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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, comencing at 11: 04 a.m on Septenber 2, 2025,

with all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairnan

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Vatt Derstine

SNELL & W LMER

One East Washi ngton Street
Suite 2700

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

ALSO PRESENT:

Donna Powers, Senior Legal Counsel

Henry Wbl tag, Senior Director of Devel opnent

Lance d eni us, Manager of Environnental Affairs

Mari ana Anbrose, Associ ate, Devel opnent Team

Col in Agner, SWCA, Lead Project Mnager

Erica Fral ey, SWCA, Associate Project Environnental
Pl anner

Jereny Casteel, SWCA, Lead Environnental Planner

Gourjia disho, Snell & WI ner, Paral egal

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnman Stafford

Tara Thomas, d enni e Reporting Services
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the time set for the prefiling
conference for Lava Run -- Project.

Let's start with appearances.
M. Derstine.

MR. DERSTI NE: Good norning, Chairnan.
Matt Derstine, Snell & WI ner, appearing on behalf of the
two applicants who are seeking the CEC for the Lava Run
| nt erconnection Project. It's the ConnectGen -- CG
Apache County Wnd, LLC, and CG Apache County Solar, LLC
are the two applicants.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, there's been
sone public interest in this case, hasn't there?

MR. DERSTINE: Certainly has with regard to
the wind project. You're right.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Let's see. W've
got four exhibits. You want to go through these rea
qui ckl y?

MR, DERSTI NE:  Sure.

Exhibit 1 is, |I think, the | egend shows CEC
corridor. That's the gen-tie |line, approxinmately
29 mles with the requested corridor shown on that map
with the interconnection at the Springerville Substation.

Exhibit 2 is our proposed form of CEC

CHWN STAFFORD: Notice of hearing?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR DERSTINE: |I'msorry?

CHWN STAFFORD: Notice of hearing, you
mean?

MR DERSTINE: Notice of hearing, yeah.

| ' meager to get you ny proposed CEC too.
Yeabh.

The notice of hearing. On that, we are
wor ki ng up agai nst our publication deadlines and are
hoping to get a signed notice of hearing fromyou today,
if possible. That's Exhibit 2.

Exhibit 3 is our public notification
boundary map. It shows the study area, which is the
snmaller or the dotted line that surrounds the gen-tie
line route and corridor, and then the larger area is our
| arger public notification area. The study area boundary
was one mle, and | believe our notification area went
out approximately five mles.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Then | see 4 is the
sign | ocati ons.

MR. DERSTINE: Right. W've selected five
sign locations. W're as close as we can get to the
i nterconnection point at the Springerville Substation.
That sign Nunber 5, as | understand it, is at the
entrance, and so that's, one, as close as we can get and
probably has the nost traffic in relation to the
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I nt erconnecti on poi nt.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. Al right. The
Prefiling Exhibits 1 through 4 are adnmitted.

(Prefiling Exhibits 1 through 4 were
admtted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: So we have soneone el se
j oi ned.

MR. DERSTINE: And |I'm happy to go through
that |ist of appearances if you'd like, if that nakes it
easier for the court reporter.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So, yeah, we got an
R113535, but | don't see them on here anynore.

MS. PONERS: | renaned nyself, sir. |I'm
Donna Powers. |'min-house counsel with Repsol and I
renanmed nyself from R113535.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. PONERS: It just popped up that way.

' ve never seen that before.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, M. Derstine, let's go
ahead and take us through who's attendi ng the conference
with you.

MR DERSTINE: Ckay. On behalf of the
appli cants, we have Ms. Donna Powers, Senior Legal
Counsel, who just identified herself. Henry Wltag,
Senior Director of Developnent. | mght m spronounce
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your |ast nane Lance, but Lance d enius, Manager of
Environnental Affairs. And Mariana Anbrose is an
associ ate in the devel opnent team
And then on behal f of SWCA, who's the
environnental consultant for this project, we have Tom
Kor onki ewi cz, Senior Project Manager; Colin Agner, Lead
Proj ect Manager; Jereny Casteel, Lead Environnental
Pl anner; and Erica Fral ey, Associ ate Project
Envi ronnment al Pl anner.
Do you need spellings on any of those?
CHWN STAFFORD: |'Il defer to the court

reporter. Jennifer?

THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, there was one you

mentioned that | don't see here. That's the only one |

need a spelling.

MR CASTEEL: | don't believe Tomis on the
call, and that's probably the nane that you need. So |
can spell it for you.

THE COURT REPORTER: Pl ease.

MR, CASTEEL: T-o0-m
K-o-r-o-n-k-i-e-wi-c-z.

THE COURT REPORTER  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

All right. So for the publication, what
are the -- your publication dates going to be?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR, DERSTINE: | think we're | ooking at 9-9
and 9-11 in the White Muntain | ndependent.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the hearing date woul d
be August -- Cctober 20 through the 24th; correct?

MR DERSTI NE: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what are the affected
jurisdictions?

MR. DERSTINE: Let's see, the -- we've got
several. So affected jurisdictions are Apache County,
Town of Springerville, Town of Eagar, Town of St. Johns,
Arizona Departnent of Transportation, and Arizona State
Land Depart nent.

CHWN STAFFORD: W' ve got Apache County,
the towns Springerville, Eagar, and St. Johns, and
Arizona State Land Departnment. Was there one nore?

MR, DERSTI NE: ADOT, Departnent of
Transportati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. All right. So
we set -- the hearing's going to be schedul ed for
Oct ober 20 through 24th. And it will take place at?

MR, DERSTINE: At the Hon-Dah Casi no.

CHWN STAFFORD: I n Pinetop, okay.

MR DERSTI NE:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: And you'll have the | odging
for out-of-town commttee nenbers?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, for a tour for
this, this is -- looking at the nap. How much of the
route i s accessible?

MR DERSTINE: [|'Il let naybe one of the --
Colin or Jereny from SWCA, can you -- maybe can speak to
t hat .

But ny understanding is that there's going
to be large sections of this that, you know, we may not
be able to get that cl ose to.

But give the Chairnman a better
under st andi ng of how nuch we can see froma route tour.

MR. CASTEEL: This is Jereny Casteel, SWCA
| can speak to it.

|'d say that Matt is correct. There's a
| ot of chunks that are relatively just unaccessible
because there's no roads. But there are two hi ghways
that do cross -- that the transm ssion |ine does cross,
so we can have those as a point. There m ght be one
ot her, say, dirt road, unpaved, that may be accessi bl e.
W need to look into that alittle bit nore. But, yeabh,
it's relatively nonaccessi bl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. You' ve got sone
time to do that. | think the plan is to have a plan for
a tour by the tine of the prehearing conference. So
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should be able to -- then again, you know, you need to
have a plan for the tour, but we may end up not taking it
dependi ng what the appetite of the conmmttee nenbers are
for that. If we do the tour, it will be on that Tuesday
after we start the hearing.

Tod, what is the -- what do we have set for
t he prehearing conference date?

MR. DERSTINE: Gourjia, can you pull that
up?

MR BREVWER This will be set for Cctober
the 14th at two o' clock, M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD. Okay. Excellent.

Ckay. And there's no litigation currently
surroundi ng the project; correct?

MR DERSTINE: There is not, no. | think
your question at the outset, obviously the w nd project
has received a fair anobunt of attention and sone | ocal
opposi tion, Face- -- generated opposition groups on
Facebook, et cetera. W had recently held an open house,
I n- person open house, for the gen-tie project for this
matter, and we had -- it was very sparsely attended. So
oftentines those projects that are opposed, a | ot of
fol ks still show up for the transm ssion portion to voice
their opposition. W didn't see that here. Wether that
means that we're not going to receive a |l ot of
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opposition -- we're not aware of any intervenors at this
time, and we'll just have to see how things go in the way
of public interest and potential intervenors at the tine
of the hearing.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | think we can

expect a fair anmobunt of public comrent at the hearing.

MR, DERSTINE: | think you're right.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | think |I received a
letter regarding this project that | have -- | guess ||

file in the docket once the application itself is filed
so there's sone place to put it.

MR. DERSTI NE: R ght .

CHWN STAFFORD: But | think that bodes well
for participation in the matter by the public.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah, | wouldn't be
sur pri sed.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So you'll have
the draft CEC for nme by the tine of the prehearing
conf erence.

Do you expect any public officials to want
to make public comment at the hearing?

MR DERSTINE: | think it's possible. |
think -- well, yeah, so with regard to the wi nd project,
not this case but the wnd project, the city or the towns
of Eagar and Springerville have -- | think the nayors or
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city officials have penned | etters expressi ng sone
opposition to the wind project. Wether or not they plan
to attend, that remains to be seen. But | think it's
possi bl e we coul d have sone county or city or town

of ficials who show up.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Wiat's the permt
status for the project?

MR DERSTINE: So | nentioned, or as
indicated in our information sheet, there's no federal
permtting nexus for this project which makes it maybe
unique in terns of these wind projects. Al of it, or
the vast mpjority of it, is going to be on state | and,

state | and ri ght-of -way.

But I'lIl et maybe M. Casteel or M. Agner
comment on what other -- other sorts of permts that are
required. Are we doing any -- any permts for crossing

streanms or 404 permts, that sort of thing?

MR, CASTEEL: W would need permts to
cross ADOT right-of-way, and there will be state | and
coordi nation. But beyond that, there's no -- there's no
other permtting that 1'm aware of.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. None fromthe county
because the transm ssion line is an acceptabl e use under
the current zone or plan or whatever it is the county
has; right? Accepted use?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. CASTEEL: Uh- huh, yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'m seei ng nods. Ckay.

MR DERSTINE: Yeah, yes. The transm ssion
facilities on state trust |land are accepted fromthe
zoning -- Apache County zoni ng code.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And so |I'm assum ng
we have Peaks Audio for the hearing?

MR. DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: The standard setup for the
tabl ets and screens for the presentati on?

MR DERSTINE: W will

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And so for this
line, I"'massumng -- so this is about 29 mles?

MR. DERSTI NE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So the filing fee is
$1, 000; correct?

MR DERSTI NE: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: The Conm ssion is obligated
by statute to pay the cost of reporting and transcri bing
any application hearing as well as the actual and
necessary expenses incurred by the commttee nenbers in
connection with their participation in comrmttee neetings
with that filing fee. Costs and fees exceeding the
anmount of the applicant's fee may, with the applicant's
consent, be incurred by the commttee and charged to the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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applicant. Does the applicant consent to pay the
comm ssion those costs in excess of the filing fee?

MR, DERSTI NE:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So we'll do the
t hree-day turnaround for transcripts.

Anyt hi ng el se we need to cover?

MR. DERSTINE: | don't have anything on ny
list. For the good of the -- of the order and the call,
is there anyone fromeither the applicants or SWCA did
we m ss anything? Anything you want to raise with the
Chai r man?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Wat was the
anticipated filing date?

MR DERSTI NE: Looki ng at Septenber 15. Do
| have that right, Teanf

MR, CASTEEL: The 5t h.

MR. DERSTINE: b5th, I'"'msorry. Yeah. W'd
| ove to have the 15th, but we only have until the 5th.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And so you said
you'll need the notice of hearing ready to go to neet
your publication deadlines; correct?

MR DERSTINE: That's right. W have to
have it delivered to the newspaper by the 5th. W'd |ike
to get it there sooner just to take away any ri sk of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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m ssing our first publication w ndow.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Excellent. W'l
get that to you today, then.

MR, DERSTI NE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you very nuch.
Anyt hi ng el se?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. W are adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 11:19 a.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI CCOPA )

BE | T KNOMNN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
t aken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, Septenber 9, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
complied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(L)( R

Y

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Regi stered Firm
No. R1035
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