati on and consul tation throughout the Repsol
project, and specifically in the line siting permt
revi ew process.

| ncl udi ng the |l ocal NRCD hel ps ensure that
nat ural resource consideration such as soil health,
erosi on control, watershed projection, range |and
managenent are all part of the early decision-naking and
pl anni ng and not an afterthought.

W woul d also like to recommend that the
transm ssion |ine be placed wwth the existing TEP
Navopache power |ine easenent, at |east where it crosses
the Little Colorado River.

Uilizing an existing corridor mnimzes
t he new di sturbance, reduces the fragnmentation of range
land and wildlife habitat, and it protects the watershed
while maintaining the integrity of the |andscape.

Qur goal is to provide |ocal technica
insight in coordinating with the county, state and

project partners to help ensure that all the devel opnent

Is conpatible wth ong-term natural resource nmanagenent.
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The Apache NRCD Arizona operates under
Arizona state statute to advise and assist in
conservation planning and we are ready to serve that role
her e.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide
i nput and | ook forward to continued collaboration to
ensure that | ocal conservation priorities are recognized
and respected throughout the process. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Deni se Harris.
Ha-r-r-i-s. Denise is De-n-i-s-e

M5. HARRI'S: Thank you for com ng. And
pl ease listen. |'mup here with a paper that | haven't
witten anything down on, they just asked ne to give ny
comment s.

I"ma lifetime resident of Apache County.
My not her's nmai den nane was Eagar. M/ nmaiden nanme was
W I | bank, they are both founding famlies from Apache
County who were pioneers in the area.

As you know, the | ast few years we've been
havi ng a very severe drought, and | feel that this
project they're putting through here will nake nmatters
much worse for us. Qur ranchers are having a hard tine
even finding water for their cattle. And we depend on
t hese ranchers. W depend on the recreation that we have
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her e.

We used to -- ny father owned a ranch
bet ween Springerville and St. Johns, and we would drive
the cattle up there every summer. We would have a cattle
drive. Right through this area that you' re proposing to
put these wwndmlls and these |ines. What a beautiful
site that was to go on that ride and drive those cattle
up there in that beautiful nountain.

My heart is in Apache County. | love it.
My father was in the Navy and he travel ed around the
world. And when he got out of the Navy he settled back
i n Apache County. And soneone asked him why do you
choose to |live here? And he said this is the nost
beauti ful place on earth. And it is.

And | plead with you, please do your
studi es, do your work, listen to us citizens. W don't
want a butte erased. W |love our county. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Howard Harris.

MR HARRIS: |'m Howard Harris, resident of
Apache County. Eagar, Arizona. |'ve been there
40 years. |I'mmarried into the famly that settled that

town it's naned after. Al the cowboys and the cattle
nmen and everything around there that nade a living off of
this land, and we don't want this eyesore to go across
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our | and.

It wll affect our future because we have
many, nany people conme up there and spend the sumrers.
And they enjoy it. They don't want to cone up and | ook
at a bunch of windmlls and power |ines especially around
the Little Colorado Valley. |It's real precious to all of
us that live there. W rking for different conpanies and
everybody always told ne the sane thing, they noved
there, they love it and they're not going to be anywhere
el se except for the cenetery. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Christine Saffell.
S-a-f-f-e-I-I.

MS. SAFFELL: Good evening to each of you.
I"'mChris Saffell from Eagar, Arizona, for over 43 years.
And I'm here to give voice to those who are unable to
speak for thenselves against the proposed Lava Run
i nterconnection project, and the CEC application on
behal f of the birds and bats of this area.

As a resident |andowner, | value the
natural world that surrounds us as it is appreciated,
respected, protected and preserved for us and future
generations. Flying birds and bats don't stop at
imaginary lines drawn in the sky. In flying through the
w nd farmthey can easily also fly through the corridor
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of the gen-tie |ine.

St udi es suggest that power |ine birds and
bat deaths range in the mllions each year and that w nd
turbines kill four to 11 birds and 12 to 19 bats per
nmegawatt capacity per year in the United States, so Lava
Run's 500- negawatt wi nd farm can be expected to kill
approximately 4,000 birds and 7,700 bats.

This is a rough estimte and act ual
nortality rates for birds and bats vary dependi nhg upon
the location, species' mgratory routes, breeding areas,
habitat and design of the transmi ssion |ines and w nd
farms.

Pl ease note that predators quite often
consune carcasses of the dead birds and bats from power
line and wi nd farm deat hs before humans can find any
remai ns to be counted.

Bird species with poor frontal vision or
| ow maneuverability are at risk of collisions with power
lines and towers that can be difficult to see even at
180 feet tall, as proposed in this project. Soaring
predators are also visually searching the ground bel ow
for prey.

Fog and/ or darkness al so conplicate the
fields of vision for flyers. Studies confirm higher
collision rates in the areas with overhead |ines that
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intersect historic mgratory routes.

Electrical line nortality inpact rates on
bats have not been studied as nuch. Risks of
el ectrocution increase when femal e bats are carrying
their young as the altered bal ance can cause both to
touch two wires while landing or taking off.

Bats can al so be harned by an el ectrica
arc just when flying too close to a wwre. Because native
vegetati on and nesting areas are disturbed in the
construction of said transm ssion lines, this plays
heavily on the displacenent and deaths of many birds and
bat s.

Over head power |lines cover about 67 mllion
mles of earth as reported in 2025. An estimated 12 to
64 mllion birds are killed by power lines in the United
States each year. The big picture is that all the
cumul ative inpacts are what matter nost. Wnd facilities
are an additive danger that nust be considered. Each
bird and bat lost is a blow to sone al ready col | apsi ng
| ow population. | respectfully address on behal f of
those living and those who won't make it. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
M chael Pfeiffer, P-f-e-i-f-f-e-r.

MR. PFEI FFER: Good afternoon. The vol une
okay?
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CHW STAFFCORD: Excellent, thank you.

MR. PFElI FFER: Thanks for the opportunity.
My name is Mchael Pfeiffer. M wife Mary and | have
property in what's known as G eens Peak H deaway. W're
130 I ots surrounded by national forest. Of the grid.
And a stone throw fromwhere this project -- stone's
throw south of where this project is slated to begin.

We bought these properties for three
primary reasons: Beauty, solitude, and climate. |If this
project is allowed to proceed, we're going to | ose two of
them |It's going to affect our quality of life.

O her concerns we have are the possible
effect of those transm ssion |lines and subsequent
turbi nes may affect our comrunications. Currently our
cell phone service up there is just a bit short of
sensational, and we need that, frankly in the case of
energency. And we need energency people to be able to
find us. They said we're a little bit out there in the
woods.

' mnot an MBA by any stretch of the
i magi nation, so |I'm probably going to nake mny ignorance
public here, but I'"mhaving a real hard tine
under st andi ng Repsol 's busi ness pl an.

What |'munderstanding is if we build this,
they will cone. If we find the funding to build this
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it's going to be great. If we can find out how to get
that power fromthese turbines over to the station, oh,
that would be good, too. |If we can find custoners to
take this, boy, now we're real good. A lot of ifs in
t here.

W as a conmmunity invited Repsol out to
express our concerns and have them | ook at the hideaway.
They subsequently refused us. To give you an idea what
the hideaway is, to enter our property you would take
3123 which is the road where the proposed substati on and
the term nus of that transmission line will be.

| woul d encourage you to when you're taking
that tour tonorrow and you're at 3123 to scan that
hori zon fromeast to south to west.

Granted it's not the best it's ever been
because of the drought, but it's still gorgeous country.
| want you to scan that horizon and I want you to think
about transm ssion lines and substations and 600-f oot
turbi nes and think about what that will do to our quality
of life.

| f any of you want to conme into the
hi deaway we woul d entertain you com ng, be glad to
receive you. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
Jerry Canpeau, C-a-mp-e-a-u. And please correct ne if
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that's not pronounced correctly.

MR. CAMPEAU:. It's pronounced correctly.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. CAMPEAU. Thank you. Good evening,

Chai rman and Committee. |'ma 33-year resident of
Springerville, Arizona. | retired from Wite Mountains
Regi onal Medical Center as the CEO in 2012.

And while | can't speak for the hospital,

t he anbul ances, or energency services, mny background and
experience tells ne that we have a serious infrastructure
problem And that is that we have a highway that is

al nost nonfunctional. This construction project, |
oppose.

The interconnection and the solar farm
itself on the basis that the anbul ances who have to use
that highway for fixed |land transport out of our area can
be i npacted negatively as that hi ghway beconmes congested
over a two-year construction project.

We all know because we experience what
happened when they haul ed the bl ades and the turbines and
t he equi pnment across that sane highway to get to
New Mexico. And we all suffered the del ays that
anbul ances can't -- cannot sustai n.

As a result, |I'mnot opposed to the project
itself, if it were sited elsewhere in a nore rural area.
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But | believe this project destroys our environnment, our
health and safety, which is part of our environnent, and
it will not add anything to the community of materi al
val ue. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
Don Fogle, F-o0-g-1-e.

MR. FOG.E: Good evening. |1'd like to
t hank you, the Commttee, and all of you for allow ng us
to share our thoughts about this project and the
renewabl e energy. And | really appreciate all the
comments that have been shared up to this point.

My nane is Don Fogle and ny wife and | |ive
i n Show Low and we noved up here from Phoeni x 24 years
ago. | was born in Phoenix in 1942 when the popul ati on
was around 100,000, and | renenber blue skies and air was
clear for many years. |'ve lived through dramatic
changes and have seen Phoeni x grow to over one and a half
mllion people.

|'ve seen major clinmate change and
I ncreased pollution. Phoenix and all of Arizona
i ncl udi ng here have gotten much hotter as you who live up
here know.

Wth this growth has cone increased demand
for power and also water. | support clean, renewabl e
energy. To replace nonrenewabl e polluting energy sources
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i ke coal we nust |l ook to the future and use new
t echnol ogi es.

Sol ar and wi nd energy are renewabl e and
cl ean and the source is free. You don't have to mne for
it, drill for it, or transport it. It's al ready here.

They don't contribute to clinmate warm ng
and pollution. True, they have an inpact on wildlife,
but the inpact can be reduced with designing the sol ar
and wi nd farnmns.

Wth that in mnd, |like many of you | care
a lot about wildlife, the inmpact on wildlife fromclinmte
change and coal - powered plants and the border wall are a
much greater threat to wildlife than wind and sol ar
farns.

And one of the nbst common criticisnms of
renewabl e energy source like wind and solar is that they
harm birds. This is a valid concern and shouldn't be
taken lightly, but the truth is that the nunber of birds
killed by renewabl e energy sources is a snmall fraction of
the nunber killed by coal plant em ssions actually and
even wi ndows and cats. And | can attest to that because
we have a cat who goes after birds.

O course, wind and solar can't provide for
all the power needs and has to exist along with other
nmet hods. Power generation, but those should be clean

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 250 VOLUME I 10/20/2025 171

energy sources. Apache and Navaj o Counties have existing
facilities to distribute the power generated here. It
makes sense to continue to use these for new wi nd and

sol ar and ot her cl ean energy devel opnents.

It's true that this project isn't where |
live, but honestly, even if it was, | would nmuch rat her
have clean air and clear skies with wnd and solar farns
near by than sonething |like a coal -powered plant with
pol lution and hazy skies. W need to go forward, not
backwar d.

Thank you for listening respectfully, and
it's good that we all have this opportunity to share our
t hought s.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
Donna Shurwin, S-h-u-r-wi-n.

M5. SHURWN: Good evening. Thank you for

listening to us this evening. | live in Pine South
Lakeside. |'ve been comng to the Wiite Mountains for
55 years, I've lived in Pinetop for 30 years, and | do

appreciate that you're here to hear everybody's vi ews.

There's a project in Navaho County where |
live, which is just right next door. And | have been
against it nyself for over a year and a half, and | know
that there's people in the Springerville-Eagar area that
are not happy to have the Lava Run cone in.
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To me, when | think that there would be
contenplation to allow the building of facilities that
only operate on average 25 percent of the time and whose
supplies cone fromoutside of America 75 percent of the
what |'ve understood the wi nd turbines and sol ar panel s
are brought in fromChina, tonme it's insulting that this
woul d even be considered first of all for that and second
of all just for the fact that it only operates 25 percent
of the time to be able to gather wind and sol ar energy.

Ri ght now, the coal plants, the technol ogy
has turned around, it's not as poisonous if you woul d
like to say that as M. Fogle said just a second ago.

Personally | don't think having 600-f oot
w nd turbines on the vista and the | andscape that we have
to ook at here in the White Mountains is any better than
havi ng pol lution, and I know again the coal plants are
very clean anynore. And | know there's a | ot of people
who don't want coal mned either, so there's a big
di sconnect on that.

But this is our area. Tourismis our
i ndustry. We have the playground of Pinetop Lakesi de and
Show Low. Springerville-Eagar, the White Muntain Apache
tribe, we're the playground for Tucson, we're the
pl ayground for the Phoenix area. And for you to cone in
here or the Lava Run project to cone in here and build
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these big nonstrosities and then go away and | eave us
wth the ram fications and our progeny, our children, our
lives, those of you who are going to nmake these deci sions
and don't live here, it's -- | guess it's just sonething
that | would say is to please consider enpathetically,

put yourselves in our shoes, we don't want to see these
nonstrosities, and especially when they don't even
oper at e.

| wish the truth would conme out on that
one, because to ne it's pretty enbarrassing, it's as if
you were to build a house and add electricity, and it
only operated 25 percent of the tinme. | nean, how
efficient would that be. So anyway, sorry to ranble, but
| just wanted to make sure that you do put yourselves in
our shoes and understand that this is really going to
di srupt our area. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
LI oyd Johnson.

MR, JOHNSON: Hello, I'mLloyd Johnson,
candi date for state senate, Legislative District 6, which
covers this beautiful community of Apache County. | | ook
forward to com ng out here as part of ny duties to see
this beautiful area. | do not want to | ook through those
nasty w nd turbines or those power |ines.

The rural econony is very fragile and it's
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dependent upon tourism Tourists conme out here to see
these beautiful elk. W get these turbines in, we'l]l

| ose the elk. The only elk we're going to see is this
beauti ful stuffed elk out here in the |obby. The

vi bration and the noi ses spook themaway. And they -- it
keeps them away fromthe areas that are crucial for

gr azi ng.

Peopl e cone out here to watch the el k.

Look at the open spaces. They're not going to want to
come out here and see these giant wi nd turbines and these
power lines. The power lines will vibrate and hum and
that'll spook the animals and the birds al so.

The danger of fires fromw nd turbines as
well as these power lines is high. And the rural fire
districts, there's no way they can address properly a
fire fromthe giant wind turbines. Al they can do is
stand them watch them burn until part of it hits the
ground and then they can go put it out. That's on the
ground. O herwi se, they're just standing there watching
thick, black snoke rolling right through the | oca
comuni ties.

You guys probably don't live right here, so
you probably won't be affected by that thick black snoke.
These people here, they wll be 100 percent directly
af fected by any bl ack snoke from any of these w nd
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turbine fires. W don't need this ness.

That's take care of ny notes right there.
Still got a little bit of tinme. But | look forward to
serving these people in this fantastically beautiful
community. It's one of the nost beautiful parts of the
state. And don't just drive through. Enjoy. Relax.
Stop and grab a burger at one of those nom and- pops.
Talk to the people, the locals. There are sone fantastic
peopl e here.

Wiile you' re here, take advantage of that.
Don't just rush through when you're | ooking at just going
for a drive through. Take the tine to really appreciate
these fine folks. Care enough for their comunity to
cone out here on their own tine. And | see these people
all over the community, all over the region. They take
tinme out of -- they can be doing other things.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Johnson.
Time is up.

MR, JOHNSON: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Up next we have
Fred Moreira, Mo-r-e --

MR. MOREIRA: No, |I'm not speaking.

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, you don't wish to
speak? Gkay. Then we have David Witley, Wh-i-t-l-e-y.
Did you w sh to speak?
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MR, VWH TLEY: No.

CHW STAFFORD: No. And then | think it's
Rhonda Whitl ey, but you also do not wi sh to speak?

Then we have Tim G ubbs, Gr-u-b-b-s, who
does wi sh to speak.

MR. GRUBBS: M. Chair, Menbers of the
Commttee, thank you for being here today and giving ne a
little time to speak. Also thank you for everybody
that's here obviously. | have a difference of opinion
froma |l ot of people that spoke today. But | do -- I'm
pl eased that there are so many people participating in
this civic process. R ght? W're all here participating
in that process and nmaki ng our voices known.

Cenerally 1I'm a supporter of renewable
energy. |I'mhere nostly to listen, learn nore about this
project. Sone of the things that the |ocal information
has brought up. I'minterested in seeing y'all work
t hrough that stuff.

| know a lot of it can be mtigated and is
mtigated on a | ot of these projects. W have severa
M dwestern states that are mgjority powered by w nd
energy right now So it's a viable technol ogy.

Let's see. The things | do know about the
project, you know, | think you all are nore aware than ne
that energy demand is just spiking after decades and
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decades of flat growth. So we need nore energy
generation. And what are the inplications of projects
not being sited, you know, right now, it's, you know,
it's potentially, what are the inplications?

Br ownout s, bl ackouts in Phoeni x
potentially, you know, losing that Al arns race to China.
| don't see of any | eadership slow ng down on that. So
we're kind of stuck in the situation. | prefer this
t echnol ogy.

Pl aces with contiguous | and that are close
enough to transm ssion infrastructure are kind of in the
demand context that we're in are kind of rare.

So, and we do have the conversation where
in a lot of areas where people ask, you know, why can't
you build this somewhere else. That does cone up a |ot.
This is undoubtedly a beautiful area. Apache County has
a lot of beautiful areas and |I think that people are
going to continue to cone to Apache County whet her
there's a wind farmor not.

But it is -- they are rare, and so the
i npact of if one place says we can't site projects here,
that's not a problem But if we start to see it in
Yavapai County, Mhave County, Pinal County, Cochise
County, and all of a sudden we're in a serious bottl eneck
situation for energy denmand.
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So that's kind of the problem!| see. | do
enpathize with a | ot of the comments here, but it's al
done in a context and there is a context of a |ot of
energy land, sited on state land | think, sonetinmes we
think of public lands as just being there for, to | ook
pretty.

This | and happens to be -- you know, it's
in the enabling act of the constitution. |It's there for
the state to benefit those 13 beneficiaries which are
public schools, prisons, universities, so it is a
different type of public |and.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, M. G ubbs.

MR. GRUBBS: Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: That concl udes the
public maki ng conment in the room Now |let's nove
towards the Zoom | believe we have Linda Wil and,
We-i-l-a-n-d.

Can you pl ease unnute? You have three

mnutes. You're still on nute. | can see you're stil
mut ed.

M5. VWEILAND: H . |I'mLinda Weiland from
Eagar. | object to the draft certificate of

environnental conpatibility filed by the applicant. The
CEC application does not include adequate information
required by the Arizona Adm nistrative Code to allowthe
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commttee to make an infornmed finding of environnental
conpatibility, and the proposed conditions of approval
are inadequate to support the proposed findings of fact.

The i nterconnection project actually begins
at the Springerville Generating Station and runs two
mles to serve the proposed 450-negawatt Lava Run sol ar
and battery storage project resulting in 225 negawatts of
transm ssion per project mle with mninml environnental
I mpact s.

Fromthere continues 27 additional mles to
serve the Lava Run wind project, resulting in
transm ssion of only 18.5 negawatts per project mle at
significant construction costs that will be paid by
rat epayers and nultiple negative environnental inpacts.
Hm 225 nmegawatts per mle solar versus 18 negawatts
per mle w nd.

The 27 western mles to the project are to
accomodate the wi nd project which is proposed in an
I nappropriate location. For over a year hundreds of
| ocal residents have attended neetings and witten to
Repsol detailing various environnental concerns with the
proposed wi nd project |ocation.

The application -- the applicant has not
considered alternative |ocations to reduce project
i npacts, although anple state trust land is available in
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| ocations with | ess habitat value closer to existing
transm ssion infrastructure.

Nor has the applicant nade significant
effort to mtigate the project's |ocations inpacts.

M ni m zati on neasures proposed in the
application are mninmal at best. And the proposed
condition of approval for the CEC only commt to those
neasures |listed on page G 15 and 16 and D-43, 44 of the
application and only as applicable and feasible.

The CEC shoul d be deni ed based on the
factors to be considered in the Arizona Revi sed Statutes
based on significant environnmental inpacts which are not
m tigated and uni que areas of biological wealth.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Ms. Weil and.
That's your three m nutes up.

|"mgetting some overlap there on the
audio. I|I'msure |'mbutchering your nane. It's a little
small for me to read on the screen here in front of ne,
too. Wth the AZ Technol ogy Council.

Can you pl ease state your nane and spel
your |ast nane for the record.

MR. ALI ZADEH: Yes. Absolutely, sir. M
nanme i s Cepand Alizadeh, A-l-i-z-a-d-e-h is ny |ast nane.
And as you said, | amwith the Arizona Technol ogy.

Thank you to everyone who has spoken
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tonight so far. Thank you to everyone for engaging in
this inportant civic process.

So we at the Arizona Technol ogy Council, we
support the proposed interconnection project that wll
tie the Lava Run Wnd and Solar project. It's a key and
necessary addition to TEP and Arizona's electrical grid.

Once built, Lava Run will bring clean,
reliabl e power and econom ¢ benefits to northern Arizona,
which is an area of our state that is experiencing
tremendous gromh. |It's an area of the state that needs
energy fromall types of sources.

From the Arizona Technol ogy Council's
standpoint, Lava Run is a wn-win for everyone. It wll
boost | ocal enploynment in the formof both construction
j obs and | ong-term operational and nmi ntenance positions
for individuals of all different educational and
techni cal backgrounds. This will then also boost the
| ocal econony in Apache County.

Let's also keep in mnd that the devel oper
w || be generating property and sal es taxes which can
al so unl ock a nmultitude of |ocal econom c benefits.

So in conclusion let's not say no to jobs.
Let's not turn our backs on the funding for conmmunity
centers, senior centers and fire and nedical rescue
depart nents.
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Let's not say stop Lava Run. Instead let's
say we support Lava Run. Let's say we support progress
in northern Arizona. Thank you all very much. |
appreciate the tine you have given ne. Take care.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Grace, do we have other commenters on the
Zoon? |'mseeing first nanmes. Do they wi sh to speak?

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairnman, |1've had two
nore indicate that they wish to speak. The first is
Susan Anabl e.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. M. Anable,
pl ease spell your last nanme for the court reporter and
commence your coments.

MS. ANABLE: Thank you, Chairnman Stafford.
My nanme is Susan Anable, ny last nane is spelled
A-n-a-b-1I-e.

M. Chai rman and Menbers of the Conmittee,
t hank you so nmuch for the opportunity for this public
i nput this evening. M husband M ke and | have both
submtted public coments online, so | won't repeat or
del ve back into any of that, but ask you to please take a
| ook at those public comments.

We have been property and honeowners in
Apache County for over 25 years and have been recreating,
hunting, fishing, hiking in that area for nore than
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35 years.

And | et me say we're not against green
energy projects, we think there is a place for them W
think this proposed project is the wong place for this
wi nd energy project. And let's be clear. Even though
this hearing is only about the line siting project, this
proj ect would not be necessary if it weren't for the
construction of the Lava Run wind project. So | don't
think those things can be unli nked.

| think the bigger concern that | have is
that there's such a significant demand for energy in the
state of Arizona right now, it's not for demand for
energy in Apache County, this project is not going to
benefit the residents of Apache County with energy.

Nor is it going to benefit themwth
significant job opportunities. And, in fact, to ny
know edge there's been no power purchase agreenent signed
for where this power -- wll go, but I think we al
understand that there is a huge power need in the
sout hwest, big cities, large data centers, and | think
for Apache County there's very little to be gained by
this project, very few jobs, significant destruction of
the local community and resources, and maybe 15 | ong-term
j obs.

| think the concern that we should all have
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is the new mantra for energy production is all of the
above, but worst at all costs. W may need energy from
all resources, but with no consideration for the danage
and costs that will be incurred by the people and the
peopl e who utilize and enjoy Apache County. From
wildlife to water resources, to scenic vistas and to the
cultural resources, there's nobody that's really

bal anci ng consi deration of those |ost resources.

| f you take the governor's executive order
at face value, the prioritization of all projects on
state trust |and woul d suggest that that is exactly
what's going to happen. Projects on all state trust |and
are going to get approved because we need power. Power
for who? Not for Apache County.

So | woul d suggest to you that this
commttee and the ACC are the parties responsible for
striking this balance of considering this bal ance of
considering the environnental inpacts of this project.

And we want you to do your job, consider
all of the facts, all of the data, and consider whether
or not the benefits of this project that will profit a
forei gn conpany and generate power for those outside of
Apache County and |ikely outside the state of Arizona,
are worth the destruction of our beautiful resources and
our precious resources.
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Repsol has not eval uated w nd projects
anywhere el se on state trust |land in Apache County or
el sewhere to our knowl edge. We ask you to please ask
themto do this before noving this project forward.
Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Ms. Anabl e.

Grace, do we have additional people online
to make comment ?

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairman, the other
menber of the public who indicated they wi shed to speak
is Leslie Bowdoi n James.

CHW STAFFORD: How do you spell that | ast
name?

AV TEAM MEMBER: Bowdoin is B-o-wd-o0-i-n.
Then separately Janes, J-a-nte-s.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. |Is she unnuted

and ready to nake conment ?

MS. BOADO N JAMES: Yes. | am Can you
hear nme?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Pl ease proceed.

M5. BOADAO N JAMES: Thank you so nmuch. My
name i s Leslie Bowdoin Janmes. | submitted coments in

witing on October 14, so I'mnot going to reiterate al
of the comments that | submtted there. | wanted to
reinforce and support sone of the comments | heard this
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eveni ng.

In particular, a little bit of background.
I"'ma fourth-generation native. | was one of the
gr anddaughters of WIIliam B. Eagar, nanesake of Eagar.
I"'ma home and property owner of about five mles out of
Springerville along the Little Col orado, and al t hough
was born in Phoenix, ny nother, ny sister were all born
i n Eagar.

| al so have 47 years of career experience
with electric utilities in this state. So | do have a
pretty workabl e understandi ng of what should be and
shoul dn't be considered during the potential siting of
transm ssi on and power project facilities in this state.

My views on this proposed interconnection
and gen-tie is that it is not tinmely for the reasons |I've
cited in my coonments. | have not heard or seen about
much col | aboration or consultation with particularly the
Zuni tribe and maybe sone of the other tribal nations in
the region. The lands are sacred to them the | ands and
the waters.

And |I'm al so concerned in |arge part about
the econom cs that have been presented to the nenbers of
the community. |'msure the nenbers of the community do
not have the ability to have their own i ndependent
anal ysi s done.
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But | al so wanted to underscore the actions
taken recently by the Springerville and the Eagar town
counci | s opposing the project.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak. |
pl anned to be there but | had a business neeting here in
Phoeni x and | couldn't get up there. | appreciate your
time. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairman, we do have
one nore who indicated they wish to speak, and that is
Amy Butcher, B-u-t-c-h-e-r.

CHW STAFFORD: Ms. Butcher, please nake
your comrents.

M5. BUTCHER  Yes. Gkay. Thank you. |
don't have sonmething formally prepared, but after hearing
the hearing -- the entire hearing today, and the
speakers, | just wanted to make a coupl e things clear
that weren't nentioned.

| am part of the White Mountain Save Open
Spaces Group, and we have been studying wnd farns for a
coupl e years now and the inpacts that they have. And the
things that are not green about them

But one other thing that we have studied is
| want to nake it clear when you guys do your tour
tonorrow and when you're tal king about state | and being
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used, it's a checkerboard of state | and.

So a lot of these wwndmlls would be on
state |l and, but interspersed with that is ranch |and and
resi dences and people's lives. So keep that in m nd when
you're looking at the map. | didn't really see on the
maps today the checkerboard pattern. | don't know if
they really enphasized that.

| made a bunch of comments online as well
sol won't reiterate that. And then there's also one
other point | wanted to nake that | didn't hear brought
up today, and that is the fact about the airport that we
have in Springerville. W have had several pilots and
officials wite to the FCC, | think I have that acronym
right, that those wind farns would interfere with traffic
patterns. There's a | ot of heavy w nds going across the
area that's proposed, and it would really interfere and
cause dangerous circunstances for a lot of pilots and the
air traffic.

| don't see why we need 29 mles of power
i nes there when you could just do a few m | es over near
the Springerville power plant and just nove the whole
proj ect over there.

So those are ny comments, and | woul d urge
you to vote no on putting up high power |ines on
H ghway 60. Thank you for your tine.
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairman, that is
everyone who has indicated to us that they wi sh to nmake
conment .

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, thank

everyone for comng out and participating in the process.

We appreciate when the public conmes to give us their two
cents on projects that are before this conmmttee.
| just want to rem nd everyone that the
wi nd and the solar project are not before the commttee,
our jurisdiction extends only to the gen-tie line.
However, the rel evance of the w nd and

solar project are tangential to what we' re doing here

wth the gen-tie |line because the purpose of that line is

to connect those to the grid.

Thank you everyone for comng. W wll
recess until tonorrow norning at nine a.m W wl
reconvene here at which point we will begin our tour.

That's it. W're in recess.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 6:44 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.
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out cone her eof.
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obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, October 28, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR
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